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Item Description:  Receive Update on Marion St. Park Proposal and Southeast Roseville Visioning 
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 1 

BACKGROUND 2 

 3 

Policy Priority:  Housing and Economic Development 4 

Strategic Initiative:  Focus on Southeast Roseville 5 

 6 

The purpose of this discussion is to receive an update on the 1716 Marion St. Park proposal and to 7 

discuss current efforts with Southeast Roseville visioning.  8 

 9 

1716 Marion St. Update and Next Steps 10 

 11 

On January 25, the City Council adopted a resolution authorizing staff to apply for Community 12 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding and to support the Marion St. Park Collaborative with their 13 

application for a $50,000 U.S. Bank grant (through U. S. Bank’s “Places to Play” Initiative).  The 14 

funding sought was to acquire 1716 Marion Street and to develop it as a public park and play space. 15 

 16 

The negotiated price for the sale of the property was $68,000, with a total cost to develop the site into a 17 

park (including financing costs, site work, and amenities) estimated to be $215,700.  The City was 18 

awarded $117,400 of CDBG funds (Attachment A), however, it was announced at the beginning of May 19 

that the Marion St. Park Collaborative did not receive the $50,000 U.S. Bank grant. Without the 20 

$50,000 from U.S. Bank, staff estimates that the City’s share will be roughly $98,000 for site 21 

acquisition, development, and maintenance.  See Attachment B for the memo previously provided by 22 

Parks & Recreation Director Lonnie Brokke detailing the costs to develop the site. An updated summary 23 

of sources and uses can be found as Attachment C. 24 

 25 

Staff is seeking direction as to whether to move ahead with satisfying the terms of the purchase 26 

agreement as outlined below:  27 

 28 

Purchase Agreement Contingencies (Attachment D) 29 

 The City must pay the Seller $500.00 by June 1 (June 2 for receipt of payment) to satisfy the 30 

Financial Contingency Date. 31 

 The City must satisfy all other contingencies by August 1.  32 

 Closing date is scheduled for August 12. 33 

 34 
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Southeast Roseville Visioning Update 35 

 36 

On April 11, the City Council received a presentation by staff regarding visioning and redevelopment 37 

opportunities in Southeast Roseville. The discussion confirmed that reinvestment/ 38 

redevelopment/visioning efforts should be concentrated along the development swells of the Rice and 39 

Larpenteur corridor.  The City Council also recognized the importance of having all impacted 40 

jurisdictions – including St. Paul, Maplewood, and Ramsey County – at the table to provide 41 

collaborative leadership in this area. 42 

 43 

The April 11 discussion served two purposes. The first purpose was to receive direction from the City 44 

Council regarding the level of interest to acquire available sites for redevelopment. A closed session 45 

discussion is currently scheduled to review appraisal information at the next Economic Development 46 

Authority meeting scheduled on May 25.  The other purpose of the discussion was to gauge the level of 47 

interest in visioning for the area and to receive feedback on what type of visioning was desired.  Staff 48 

provided the City Council with a Corridor Development Initiative (CDI) proposal that included 49 

purposeful engagement and benchmarking, a smaller scale CDI process, and a charette process that 50 

explored long-term planning for design/streetscaping.  The City Council approved a hybrid of the larger 51 

CDI process and the charrette as was proposed in the April 11 report. The anticipated cost of the hybrid 52 

plan would range from $30,000 - $50,000, depending on the level of staff dedicated to the plan by each 53 

participating jurisdiction.   54 

 55 

On May 12, St. Paul Councilperson Amy Brendmoen hosted a meeting at the St. Paul Regional Water 56 

Services located along Rice St., with various staff and elected officials to discuss next steps for the area. 57 

Jonathan Weinhagen, Vice President of the St. Paul Area Chamber of Commerce, agreed to facilitate 58 

the meeting. What grew out of the discussion was a commitment to work together to improve the area. 59 

