33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

2. Pickleball Courts
i.
Identified reasonable options and costs to meet demand
ii. Engagement process is complete (see Attachment C)
iii.
Identified preferred option to begin to address demand as:
a)
Memo of Understanding (MOU) with Roseville School District to
upgrade Aŋpétu Téča Education Center (Fairview) Courts
b)
Convert Evergreen Park to permanent pickleball for a cost of
approximately $100,000. ……………………………
Prepared by: Lonnie Brokke, Director of Parks and Recreation
Attachments: A. Pocahontas Park Name Engagement and Analysis Plan and Community
Feedback
B. Commission minutes: September and October of 2021 (Today’s Meeting)
C. Pickleball Court: Summary of Community Feedback (Slides and feedback in
today’s packet)
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Pocahontas Park Name - Community Engagement and Analysis Plan
UPDATED March 2021
Progress tracked in BLUE – Updated Sept 29, 2021

Background
Pocahontas Park, located on 2540 Pascal, has been in the Roseville Parks and Recreation system
since the 1960s. Its original naming did utilize a community process.
Recently, some community members have expressed some concern that the name may cause
harm to Native Populations. Community members noted the following concerns:
• Pocahontas, the person, has no direct ties to Minnesota, Minnesota’s current Native
populations or the indigenous populations who originally inhabited Minnesota.
•

The popular, commonly told, narrative of Pocahontas’ life focuses primarily on her
assimilation to European culture such as her conversion to Christianity and taking a
European name. The version of events told by her tribe (The Powhatan) says that
Pocahontas was exploited and victimized by the European settlers.

Although there have been some preliminary general comments from the community, the topic
has not been widely discussed in a formal way. In accordance with the Government Alliance on
Racial Equity (GARE) Toolkit, and City standards for engagement, it has been suggested by the
Parks and Recreation Commission that a comprehensive engagement process be undertaken to
ensure that the:
• Issue is thoroughly understood.
• Impacted populations are aware of the conversation and have the opportunity to
participate.
• Recommendations are thoroughly vetted and that feedback of all Roseville residents
is considered.

I.

Objective

To engage the impacted communities to assess the impact of the name on their feeling of being
“welcomed, included and respected” in Roseville, including the:
•
•
•
•

Native American people who live in Roseville
Indigenous populations of Minnesota
Neighbors of Pocahontas Park
Entire Roseville community

Utilize the process as a potential opportunity for education on Native Americans in Minnesota
for the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Community.
Develop relationships with the Native Community that can lead to greater long term, ongoing
engagement.

II.

Data

History of Pocahontas as a Person: A history of Pocahontas as a person was shared at the
Parks and Recreation Commission meeting on September 1. View the meeting minutes of that
discussion.
Native American Population in Roseville: 168 (2010 Census), estimated 217 (2018 – US
Census Bureau estimate).
Native American Population in MN:

Pocahontas Park Neighborhood:
An estimate found that nearly 700 Roseville addresses would likely consider Pocahontas Park to
be their neighborhood park. This analysis of “neighborhood park” was comprised of walkability
(distance and absence of significant barriers) and residents for whom Pocahontas Park is their
nearest park.

Total Population of Roseville: 33,660

III.

Engagement

Based on the information provided above, the following groups and strategies have been
identified for engagement. Next to each strategy, a proposed responsible person is listed in
parentheses. For further commentary/methodology, see Section V. Implementation.
Native Americans who live in Roseville
o Engagement Strategies:
 Public notice that the Parks and Recreation Commission is seeking
comment on the issue (Staff)
 Project webpage (Staff)
 Public meeting (likely virtual due to COVID 19) (Staff/Commission)
 Connecting through personal resources
• Wild Rice Festival Participants (Staff)
 City newsletter (Staff)
 Target: minimum 10 people.
Native Americans who live outside of Roseville but have expertise on impacts of names on a
population
o Engagement strategies
 Specific invitations:
• Minnesota Indian Affairs Council
o Shannon Geshik discussed with the Commission on
December 1, 2020.
• Roseville Area School Native American Parent Group
o Staff attended a meeting in April.
• U of M American Indian Studies leaders/faculty
o Reached out, no response.
• Minnesota Historical Society
o The Commission has been provided links to two webinars
presented by Dr. Kate Beane, one regarding naming issues.
• St. Paul Public Schools Indian Education Program
o Received feedback from John Bobolink
• Native Governance Center
o Staff spoke with Executive Director, Wayne Ducheneaux in
November.
•

