REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION
Date: April 26, 2021
Item No.:
7.b
Department Approval
Item Description:
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City Manager Approval
Consider Approval of a Joint Powers Agreement with Hennepin County for
Energy Benchmarking Services

BACKGROUND
The City of Roseville has recently started working on a voluntary benchmarking program to allow
businesses and other property owners to monitor their own energy consumption and compare that to
other businesses. This program will not only give much more detailed information than what
property owners may already see on their energy bills, but also provides assistance and
recommendations for upgrades and modifications for energy efficiency. It also will provide the City
with data so that we can show reductions in city wide energy use over time in order to reach the
City’s sustainability goals.
The City has been working with various partners to determine how best to provide a portal for our
property owners to enter data and for us to track that data. Also, we were interested in services
beyond the simple data tracking to provide assistance, training and tools for both the City and the
property owners.
Staff started working with Hennepin County which has a very developed Energy Benchmarking
Services program and have determined it would provide a good value for the City and the property
owners in our goal to provide an Energy Benchmarking program within the City.
The attached Joint Powers Agreement allows the City to make use of the services provided through
existing and future contracts with Hennepin County’s vendors. Those services will include:
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•

Provide custom assistance to owners if needed.

19

•

Provide training, training materials, and tools.
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•

Technical assistance website hosted by Hennepin County or the city.
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•

Assist cities in providing outreach to building
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•

Telephone and email help line.
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•

Energy report card to the building owners.
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Staff feels these services combined with the voluntary benchmarking program will provide good
value to the City and the participating property owners as we work towards energy and carbon
reduction goals over the next several years.
The City’s GreenCorps member, Will Ristow, will provide a brief presentation detailing the City’s
Voluntary Benchmarking Program and a quick review of other items he has been working on since
working with the City in September of last year.
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Current cost estimates for these services would be $12,500 for the first twelve months and then
would be $10,833 annually thereafter. This fee is a tier for 1-50 properties. We currently have 12
properties in our voluntary benchmarking program. Once we hit 51 properties the annual fee would
increase to $12,750 and be valid for up to 150 properties.
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While there are no funds directly budgeted for this purpose in 2021, staff is recommending using
dollars from the Engineering Services Fund which has a sufficient balance to fund this program for
one year. Staff will add the annual fees to future operating budgets.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
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Staff recommends Council approve the Joint Powers Agreement for Energy Benchmarking Services
and authorize the Mayor and City Manager to execute the agreement.
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REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION
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Approve the Joint Powers Agreement for Energy Benchmarking Services and authorize the Mayor
and City Manager to execute the agreement.
Prepared by:
Attachments:
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Marc Culver, Public Works Director
A: Joint Powers Agreement
B: Presentation

Attachment A

Joint Powers Agreement for Building Energy Benchmarking Professional Services
THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into between County of Hennepin and
governmental units as provided in Section 2 and as defined in Minnesota Statutes § 471.59, subd. 1
(the “Party” or “Parties” depending on context).
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes § 471.59, the Parties are
authorized to enter into agreements to exercise jointly or cooperatively governmental powers
common to each and to permit one governmental entity to perform services or functions for another
governmental unit; and
WHEREAS, the Parties wish to share their purchasing powers in order to secure the most
favorable terms and conditions for the purchase of building energy benchmarking professional
services;
WHEREAS, the Parties agree to take part in the County of Hennepin’s Efficient Buildings
Collaborative;
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY AGREED, by and between the Parties hereto as
follows:
1.

This Joint Powers Agreement (“Agreement”) will become effective upon the execution of
each Party and shall continue in full force and effect for all executing Parties, until a Party
withdraws in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement.

2.

Any “governmental unit”, as defined in Minnesota Statutes § 471.59, is eligible to become a
Party to this Agreement and may do so by execution of this Agreement. Upon execution, the
Agreement becomes effective as to the signing governmental unit and the signed Agreement
shall be transmitted to the Contract Administrator. This Agreement may be executed in any
number of counterparts, each counterpart for all purposes being deemed an original and all
such counterparts together shall constitute one and the same Agreement.

3.

The Hennepin County Administrator, or his/her designee or successor, will be the Contract
Administrator and will be responsible for maintaining the records related to the
administration of this Agreement. Each Party shall designate a contact person and provide
written notice to all other Parties of the name and pertinent contact information for the
Party’s contact person. The Contract Administrator's responsibility may be transferred to
another Party.

4.

Subject to the provisions of this Agreement, the Parties may make joint purchases or
make purchases using any other Party's existing contracts for building energy
benchmarking professional services.

5.

This Agreement applies to all purchases made through a competitive solicitation process or
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by direct negotiations as allowed by Minnesota Statutes § 471.345, or as permitted by other
Minnesota Statutes applicable to each Party, at the prices and terms available.
6.

When making a joint purchase, the joint purchasers shall first consult with each interested
purchaser to ensure that the requirements and specifications of the interested purchasers
meet the needs of the joint purchasers and are included in the solicitation documents.