Councilperson Brendmoen created a Facebook page, Let’s Revitalize Rice/Larpenteur, to help 60 

communicate what is happening in the corridor, to let people know how to get involved, and to 61 

publicize when meetings would occur to solicit input from the community.  62 

 63 

Next steps include an additional meeting among elected officials and staff for the purpose of planning a 64 

larger multi-jurisdictional community meeting in July.  The purpose of the July meeting will be to talk 65 

through concerns, opportunities, and revitalization efforts for the area with all interested stakeholders.   66 

 67 

Unless the City Council desires a smaller Southeast Roseville visioning plan that is not centered on 68 

corridor reinvestment, Community Development Staff will defer entering into a contract for visioning 69 

until all stakeholders identify a level of commitment to the Rice/Larpenteur area.  70 

 71 

POLICY OBJECTIVE 72 

Southeast Roseville has been identified as a priority in the 2016 Policy Priority Plan.    73 

 74 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 75 

As mentioned in the narrative above, the City’s obligation is estimated to be roughly $98,000 for the 76 

1716 Marion St Park.  77 

 78 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 79 

Receive update on 1716 Marion St. Park Proposal and Southeast Roseville visioning efforts. Staff is 80 

also recommending the City Council provide direction to staff on whether to move forward with site 81 

acquisition of 1716 Marion St. without the total award of grant dollars requested.  82 
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 83 

REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION 84 

Receive update on Southeast Roseville visioning and 1716 Marion St. Park Proposal and: 85 

 86 

Make a motion authorizing staff to pay $500 earnest money as outlined in the terms of the purchase 87 

agreement by June 1 (to be received by June 2); 88 

 89 

 or 90 

 91 

 Make a motion to terminate the purchase agreement due to insufficient grant funding. 92 

 93 

 94 

 95 

Prepared by: Kari Collins, Interim Community Development Director 

Attachment A: CDBG Award Letter 

Attachment B: Memo from Lonnie Brokke, Parks & Recreation Director  

Attachment C: Sources and Uses 

Attachment D: Purchase Agreement 

Attachment E: Area Map  



Attachment A



MEMORANDUM 

Roseville Parks and Recreation Department 

To: Pat Trudgeon, City Manager  
Kari Collins, Assistant to the City Manager     

From: Lonnie Brokke, Director of Parks and Recreation    
Date: January 14, 2016 
Re: 1716 Marion St. Community Park Project Proposal 

On January 5, 2016 the Parks and Recreation Commission heard a presentation on a concept park proposal at 
1716 Marion Street and made the following recommendation: 

Commissioner Doneen moved that the Parks and Recreation Commission recommend the City Council 
support the proposal that includes the acquisition of the Marion Street property and the development of a 
playground on the site using grant funding. The Commission also recommends using the Parks and 
Recreation model for community involvement and engagement to include input on both the Marion Street 
project and proposed renewal work at Tamarack Park. Second by Commissioner Gelbach. Passed 
Unanimously.  

A full inspection of the property has not occurred. 

If acquired, the following are estimated costs: 

o Ongoing general maintenance costs are estimated to be $1550 annually. This includes mowing,
trimming, inspections, general repair and replacements.

o Ongoing capital improvement costs are estimated to be $5,200 annually. This includes
playground and signage replacement and general site amenities.

o A comprehensive community planning process to create a master plan for each park and the area
may cost up to $15,000.

o Programming costs are yet to be determined depending on the extent.

Attachment B



1716 Marion St.sources 5/16/201611:40 AM

1716 Marion Street Park
Roseville, MN

SOURCES AND USES OF FUNDS

SOURCES

US Bank Grant-Places to Play -$            

CDBG 117,400 

Ramsey County Add Funds - 

LCDA Funds for Site Acq - 

Tax Increment (TIF) - 

Limited Partner Investment - 

City Participation 98,300 

TOTAL SOURCES 215,700$    

USES

Land and Building 68,000 

Site work - drainage and foundation removal 15,000 

Commercial - 

Park Amentities 100,000 

Contingency 9,200 

Architectural and Engineering 15,000 

Interim Costs - 

Financing fees and expenses - Title 1,000 

Related Costs-Survey, Environmental, Appraisal 7,500 

Syndication Costs - 

Developers Overhead

Developers Profit - 

Project Reserves - 

TOTAL USES 215,700$    

Attachment C
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