Target: 2 or 3 experts

Neighbors of Pocahontas Park

o Engagement method
 Direct mailing
• Notice was mailed to nearby homes as part of the Discover Your
Parks Mailing.
• Direct mailing will be sent to those identified in this plan prior to
the Sept. 7 listening session.
 Electronic notice
• Cityofroseville.com/Pocahontaspark
• News update posted
 Listening session
• September 7
 City newsletter
• Included in the March/April newsletter
 Direct Engagement
• Staff/Commissioners plan to attend Discover Your Parks at
Pocahontas park.
• Staff attended the Indigenous Dance performance in Central Park to
solicit feedback.
 Target: 25 people
Roseville residents beyond the park neighborhood










Direct mailing
• Notice was mailed to nearby homes as part of the Discover Your
Parks Mailing.
• Direct mailing will be sent to those identified in this plan prior to
the Sept. 7 listening session.
Electronic notice
• Cityofroseville.com/Pocahontaspark
• News update posted
Listening session
• September 7
City newsletter
• Included in the March/April newsletter
Direct Engagement
• Staff/Commissioners attended 7 Discover Your Parks events and
handed out flyers and solicited feedback.
• Staff attended the Indigenous Dance performance in Central Park to
solicit feedback.
• Display boards about the issue were placed in City Hall.
Target: 50 people

Sufficient Engagement Will Have Been Accomplished When:
•

A significant number of each of the stakeholder groups above have provided input (see

•

IV.

“targets” above).
Impacted groups such as neighbors, Roseville’s native community and the greater
Roseville community is aware of the issue and conversation.

Analysis

Parks and Recreation Commission Members shall review and analyze the data collected and
make a recommendation to the City Council to either keep the name the same, change the name
or engage in further conversation on the issue. If the commission recommends a name change,
the City Council may ask the Parks and Recreation Commission to continue this process to
recommend a new name to the city council.
It is important to note that the City’s Racial Equity Narrative will be utilized in the analysis of
the data and the provision of a recommendation. This process is not intended to be a simple
“straw poll” on the issue.

V.

Implementation

The proposed process consists of (completed items italicized):
•

PLAN DEVELOPMENT
o November 5, 2020 – Parks and Recreation Commission developed draft
Engagement Plan. Agree that plan will continue to evolve as more information is
learned.
o January 2020 – Joint meeting with City Council to update on feedback received
and seek feedback.

•

INFORMATION GATHERING
 Commissioners heard from Shannon Geshik of the Minnesota Indian
Affairs Council, a Roseville Resident and member of the Roseville Indian
Education Parent Committee and Roseville resident. (See December Parks
and Recreation Commission meeting minutes)
 Staff Spoke with Wayne Ducheneaux from the Native Governance Center.
(Notes included in March Parks and Recreation Commission Packet)
 Received written correspondence from John Bobolink, St. Paul Public
schools. (Included in March Parks and Recreation Commission Packet)
 Received written feedback from Metropolitan Urban Indian Directors
Group. (Included in March Parks and Recreation Commission Packet)
 Other written reports and information sessions have been collected and
provided to the Commission. (See various Commission Packets and
meeting minutes).
o Community Listening Session (September 7, 2021) Completed
 Share feedback that has been received
 Invite neighbors to participate




• Direct mailing to neighborhood
• Targeted mailing to Native American community (if possible)
• Social Media/Nextdoor
Invite Native American residents to participate
Utilize existing contacts at school district(s)

o The COVID 19 pandemic causes challenges to other vehicles for engagement that
may be used. Examples could include in-person community meetings and
engagement at community events. Staff and the commission will continue to
analyze the viability of safely using these methods.
•

VI.

DELIBERATION AND RECOMENDATION
o Once sufficient engagement with all target populations has been reached, the
Parks and Recreation Commission will analyze the data received and develop a
recommendation for City Council. Their recommendation shall ensure that
impacted communities’ input and racial equity considerations are included in their
recommendation.

Accountability

The above process will strive to meet the following tangible benchmarks to ensure that it meets
the objective listed in section I.
•
•