7.

Prior to completing a purchase using another Party’s existing contract, a Party shall enter
into and execute its own purchasing document with the contract vendor.

8.

Each Party shall make payment directly to the contract vendor according to the established
procedures of the paying Party.

9.

No Party shall assume any responsibility for the accountability of funds expended by any
other Party or the issuance of any purchasing document by any other Party.

10.

Each Party shall be separately accountable for its own expenditures of public funds made
hereunder.

11.

As mutually agreed upon, the Parties may share the costs associated with any shared bidding
or solicitation process.

12.

Each Party shall abide by all applicable state and federal law, rules and regulations.

13.

Each Party agrees that it will be responsible for the acts or omissions of its officials,
agents, and employees, and the results thereof, in carrying out the terms of this
Agreement, to the extent authorized by law and shall not be responsible for the
acts/omissions of the other Parties and the results thereof.

14.

Any Party may withdraw from this Agreement by sending the Contract Administrator a
notice to withdraw. Such withdrawal shall not void any purchases for which another
Party has executed a purchasing document with the withdrawing Party's contract vendor
or to any joint purchase made by the other Parties and the withdrawing Party.

15.

Any amendments or modification to this Agreement, except for a withdrawal by any
Party, shall be in writing and shall not be effective until executed by all Parties to this
Agreement.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Joint Powers Purchasing
Agreement to be signed and approved by the proper officers of each of the contracting Parties,
and attested by the proper officer, on the dates written below.
Reviewed by
Counsel for Party (if needed)

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN
STATE OF MINNESOTA

_________________________________

By: _________________________________
Its: ______________________________
Date: ________________________________
CITY OF ROSEVILLE
By: _________________________________
Its: MAYOR
Date: _____________________________
By: _________________________________
Its: CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Date: ____________________________
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Sustainable Roseville
Introduction

• Will Ristow: Minnesota GreenCorps Member 2020-2021 for the Service Term
• Serving with the City of Roseville from September 2020-August 2021.
• Background: Graduated Spring 2020 from Gustavus Adolphus College
•
•

Bachelor’s in Geography and Political Science w/Peace Studies Minor
Passionate about Sustainable Efforts and local/city improvement

Attachment B

Sustainable Roseville

Attachment B

Project: Voluntary Building Benchmarking Program

• Voluntary Benchmarking Program:
•
•
•

•

Provides Commercial and Non-Profit businesses with resources to review energy usage
Allows Property Owners/Managers to easily track energy usage and identify cost-effective solutions
Compares Electricity and Natural Gas usage/performance to similar-sized buildings with an Energy Star Score (1100)
Helps local businesses save money while becoming more energy efficient

Sustainable Roseville
Project: Voluntary Building Benchmarking Program

• Definition of Energy Benchmarking
•
•

Measures a building’s energy use in comparison to the average for similar buildings.
Allows owners and occupants to understand their building’s relative energy performance, and identify
opportunities to cut energy waste.

• Goals for the Program
•
•
•
•

Ensure property owners/managers have access to tools that improve energy usage and save money
Add 20+ buildings to the program that increases with longevity
Ensure that property owners/managers can easily review/access their building’s energy consumption
Provide additional resources for business to improve energy metrics and reduce overall GHG emissions
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Sustainable Roseville
Project: Voluntary Building Benchmarking Program

• Had Two Virtual Benchmarking Workshops set up with the CEE and GPI
•
•
•

Helped to give education and clarity on reporting data for the program
The two workshops set up, one on March 11th and April 8th
Limited attendance at webinars despite updates/mailings
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Project: Voluntary Building Benchmarking Program

• Important Program Aspects Moving Forward
•
•
•

Attracting more businesses/participants is the main goal moving forward
Looking at City costs and priorities, does Roseville want to buy in?
Why joining the Hennepin’s Efficient Buildings Collaborative and using Overlay is crucial

•

Hennepin County Buildings Collaborative (HCC)

•

Why add Overlay Services?

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Cities get the cost effective services of a consultant (Overlay) specializing in energy benchmarking
Data submitted through the Efficient Buildings Collaborative is publicly disclosed
The program allows comparison of a building's energy efficiency to past performance and to similar
buildings
Provides direct outreach and recruitment to building owners/managers
Overlay’s Help Center will assist with Portfolio Manager and answer questions
Lifts program potential with limited staff
Multiple “Scopes” of assistance, which can increase as more buildings join

Sustainable Roseville
Reflection on my Service

• While Serving at Roseville I have…
•
•
•
•

Enjoyed making an immediate positive impact with my projects
Been honored to have been involved with the B3 award for data additions
Had a great experience in learning how city government functions
Been fortunate to work with such great and motivated people

• Last Notes and Future Recommendations
•
•
•

Thank you for applying for another MN GreenCorps worker!
Continue to promote energy efficiency at all levels!
Appreciate the opportunity to share this project and continue my service
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