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August 24, 2018
Notes for Commission Meeting on Tuesday September 4, 2018

1. Introductions
2. Public Comment Invited
3. Approval of Minutes of the August 2, 2018 Meeting
Enclosed is a copy of the minutes of August 2, 2018. Please be prepared to
approve/amend.
Requested Commission Action: Approve/amend meeting minutes of August 2,
2018
4. GARE Overview
The City of Roseville became part of the 2018 Government Alliance on Race and
Equity (GARE) group in January 2018. The GARE is a national network on
governments working to achieve racial equity and advance opportunities for all. The
GARE Leadership team uses curriculum, expertise of practitioners and academia to
learn the background and strategies necessary to approach complex race issues
and help governments take effective action toward racial equity.
The City of Roseville identified 14 employees across all departments and levels to
participate in the yearlong group, including two parks and recreation staff: James
Taylor (Parks Superintendent) and Matthew Johnson (Assistant Director).
In addition to Roseville, there are 14 jurisdictions participating in the Minnesota
GARE group this year, with close to 200 individual participants. Some of those
jurisdictions are in their second year of the program, and some, like Roseville are in
their first year.
Matthew Johnson (Assistant Director of Parks and Recreation) from the Roseville
GARE team will present information on the GARE program including:
 Background on the program
 Progress to date
 How the work is impacting Parks and Recreation
 Possible long term impacts of the program
Included in your packet are the following attachments:
 Roseville Racial Equity Narrative
 Roseville Demographics Summary Sheet
Requested Commission Action: Hear presentation and discuss relationship to
Parks and Recreation.

5. Ongoing Topics
a. Cleveland Avenue and Marion Street Park Site Naming
In your packet is the naming policy regarding assigning names to city
facilities.
Last month you narrowed the long list of community suggested names for
each of the two park sites to the following five:
1. 2134 Cleveland Avenue Site
 Midland Park
 Pollinator Park
 Cleveland Park
 Midland Parallel Park
 Midland Gardens Park
2. 1716 Marion Street Site
 Marion Park
 Unity Park
 Marion Hill Park
 Marion Unity Park
 Marion Hill Unity Park
Commissioner Gelbach agreed to summarize the specific discussion from
last month and research some of the names on the above list. His
research is in your packet and he will be prepared to review it at the
meeting.
As you think about recommending a name for each park to the City
Council, you should be prepared to outline the process, a preferred name,
how it relates to the policy and why.
Requested Commission Action: Review, discuss and consider
recommendation to the City Council.
6. Staff Report - Other new or relevant communications provided as necessary.
7. Other
8. Adjournment
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ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FOR
August 2, 2018 6:30pm
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
STAFF:

Baggenstoss, Bole, Gelbach, Heikkila, Hoag, O’Brien, Quick,
Warzecha
Stoner, Newby
Brokke, Christensen