Notify all neighbors within the defined “neighborhood” of the conversation and provide
them an opportunity to participate in the conversation.
Receive feedback from:
o 10 Roseville residents who are Native American.
o 2 Native American experts.
o 20 Neighbors of the park.
o Provided the opportunity for all Roseville residents to participate in the process.
o Provided the opportunity for feedback on the final proposal before it is
implemented.
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more recent history. I’d like to suggest that this presents a unique
opportunity to recognize and honor the Indigenous people who
lived here before the white settlers came and literally stole their
land. Looking around Roseville I have not seen anything,
anywhere, which recognizes that the Dakota and Ojibwe people.
Not as street name, a building, a Heritage Trail maker, nothing.
Like other white people, I had never given it a moment’s thought
until recently, and I was very sad when I visited the Roseville
Historical Society last Winter and was told the history begins with
Isaac Rose in 1843.
I do appreciate that Parks and Recreation hosts Wild Rice
Festival and that this year the Music at the Rog included an
Indigenous band, and there are probably other things I am
missing. What I’d like to see is something permanent that can be
used as a catalyst for discussions of the full history of our City.
I’m going to push a little and say I would like to see two parks renamed. One in honor of the Dakota, and one in honor of the
Ojibwe. The fact that we have a park named for a woman who
was part of a Indigenous nation from the East Coast highlights
the fact that many of us have not understood or appreciated that
there were more than 500 Indigenous Nations in the US, and
many different nations/communities/tribes in Minnesota. If they
are discussed at all, they are usually lumped together as
Indigenous. How powerful would it be to change that right here,
right now, by taking this opportunity to separately honor both the
Dakota and Ojibwe. It matters. I know that Don Eubanks who is
from Mille Lacs and Dannah Thompson who is White Earth are
always very careful to say that they cannot speak for the Dakota.
It could be so beautiful!!! Like the Arts Roseville Mosaic Project
at the library, I imagine a project to honor separately honor the
Dakota and Ojibwe. If that was at two separate and distinct parks
it would be so powerful! It could always be a source of
discussion. If it is impossible to imagine two separate parks, I
hope in your discussions you will be attune to the fact that it is
important to understand who you are hearing from.
Ultimately I could be completely wrong. Maybe it’s not as simple
as making the two distinctions or maybe that’s not the most
important thing. This is another great example of a white person
thinking I know what is needed! Please take this as a suggestion
to encourage you to think big at this time and to suggest some
questions to ask before making your recommendations.
One other thing I would like to point out is that usually in October
the City of Roseville has a proclamation for Indigenous People’s
Day. . They are usually very generic. I have been pushing the
Human Rights, Inclusion and Engagement Commission and the
City Council to make all of the Proclamations more meaningful by
actually referencing how the proclamations are connected to
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residents in Roseville, and I have asked them to do programming
related to the proclamations too.
I know it’s virtually impossible to think you will have a new name
by October, but I think it would be great if along with this year’s
Proclamation, the Mayor could announce the work being done to
change the name of Pocahontus Park. I imagine in the future
every Indigenous proclamation could include references to the
park or parks that honor the Indigenous People and why it is
important to have them. The question that we like to ask when
we are looking at what the City is doing is “Is whatever this action
is meaningful, or it is just ‘checking a box’ to say we have done
something’. You have a perfect opportunity to make the
Indigenous People’s Day proclamation this year be more than
checking a box. I know there’s not much time but you could also
show that it is possible to move fast when the situation warrants
it.
Thank you again for your thoughtful consideration of this park
name. The fact that none of you questioned the need to change
the name gave me great hope that more and more people in our
community, and especially those representing our City, are ready
to accept responsibility and do the work to really live up to the
Inclusion and Respect Statement.
Thank you.

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
government offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such
as this one, may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act
and/or may be disclosed to third parties.
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Concern

Roseville is their ancestral lands. As an Ojibwe woman, it makes sense
to maybe not rename but rather revert back to the original name.
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From:
To:
Date:

Danielle Christensen
Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Thursday, September 3, 2020 10:13:29 AM

Hello,
Thank you for taking the time to reach out to the Parks & Recreation Commission e-mail.
Community input is invaluable to the Parks & Recreation Commission.
All messages sent to the Commission will be included in Commission documentation for
review.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Dani
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Danielle Christensen | Department Assistant – Parks & Recreation | City of Roseville
O: 651.792.7103
From: noreply@civicplus.com
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 8:26 AM
To: *RVParksCommission <*RVParksCommission@metro-inet.us>
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas park name change

Contact Information

Name:

Pocahontas park name change

Address:

Ted Tessier

City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer to
be contacted? Remember
to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

Email

Phone Number:

Field not completed.
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Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

As an indigenous man and a Roseville resident I would really
appreciate changing the name of this park. There are plenty of
find names that could be selected from the Dakota language that
would be more appropriate for this land. I myself am Ojibwe But I
honor the fact that I live on Dakota land. Please consider
showing respect by changing this name.

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
government offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such
as this one, may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act
and/or may be disclosed to third parties.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Matthew Johnson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:21 AM
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Where did the name of this park come
from? Most of the other parks are named for there location, plot/area location name or our two
parks dedicated to our two lost police officers.
I would like to suggest it is time to change the name of this park. Even if there is a same street
name around the park, the park itself could be renamed.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Sharon
Last Name: Gerber
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 9/23/2020 11:20:49 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 174.20.3.238
1
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Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

2
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https://www.mnhs.org/ramseyhouse/learn/alexander-ramsey

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City government
offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such as this one,
may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act and/or may be
disclosed to third parties.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
*RVParksCommission
Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Friday, October 30, 2020 8:57:43 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas Park Re-name

Contact Information

Name:

Kelly Miller

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer
to be contacted?
Remember to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the fields
below.

Email

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

Boozhoo,
My name is Kelly Miller. I am a resident of Roseville and also an
enrolled member of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe. I am the
Director of Department of Indian Work a program of Interfaith
Action of Greater St.Paul. As an indigenous women, I feel
offended when I learned there was a park in our city named
Pocahontas Park. I hope you are aware that her story that
Disney told is historically inaccurate. I feel that the park should
be renamed and I personally would like to see it be named in
Ojibwe. I am aware St.Paul is historically Dakota/Lakota land but
the Ojibwe people were also in the area. I am willing to help
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advocate for this event, participate and share information with the
American Indian community.
Miigwech,
Kelly

Unless restricted by law, all correspondence to and from Roseville City
government offices, including information submitted through electronic forms such
as this one, may be public data subject to the Minnesota Data Practices Act
and/or may be disclosed to third parties.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
*RVParksCommission
Online Form Submittal: Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Sunday, November 1, 2020 7:58:53 AM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Contact Parks and Recreation Commission
Please complete this online form and submit.

Subject:

Pocahontas Park

Contact Information

Name:

Kathy Ramundt

Address:
City:

Roseville

State:

MN

Zip:

55113

How would you prefer
to be contacted?
Remember to fill in the
corresponding contact
information in the
fields below.

Email

Phone Number:
Email Address:
Please Share Your
Comment, Question or
Concern

There is much to be done to educate our community about the
history of our land before it became Rose Township in 1850. Our
City has an opportunity to address that lack of acknowledgement
of that history beginning with re-naming Pocahontas Park. Based
on the work that Do Good Roseville has been doing in our
community, I want to share the following resources with you and
offer to help in any way we can.
I recently attended a program by Dr. Kate Beane, Director of
Native American Initiatives at Minnesota Historical Society on
place names. She is Dakota. Here is one of her TedTalks “The
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Lasting Legacy of Place Names” https://youtu.be/bBqqVEJ42iI.
Don Eubanks (eubanks289@msn.com). Don is a resident of
Roseville and he has served on the Imagine Roseville group. Don
is a member of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe and currently
teaches at Metropolitan State University. He has served as the
Director of MultiCultural Affairs at the MN Dept of Human Services
and on the board of American Indian Family Center. He hosts
Counter Stories on NPR. Here is a link to their program: “Counter
Stories: Restoring Native American names to Minnesotan
landmarks” (which also features Dr. Kate Beane)
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/414686898/counter-stories
American Indian Parent Advisory Committee for ISD623. They
meet every third Tuesday
https://www.isd623.org/calendar/american-indian-parent-advisorycommittee-meeting
American Indian Cultural Liaison for the school district. Contact
information is available at https://www.isd623.org/node/384
Corey Yunke, Community Relations Coordinator for Roseville
Police Department. The recently created Multicultural Advisory
Committee has 2 members who are Native Americans
Jamie Becker-Finn – MN House Representative for 42B. Jamie is
a Leech Lake Ojibwe descendent.
Dannah Thompson – Roseville resident and Roseville city council
candidate and descendant of the White Earth Reservation.
To connect with Native Americans living in Roseville, find out how
the Community Survey was conducted. According to the
published survey results in a random sample of 400 randomly
selected residents, they were able to ensure they had
representation from 2 Native Americans (out of an estimated 217
of 33,000 residents. This shows that it is possible to identify and
connect with specific populations. This means you should be able
to connect with not only Native Americans, but other nondominant cultures.
http://www.cityofroseville.com/DocumentCenter/View/30417/2020City-of-Roseville-PowerPoint-Presentation
Engage with the Roseville Library. They are always open to
programming ideas. They could help engage the community. Judy
Woodward is the History Coordinator at Ramsey County Library.
Judy does excellent historical programming and has a wealth of
contacts. Her email is: judith.woodward@co.ramsey.mn.us. Carol
Jackson is the Adult Programming Manager. Her email is:
carol.l.jackson@co.ramsey.mn.us.
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Dana Healy, the Executive Director of CTV North Suburbs, is very
well connected and has many options for community outreach
and programming to connect with residents. Her email is:
dhealy@ctvnorthsuburbs.org
Do Good Roseville did a program called “Ask an Indigenous
Person” which was a panel discussion.
https://www.ctvnorthsuburbs.org/videos/ask-series-ask-anindigenous-person/. You could reach out to the program
moderator, Nyia Harris, for contact information for the panelists
that participated. Her email is nyny9980@gmail.com.
Here is another organization to reach out to: Native Governance