1) INTRODUCTIONS
2) ROLL CALL/PUBLIC COMMENT
Chair O’Brien recognized that there was public in attendance to speak on the Cleveland
Avenue and Marion Street Park Site Naming Discussion later in the agenda.
3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 5, 2018 MEETING
Commissioner Hoag moved to approve the June 5, 2018 meeting minutes. Commissioner
Warzecha seconds. Motion passed unanimously.
4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – July 12, 2018 MEETING
Commissioner Hoag moved to approve the July 12, 2018 meeting minutes. Commissioner
Warzecha seconds. Motion passed unanimously.
5) PRESENTATION OF MRPA AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Staff introduced Michelle Snider, Executive Director from the Minnesota Recreation and
Park Association (MRPA). Snider provided background on the MRPA and the Awards
Committee which oversees professional awards for individuals and the Award of Excellence
program which recognizes projects. The Cedarholm Community Building was nominated for
an Award of Excellence under the “Parks and Facilities” category. Snider noted the creativity
in rebuilding an aging clubhouse into a multipurpose community building for all citizens of
Roseville. In addition, she recognized the Commission, staff and community for their
excellent work on the project. The Award of Excellence was presented to Chair O’Brien.
6) ONGOING TOPICS
a) Cleveland Avenue and Marion Street Park Site Update and Naming Discussion
This item was moved up in the meeting agenda due to residents being present for this
topic.
Staff provided an update on the two new parks at 2134 Cleveland Avenue and 1716
Marion Street along with an overview of the Naming Policy. The primary principles for
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naming a park include natural habitat, geographic location, non-descript terms or
significant contribution.
Residents have provided naming suggestions for both parks. The Commission was
provided a list of the 23 name suggestions for 1716 Marion Street and 59 suggestions for
2134 Cleveland Avenue.
Ken Young, 1972 Eldridge Ave. – Roseville resident since 1972, suggested that the park
be named Gordy Beseth Park. Beseth was his neighbor and also served for over 30 years
as a Building Inspector. He provided assistance and encouragement to Young and his
wife during home remodels. In addition, he was a great neighbor and a fixture in the
neighborhood. Beseth’s son lives in the family home in that neighborhood with his 3
children who will be playing at the new park.
The Commission discussed the name suggestions, how they relate to policy and why the
name Midland is so prevalent in that area of the City.
The Commission agreed to narrow down the 2134 Cleveland Avenue list to the following
options:
• Midland Park
• Midland Gardens Park
• Midland Parallel Park
• Pollinator Park
• Cleveland Park
Vice-Chair Baggenstoss provided further detail on his idea for “Marion …” which he
believes coupling with hill or woods would provide an identity to that small area of town.
The Commission further discussed the name suggestions for 1716 Marion Street and
worked to narrow the name options to the following:
• Marion Hill Unity Park
• Marion Unity Park
• Marion Park
• Unity Park
• Marion Hill Park
The Commission discussed settling on a final name recommendation for the City Council
from the lists above at their September meeting.
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7) DISCUSSION OF 2018 COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS
Staff provided a brief background on the community survey results, highlighting a few
significant Parks and Recreation scores, including:
• 95% of respondents rate the Parks and Recreation facilities as either excellent or
good
• 41% of households reported that they participate in a city sponsored activity or
program
• 47% of respondents report that they use the trail system at least once per week
• 89% are aware that the City opened the new Park Buildings
• 54% have visited or used one of the new Park Buildings
• 99% of the people who visited or used the Park Buildings would rate their experience
as excellent or good
Commissioner Hoag inquired if the 11% of those who reported using the athletic facilities
was in line with previous usage, or is it trending down due to the age of the Roseville
population. Staff recalled it was similar.
Commissioner Gelbach questioned if the perception of higher crime is something that should
be considered with the Parks. Staff confirmed that the Police Department will be providing
crime statistics to the City Council at an upcoming meeting.
The commission discussed the occasional vandalism in/at the parks and buildings and
wondered if that was an issue. It was reiterated to always call 911 if there are any concerns.
8) FOLLOW-UP TO JOINT MEETING WITH THE CITY COUNCIL
The Commission discussed the outcome of the joint meeting with the City Council. Overall,
the Commission felt well received.
Chair O’Brien inquired about the next time that the Commission would have a joint meeting
with the City Council. Staff confirmed that there is not a set time for the next meeting.
Potentially, Commissioners could present the name recommendations for 1716 Marion Street
and 2134 Cleveland Avenue.
The Commission discussed some of the feedback including the suggestion to provide unique
offerings and the evaluation of the Natural Resource Stewardship Program.
9) STAFF REPORT
• The fall brochures will be in homes in the next few weeks
• 2 Final Discover Your Parks (DYP) events remain (Aug 8 at Keller Mayflower Park
and Aug 15 at Autumn Grove Park)
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Remaining Concert Series dates are still ongoing until August 12th
Final 2018 Roll-in Movie on August 10 – “Frozen”
Natural Resource Renewal Event – August 18th at Villa Park (10:00am-12:00pm)

10) OTHER
Commissioner Warzecha mentioned that a printed list of the Summer Concert Series
previously was located in the kiosks at Central Park. Staff verified that they are typically
onsite and most likely ran out.
Meeting adjourned at 8:06pm
Respectfully Submitted,
Danielle Christensen, Department Assistant