Center. They educate, engage, and share information with the
broader community around topics related to sovereignty, nation
building, and Indian Country. . https://nativegov.org/programs/ .
Their website includes contacts for all of the Native Nations in
Minnesota: https://nativegov.org/resources/
Dr. Beane’s recent program “Reclamation at Bde Maka Ska:
Dakota Name Restoration and Community Advocacy in Public
Spaces.”, listed the following partners:
University of Minnesota’s Circle of Indigenous Nations
Department of American Indian Studies
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Advising Office
College of Liberal Arts President's Emerging Scholars program
office
American Indian Student Cultural Center
American Indian Science & Engineering Society
American Indian Cultural House
Multicultural Center for Academic Excellence, and Housing &
Residential Life.
The work you are doing now is a critical step in the City’s stated
goal to be inclusive. The easy path is to do what we have always
done. We can use our tried and true methods to reach out to the
community, which will get the same results we have always had
and will continue to represent only our predominately white
residents. We can simply remove the offensive name and give it a
generic new name that takes the path of least resistance and
does not require or encourage future community engagement into
the full history of our City.
The richness of an individual's life comes from all of the people
we know and all of the experiences that we have, and the same
can be said for a community. I urge you to be courageous and to
use this as an opportunity to acknowledge the full spectrum of
people that make up our community and to acknowledge our full
history, warts and all.
Thank you.
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Kathy Ramundt
Do Good Roseville
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 10:01:55 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: I am a lifelong Roseville resident and a descendent of white earth nation. I think you should
change the name of the park because this name does not honor Native Americans or our ancestry, but rather it reinforces negative stereotypes and
outdated images of indigenous peoples. Instead I suggest that you pick a Dakota name since we are on Dakota homeland after all!
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Nicole
Last Name: MartinRogers
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/26/2021 10:01:53 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 174.20.57.145
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=UnZc8okAhsRmUPyBjd6VB_9scQ90xm7qopogM4Eg-b0&s=JivThSd4T04NJWZ1vkX-S7RnBqbXS8Be6_Ti20-Oyvo&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 7:18:23 AM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Pocahontas Park must be renamed. Pocahontas was not from this region. Just picking a famous
name does not honor our Native American/Indigenous brothers and sisters of Minnesota.
With kindness,
T
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/26/2021 7:18:21 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 174.219.145.39
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=aDJXn1uyhwW2_H5k7fZAMueTxhNjKbtMqVejLF0Nt3A&s=9h0H0kf6cmLaEWcvleRNIt3i5nEfuV06zzUEnpLRHWQ&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 7:46:16 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Awful name for a mythological character. There are a number of Dakota place names for towns,
lakes, and parks in the region. Kaposia comes to mind in South St.. Paul. Minnetonka is another. Minnesota is a Dakota word, and an apt name for
the state. It translates In English as “land of sky blue waters.” Somebody hasn’t done any research on Dakota language place names, which would
be appropriate for any park in the Twin City region. Consult a Dakota language speaker. Contact Neil McKay at the U of Mn. He teaches Dakota
language there. We are all on Dakota homeland in Minnesota. The Dakota were here before the Chippewa, so my recommendation is to use a
Dakota word. Even naming it after the prairie rose in the Dakota language would be an honoring of the first Minnesotans, and honors Roseville.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Mary Beth
Last Name: Faimon
Address:
City: St. Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55105
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 7:46:13 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 97.64.251.150
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=vc-_mMyfgW1YvP7rZz22L4_Gu-jv10SRvHkQG78U75k&s=oqrKo9iZqoC_uejmN-eW_qAuy_4sbQDC1JAXm0Ys7Uw&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:44:39 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: This name is not only inaccurate and completely unrelated to any aspect of the land or people
who live and have lived in this part of Minnesota, or in Minnesota in general — it perpetuates a shameful stereotype of Native Americans. It’s
embarrassing that a park on Dakota lands, in the 21st century, bears this name. I call on the Parks & Rec dept. to not only remove this name from
the park, but to also produce a public apology, and to actively seek out Native American community groups in the metro area to work with directly
(and compensate!) to determine an appropriate name for this park.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Sam
Last Name: Wegner
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address: s

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 6:44:37 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 98.240.218.226
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=AD_Rdy18peE_hGHFzpw5Vq49m3rSgoag9x4Z75nAOFs&s=ms8j_497QDU3cxndnzmGI3Ceii9FBZUrZehCpZI-Ojw&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:31:58 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: To name this park “Pocahontas Park” is not only offensive and perpetuates Native American
stereotypes but reinforces an idea that we are not separate sovereign nations, which we are.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 6:31:56 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 24.7.253.40
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=72Stma0sYrFvvtmtaM5YFQ-9aJSlxJsSolEl3s069Us&s=oh9pd2MHJvFKtn17VK6VYOsK6K1uLh_ph80Y1HEJNRk&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:28:10 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: I think that in 2021 we can find a better name for this park,
perhaps a name that respectfully honors the Dakota people who were here before this was Roseville. Please consult
with local Dakota folks to remedy this.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Marjorie
Last Name: Otto
Address:
City: Maplewood
State: MN
Zip Code: 55117
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 6:28:08 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.37.192.185
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:26:36 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Boozhoo,
My name is Emily and my family is from the White Earth band of Ojibwe. The name Pocahontas has no place here. Pocahontas was not a princess,
she was a child who was stolen from her home by white settlers. She also was not from this land. It would be far more appropriate to have a Dakota
name for this park, as this is Dakota land.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Emily
Last Name: Kunze
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 6:26:34 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 24.118.1.14
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=sxxjsiZdtceDYRAB7Zad_vvkbHjQ2MkdDkJBcSIwebA&s=jDC8e-4TC6-r6fv5K54spQZFBdQGfThwGSuNYW8PP0o&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 8:53:37 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: I can't believe that this name has been used as long as it has been. It whitewashes the kidnapping
of a child and serves as a traumatic reminder of Trump's slurs against Elizabeth Warren. There is no Minnesota history wrapped up in there, either--it
provides no such value.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Vidhya
Last Name: Shanker
Address:
City: Minneapolis
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 8:53:35 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.94.222.22
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=Yg0xShOnOWvfwnd1pihcljaLR_J_mBpijVjkBWQRt2E&s=KZBpJDIx8yd5fjVyj1xEJh9d3JUkUranfxoPXqsOllo&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 9:17:05 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Please change the name. This has nothing to do with Minnesota.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: M
Last Name: Jaralambides
Address:
City: HOPKINS
State: MN
Zip Code: 55343
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 9:17:03 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 75.72.145.211
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 9:50:49 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Pocahontas did not come from here. Not appropriate. I know some native folk who have
suggested naming it a place name (in Dakota) and honoring Roseville.   They suggested Prairie Rose (only using the Dakota word).   I think so,
too. Before naming something that uses a name from another culture.... Representatives from that culture should be consulted so as not to
unintentionally cause offence.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Renae
Last Name: Storbakken
Address:
City: St. Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55119
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 9:50:47 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 65.128.140.148
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__l.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=V5802p_wyRUnDDkuHDPf0PTfwa9mg_uV0T4uyMYopjU&s=vqZW1F7H9gIA0BZ_3DyetxJf7Vt7rThqn5kDVZD4Lr4&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 10:52:08 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Extremely disrespectful to actual Native American women. I am not sure where Roseville chose
to get another history lesson from but obviously not from any of the indigenous communities who’s land Roseville is located on. Walt Disney
should not be the source for naming a park.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 10:52:06 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 98.240.196.29
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=rc7sEhgbOxM_Sr_GV0fm1YPCmiD3_tBM9GCvzNmU-JI&s=dgB7YLAfGt4ISekYzTjWeo9riM1JflNsAuWPUppgSok&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 7:58:13 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park::
1.) Pocahontas wasn’t from here
2.) With no reason or interpretation provided about such a name for a Roseville park, all this name does is perpetuate stereotypes of Native Americans
as all lumped together/all the same (actually there are over 500 distinct Native nations!), traps us in 1800’s imagery and erases actual living native
people, and elicits those harmful sexually inappropriate media depictions of Native women.
3) no, it does not “honor” us.
Please change this name and respectfully make wave for better change.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 7:58:11 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.88.39.26
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=OyME8oTPSMMKsgQhpAuGgNL_ktbpFHBd_LBs_dqasYs&s=LMwwVcweWs8YdH1e4R5pMSTx2QXApgw35FSrUhQoDDk&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 4:36:35 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: The name is ridiculous. Let's stop pretending like Native Americans are a myth and no longer
exist. Surely we can come up with a better name. If this name remains then it'll be a park my family and I are sure to avoid.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes,No
First Name: Eamon
Last Name: Coyne
Address:
City: Saint Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55106
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 4:36:34 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 192.203.201.3
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__l.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=Ze-yNCdK_LY2RokkYkeeeMs9B0ohwQAzlL4OOyb_soo&s=j_ijbSsFrtg0ebmxkvVox4K-yZu2HY-q58Aec9B-06w&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 4:36:08 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Please re-name this park asap! This is an inappropriate name, is not even a Dakota name and
serves no purpose other than perpetuating harmful myths and stereotypes of indigenous peoples. I don’t live in Roseville but the adjacent St. Paul
and that name shames all of us who live in Minnesota.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Daniela
Last Name: Bell
Address:
City: St Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 4:36:06 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.37.219.205
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=d67O3d-r-lEPzrN4fD7vL8V3o8NAJZmcmaKX3elAtEc&s=_O9pq62kZnA0q17wKAgfBPjKZOIbUcSweHjq0Xf0SMo&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 3:47:38 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Change the name. It's long overdue and the continuous ask is tiring.
Change.the.name.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 3:47:36 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 68.168.185.32
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=Y4JjYvQdbU0PFOg7zRLbpEBkT1YCvLc5q9Lv0mNI0ZA&s=ueplkvyovMPpoyJ05fG2biB9Fen1sY2B1zZn7d11uyY&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 3:31:07 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Please change the name of this park. It's well past time to stop
honoring falsified, colonial histories that glorify pedophilia and genocide. Pocahontas wasn't her real name, and she
was kidnapped by a man a great deal older than her when she was a child of 12 years old. Please choose a different
name to honor Minnesota's Dakota history or something about the outdoors and be on the right side of history.
Miigwech (thanks)!
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name: Jennifer
Last Name: Hall
Address:
City: Minneapolis
State: MN
Zip Code: 55414
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 3:31:05 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 97.127.87.218
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 3:28:11 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: This is Dakota homelands and the park should reflect the Indigenous people of the area.
Therefore it seems pretty inappropriate to name it after Pocahontas, who is not from this area. It comes off as disrespectful, in fact, since it seems as
though the people who named it believe all Natives are the same. Minnesota has a rich Indigenous history and we should honor it in an intelligent
manner. Lets move beyond stereotypes and do better.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Marlena
Last Name: Myles
Address:
City: SAINT PAUL
State: MN
Zip Code: 55102
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 3:28:09 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 98.240.250.236
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https3A__l.facebook.com_&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=yopF4X9j3Un4Cm0vq078KR1CG6n8f3LP_gJ_d7Iq9us&s=SwpggbtRxJrhs9h4jrAYqIXy05PG9gqiqdrk7joOvSs&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, January 25, 2021 2:54:00 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: Really need to change the name of this park. Pocahontas wasn’t
even from this area, number one. Number two, having this park named Pocahontas with literally no reason,
interpretation, or historical ties to this area just serves to perpetuate stereotypes of Native people, that we are all the
same, and brings to mind antiquated and inaccurate imagery of who Native people are.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Maggie
Last Name: Lorenz
Address:
City: Saint Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 2:53:58 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 71.34.21.134
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10