Attachment A

Roseville’s Racial Equity Narrative
March 2, 2018

The City of Roseville is dedicated to creating an inclusive community where the predictability of
success is not based on race or ethnicity.
The actions of government at the federal, state, and local level have created racial disparities that
continue to harm our community. Rectifying these disparities is critical to the development of a
vibrant community and a high quality of life for all residents.
All City Departments will prioritize racial equity in their planning, delivery, and evaluation of
programs, policies, and services.
The City of Roseville is committed to taking tangible steps to normalize, organize, and
operationalize racial equity principles and tools, with an eye toward impactful and sustainable
outcomes that create a more equitable community.

Attachment B

Roseville Parks and Recreation Department
2660 Civic Center Drive - Roseville, Minnesota 55113
651/792-7006
OPERATING POLICY #
POLICY TITLE:
PURPOSE:

40

DATE: October, 1988

Assigning Names to City Facilities

From time to time there is a need to name City of Roseville parks and recreation
facilities. The adopted policy contains an orderly process for accomplishing this
need.

DESCRIPTION:
The following policy adopted by the City Council on October 5, 1988, shall be used for
assigning names to city Parks and Recreation facilities:
It shall be the policy of the City of Roseville to refer to the Parks and Recreation Commission,
any activity involving the naming or changing of names of any city-owned parks or recreational
facilities.
The Commission shall recommend to the City Council for approval, names for new sites,
facilities or portions of facilities. This includes any changes in names to existing facilities.
The naming of parks and recreational facilities will be given consideration by the Parks and
Recreation Commission based on the following factors:

• natural habitat, i.e., vegetation, terrain, animals, etc.
• geographic location, i.e., street names, directions, etc.
• appropriate non-descript terminology, i.e., acronyms or joining of two words or names or
activities, etc.
Only under certain and exceptional circumstances will consideration be given to the names of
individuals (alive or deceased) and/or organized groups, associations or businesses. To be
considered the individual, group, association or business must have made a significant and
exceptional contribution to the site involved or to the community as a whole. Such
contributions, (immediate or deferred) should be for recreation purposes and may include:

•
•

substantial financial donations
substantial property donations

In addition, recognition plaques, memorial plaques or dedications may be placed throughout the
Park and Recreation system by the Parks and Recreation director and with the recommendation
of the Parks and Recreation Commission.

58

Park Naming
Function of the park name is to acknowledge the space’s individual character and/or provide a
sense of history, community and belonging
1.
2.
3.
4.

Locate the park within the Roseville park system structure
Identify or acknowledge a natural or geographic feature (Marion Hill Park)
Identify or acknowledge a benefit to the neighborhood (Unity Park)
Highlight its historical or cultural uniqueness (Cleveland Park, Cleveland Pollinator Park)

Park at 2134 Cleveland Avenue
Midland
Name reasoning (by submitter): “Midland Hills Park. Because this area is anchored by the
Midland Hills golf course and is generally known as the Midland Hills area. One problem
with this name is that the park is flat! Alternatively, Cleveland Park, given its street
location.”
Name origin: Opened in 1921 as the University of Minnesota Golf Club by university
professors who wanted a golf course close to the campus, the members soon found name
restrictive. Hoping to include non-faculty members to expand the membership, they voted
to rename it Midland Hills so that it would appear to be more open to the business and
professional community. The change of name was formally recorded on April 21, 1922. The
name has been in use in the area for 96 years.
Other uses of the name in the area include:
•
•
•

Midland Grove Rd (Apartments N. of Park)
Midland Hills Rd (off Roselawn, just east of Fulham)
Midland View Ct N (off Cty Rd B W.)