Matthew Johnson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, January 25, 2021 5:07 PM
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: It is violent that you would think naming a
park Pocahontas would even begin to honor tribes in MN. She wasn’t even from here!!!! Don’t
fake DEI work and actually do it. Connect with the tribes who used to inhabit the land of
Roseville.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: No
First Name:
Last Name:
Address:
City: Roseville
State: MN
Zip Code: 55113
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 5:07:19 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.94.20.218
1

Attachment 10

Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIj
MM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=B6kdVpJ6BA9y_E5ytyk5ua0FMT9mHBCu7QaMNiMBQ4M&s=YxQTuQE
GXJ6aYIc35zfsTzGnLgt0Q9r4YP2dN398UFM&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

2

Attachment 10

Matthew Johnson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, January 25, 2021 4:41 PM
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: I find it to be completely disgusting,
disrespectful and extremely offensive. Please remove the name immediately as this impacts
those who do live in the community and or attend their schools and spend money on business in
your city. My son who is native & black attends RAHS, plays sports in your city and his other
non White friends need to know they are respected and supported.
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Susan
Last Name: Montgomery
Address:
City: Saint Paul
State: MN
Zip Code: 55117
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 1/25/2021 4:40:36 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 174.219.14.197
1

Attachment 10

Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http3A__m.facebook.com&d=DwIFAg&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIj
MM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=dCi_vm3jZhFXVbU3OaHx3pBJuk9r2cX3w8zGBiJhgQA&s=dSt860yZxNo
Bt43cOBgL07qz8Fb7YkVC6AtL5et99zM&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

2

Attachment 10
From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 11:49:34 AM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Katie

Last Name

Davis

Street Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

Hello,
I appreciate you taking this into consideration. As a white person,
I believe it is my responsibility to acknowledge the feelings of and
impact on BIPOC and others who are discriminated against. I
agree with changing the name of Pocahontas Park and I am
happy to live in a city where this is taken seriously.
Thank you,
Katie Davis
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

Attachment 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Comments
Monday, March 22, 2021 10:17:44 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use caution.