Pollinator
Name reasoning: 2134 Cleveland Avenue is the only Roseville park specifically designated
to have pollinator plantings. The City and Parks Commission seek to demonstrate the City’s
commitment to a safe and healthy community environment through the implementation of
practices that protect pollinators on city parks, open spaces, and city property.
Name origin: The City of Roseville has many established programs and practices that help
protect pollinators, including preservation of natural areas, enhancing habitat and use of
native plants in gardens and plantings, limited use of insecticides and herbicides in the
landscape. Our native bees, honey bees and other pollinators are a necessary component of
a healthy ecosystem and food system, providing essential pollination of plants in order to
grow vegetables, herbs, and fruits. This park will be an exemplar for pollinator education
1

and outreach to the community where citizens can visit and see a range of pollinator
friendly plantings that they can reproduce in their own gardens.
Note: Future custodians of the park may choose to redirect the plantings away from
pollinators.
Cleveland
Name origin: The name comes from Horace Cleveland, an internationally known (in the late
1800s) landscape architect. He visited the city of St. Paul in 1872 and proposed a citywide
park system; shortly thereafter Lake Como was purchased, eventually to be the anchor of
Como Park, Zoo, and Conservatory. Cleveland also designed St. Anthony Park and the
University of Minnesota campus. In the 1880’s he worked for the Minneapolis Park Board.
The result of Cleveland’s vision is the famous “Grand Rounds,” an interconnected series of
parkways, and parks, centered on the Mississippi River. The official title “Grand Rounds,”
came much later, but Cleveland’s vision for the scenic byway is timeless, and the
Minneapolis Grand Rounds are known today as one of the best urban park systems in the
world. A similar system was planned for St Paul but was never completed.
As noted above the park is located at the intersection of Cleveland Avenue and County Rd B.
Note: Roseville and the rest of the metropolitan community owes a debt of gratitude to
Horace Cleveland for the award-winning park systems we now enjoy. Cleveland Park
would acknowledge this.
Midland Parallel
Name origin: (see, Midland, above)
Name reasoning (by submitter): In this name ‘Midland’ refers to the Roseville
neighborhood location (see above) and ‘Parallel’ refers to the 45th parallel.
Note 1: The park is not located on the 45th parallel, but north of it.
Note 2: The 45th parallel north is an imaginary circle of latitude that is 45 degrees north
of Earth's equator. It crosses Europe, Asia, the Pacific Ocean, North America, and the
Atlantic Ocean. It supposedly marks the halfway point between the Equator and the
North Pole (not actually a true fact due to global squash that pushes the equator
outward as the world spins on its axis).
There is nothing particularly special about the 45th Parallel, except as a geographic
curiosity. The 45th Parallel is an abstract idea, but the marker may alert passersby to
think about how Roseville is connected to the rest of the globe.
Note 3: In Roseville, there is a monument located one block north of Roselawn on
Cleveland avenue (not actually in the park), north of a short cul-de-sac called Loren
Road on the east side of the street. It reads,
2

“The forty-fifth parallel of north latitude on the surface of the
earth runs through this boulder.
It is an east and west line which is exactly
one-half the distance between the Equator and the
North Pole or a distance of 3102 miles each way.
Located by Ramsey County Surveyor
November 1940
Midland Gardens
Name origin: (see, Midland, above)
Name reasoning: Although a small “pocket” style park, 2134 Cleveland Avenue will have a
pollinator garden, trees and other green features as well as a playground installation (“a
play piece”).

Park at 1716 Marion Street
Marion Park
Name origin: Marion is the street name in Roseville where the park is situated. The street
runs from downtown St. Paul where West Kellogg Boulevard turns north at the Mississippi
River in St. Paul and becomes Marion Street, roughly at the intersection of Concordia Street
one block west of Rice Street at the Minnesota State capitol. Marion continues north until it
terminates at Como Avenue (blocked by the Great Northern Railroad tracks. It picks up
again north of the tracks at Atwater street until blocked again at Ivy Avenue. It goes north
again, cut by Arlington, then a short spur below Mc Carrons lake where the park is located.
It continues north in fits and starts until it terminates just south of Lake Owasso. (searching
for other significance).
Note: Have not learned the origin of the Marion name.
Marion Hill
Marion Hill Unity Park
Marion Unity Park
Unity Park
Name reasoning (by submitter): “I've lived in Roseville for the last 20 years. I have never
felt such tension among various groups of people more than now. But a park is a chance to
gather together with people in our community whom we might not meet otherwise. It gives
us neutral ground to come together in fellowship with others in our community.

3

Our diversity and different viewpoints are a tremendous asset to Roseville. Unity is what
will help our community to continue to thrive and strive together toward a great future for
all of us. This new park will help provide that opportunity.
That is why I propose naming our new park "Unity Park".

4

15th annual

A celebration of wild rice, Native American culture and the Minnesota fall harvest

Sat., Sept. 15, 2018
10:00am - 6:00pm

Crafts!

Music!

Horses!

Dancers!

Demonstrations!

Free entertainment, exhibits &
activities ‘til 4:00pm!









Native American dancers
Wild rice & honey demonstrations
Hands-on apple cider pressing
Gibbs Farm tipi & activities
Traditional crafts
Village Games
Northland Visions & HANC Stores
Acoustic music and storytelling

Food concessions all day!: Pow Wow
Grounds, KCM Egg Rolls, Finer Meat & Eats,
Kettle Mania & 9 Yum Yum (frozen novelties)

Harriet Alexander Nature Center

This is a

2520 N. Dale St., Roseville, MN 55113

Event Sponsors:

651-765-HANC (4262)
W i l d R i c e Fe s t i v a l . o r g
Event
Partners:

event

FALL 2018

ADULT FITNESS
Chair Yoga
Autumn Grove Park Building
Monday, Sep. 24-Dec. 3 | 11 am-Noon
Thursday, Sept. 27-Dec. 6 | 1:15-2:15 pm
(No class Nov. 12 or Nov. 22)
Chair yoga is a total body workout
using breath, meditation and chair
postures to align and integrate the
mind, body and inner energy. Students
feel energized yet peaceful, exercised
and inspired. Great for all ages, levels
and does not require any floor work.
Participants are encouraged to bring
their own mat but it is not required.

MORE
PROGRAMS

T'ai Chi Chih
RosePointe Fitness Room
Tuesday, Sep. 18 - Oct. 30 | 1:30-2:30 pm
T’ai Chi Chih is the practice of gentle,
meditative moves that can reduce
stress and help you feel better. This “no
sweat” exercise program restores
harmony and balance to our lives.

NEW!

Wu Qin Xi

Lexington Park Building
Thursday, Sep. 20 - Nov. 8 | 2:30-3:30 pm
Wu Qin Xi is a qigong practice believed to
be created by the "Father of Chinese
Medicine," Hua Tou (145-208 A.D.). Wu Qin
Xi is a powerful, yet soothing practice that
mimics five animals: the fierce tiger, the
graceful deer, the steady bear, the agile
monkey, and the observing bird. In Chinese
Medicine, the movements of these five
Animals also promote the health of five
corresponding organ systems..

NEW!
Ageless Grace: Mind-Body Connection
Autumn Grove Park Building
Tuesday, Sep. 18 - Oct. 30 | 11 - 11:45 am
Ageless Grace is a cutting-edge brain fi tness program. This class promotes the
Three R’s’ of lifelong comfort and ease – the ability to Respond, React, and Recover.
The Ageless Grace tools include right and left-brain activities. The 21 tools are easy to
remember and simple to do at home. The movements are designed to be
performed seated in a chair and to music! Almost anyone can do them regardless of
most physical conditions. No equipment necessary – come as you are and have fun.

Mindfulness Class
Villa Park Building
Saturday, Sep. 22-Oct. 27 | 9:30-10:30am
(No class Oct. 20)
Learn what mindfulness is and how to be mindful in everyday life. This series
is experiential, helping you develop both formal and informal ways to practice
mindfulness on your own with the support of a group setting. Classes are sequential,
each one builds to the next. Attendance to each class is highly encouraged. All
props/materials needed for class will be provided by instructor. Comfortable
clothing is recommended.

Over 50 and Fit
RSC Fitness Room
M, W, and F year round
9:00 - 10:00 am
Exercise to video tapes in a fun, small group setting that emphasizes flexibility
while increasing strength and stamina. Bring small weights on Wednesdays.

Parent-Child
Music Classes

AGES
BIRTH - K

Autumn Grove Park Building
Thursday, September 13 -December 6
(No class November 22)

Canta Y Baila Conmigo - Spanish

9:30 a.m - 10:15 a.m.

Mixed Age Music Class

10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.

Music and movement classes where families share songs,
instrument play, rhythm changes and movement activities
in a relaxed, playful, nonperformance setting. An adult
accompanies and participates in class as we sing, dance,
play instruments and learn about music development and
how to support that growth outside of class. Each family
takes home a songbook and two CDs of music used in
class. Please note the attending adult’s name and include
an email address at the time of registration.

Kidcreate Studio
Art Camps
AGES
5-12

Art Academy
Oasis Park Building | October 18 & 19 | 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Does your child love art? Painting, drawing, clay, it’s all awesome. We
will experiment with many techniques, materials, and styles as we
make snow globes, paint on canvas, create clay characters and more.
Come ready to have an artsy good time in this highly anticipated camp!

Holiday Ornament Making Party
Oasis Park Building | December 3 | 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
All New Ornaments! Join us for an ornament making party. We will set up 4
stations, each with a different ornament project. These ornaments will make
great keepsakes or holiday gifts. This is a great class for siblings to attend
together.

The Best-Ever Art Camp!
Oasis Park Building | December 27 & 28 | 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
This class is packed full of fan favorites! From snow globes, projects that glow-in
the-dark, and messy clay masterpieces, these are the most requested Kidcreate
projects of all time! All of them put together in one awesome class. This is the
stuff the kids can’t get enough of and guaranteed to be an artsy good time!

REGISTER TODAY!

Flyer created and paid for by Roseville Parks & Recreation

YOUTH PROGRAMS
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Mini Kickers Soccer
Lil' Sluggers
Central Park Gym
Ages 2-6
Fall Session: Tuesday, Oct. 2-Oct. 30
Hit, run and throw your way into fun with
Lil’ Sluggers! Lil’ Sluggers is a nationwide
company that teaches the fundamental
skills of baseball and softball to the littlest
athletes in a fun and positive environment.
The program is designed to prepare athletes
for their journey into organized team play
by improving and developing their social
and physical skills both on and off the field.
Sluggers will learn how to throw, field,
catch, hit and run the bases. Program will
build upon the skills learned in previous
sessions.

Ages 2-6
Central Park Gym
Wednesday, Oct. 3 - Nov. 14 (no class Oct. 31)
Mini Kickers will focus on sport
fundamentals and emphasize fun! This six
week program will introduce kids to the
sport basics and highlight a new skill each
week including passing & shooting.

MORE

651-792-7006
cityofroseville.com/parks

Youth CHEM Sports
Grades K-6th
Saturday, Sept 8 - Oct 13
CHEM stands for Character, Hand, Eye and Mind. Courses provide sport
specifi c instruction along with personal enrichment and an emphasis on
character development. Programs include team skill-building activities that
focus on awareness and character both on and off the court. In addition to
improving their skills, students will increase self-confi dence, self-esteem
and generate positive attitudes. All equipment provided.

Aerial Sling
Dance & Yoga
Safety Awareness
& Self Defense
Age 5+
Thursday, Sep. 20 - Nov. 15
Participants learn self-discipline and
improve strength, balance and
coordination in these classes.
Classes based on age and ability, with
opportunity to advance to yellow belts
and higher.
Shorts or sweatpants and t-shirt
required. Uniforms optional and
available throughout the session for
$30.

Ages 8-18
FVCC
Monday, Sep 24 - Oct 29
Come master the feeling of flight. Our
professional aerialist instructor will safely
take your children through aerial dance
and yoga moves, one at a time. Each child
will progress from one pose to the next at
their own rate. They will gain flexibility,
confidence and get a fantastic full-body
workout. They won’t know how hard they
are working because they are having so
much fun. Ages 8-18 are welcome; there
will be something for every age.