The following form was submitted via your website: Pocahontas Park Comments
My thoughts and comments on Pocahontas Park:: It’s been this name for years, part of history
I thought
I would like Parks and Recreation staff to contact me.: Yes
First Name: Nancy
Last Name: Bingham
Address:
City: Rockford
State: MN
Zip Code: 55373
Email address:

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 3/22/2021 10:17:41 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 97.127.92 247
Referrer Page: https://urldefense.proofpoint com/v2/url?u=https3A__www.google.com_&d=DwIGaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=4aSj2T1ScELgvNU6rPLknKulconxbv__FLPALQT68M&m=FFsYqSV5A2ffRxc9LhdhUlqilxyNhZAcxTanC9-iU1Y&s=jVnhHtX1NKc8BkSoaQl5HzP73UpAj83B1iP1pzmdNBY&e=
Form Address: http://cityofroseville.com/Forms.aspx?FID=426

Attachment 10
From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Matthew Johnson
Online Form Submittal: Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
Monday, July 5, 2021 2:39:46 PM

Caution: This email originated outside our organization; please use
caution.

Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Chenar

Last Name

Howard

Street Number
Street Name
Street Type

Curv

Apt #

17

City

Roseville

State

MN

Zip

55113

Email Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

I fully support changing the name of Pocahontas Park to a more
inclusive name that is better associated with the Roseville, MN
area. I welcome the input of local Native American groups as
well. Thank you for considering this issue.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Patricia

Last Name

Dankert

Street Number
Street Name
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Apt #
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City

Little Canada

State

Minnesota

Zip

55117

Email Address
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Provide Feedback
Below

I hope that you come up with something better than what they
plan to call Fairview Comm Ctr. I still have not found one
individual who agrees with the next to remember and impossible
to pronounce name. It will forever be "Fairview" as to most of us
this making a big deal about Indian names is ridiculous. Wonder
how many Indians living in Roseville were even consulted about
this name change.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Elyse

Last Name

Coleman

Street Number
Street Name
Street Type
Apt #
City

Roseville

State

Mn

Zip

55113
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As an ally who has many friends in and works with the Native
community in MN, I have never heard a Native say the way
Pocahontas' name and story has been colonized was ok or is not
offensive. It perpetuates trauma.
Please rename the park. This is one super small piece of
courtesy we can do for our Native relatives. It may be more
appropriate to ask the Dakota tribe what to name the space as
this is their land.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Pocahontas Park Name Feedback
First Name

Naomi

Last Name

Krueger

Street Number
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Roselawn
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Avenue

Apt #
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Roseville
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MN

Zip

55113

Email Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

I am in full support of changing the name of Pocahontas Park. If
it is offensive to people in our community and to the Native
American community, then changing the name to be in line with
our values makes perfect sense. It feels wrong to me to name a
park after a Native American woman who was mistreated and
whose story has been misrepresented in American history AND
who has no ties to Minnesota. Unless there is a compelling
reason from local Native American groups to change the name to
something else Native, then I would recommend changing it to
something else entirely. We live on stolen land. We need to be
respectful of that history and of the people whose ancestors have
deep roots here.
As a parent with young kids, I want my kids to live in a
community that takes these kinds of concerns seriously and
works to right wrongs of the past. It sets a really good example to
them and helps to build a community that is inclusive and
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considerate to all people, especially the historically marginalized
or oppressed. I am very thankful that the city is being thoughtful
about this and it makes me proud to live in Roseville.
I hope a name is chosen that has no connection to white
colonialism. Perhaps a name related to native plants, flowers, or
wildlife could be a good choice. Or a name connected to our city
values. The name should make all people feel good (or at least
neutral) when visiting this park or talking about this park. When
my kids visit city parks, they give them their own names that
remind them of the specific features of the park. Such as "rocket
ship park" or "Blue park" or "Dark Slide Spinney Slide." The kids
who use this particular part most might already have a name for
it.
Sincerely,
Naomi Krueger
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Roseville
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MN
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Provide Feedback
Below

I believe it's far more important to learn about names/people,
whether good or bad, and gain lessons from the past rather than
castigating our communities for things that may be offensive.
Removing such things from our communities removes the stories
behind them, the lessons behind them; without lessons from the
past are doomed to repeat it over and over and over again.
I and my husband are for keeping the name as it is. We
appreciate your consideration in this matter and for allowing us to
give our input.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Laura
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Hill
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Street Name
Street Type
Apt #

Field not completed.

City

ROSEVILLE
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MN

Zip

55113

Email Address
(Section Break)

Provide Feedback
Below

Dear Committee Members
I live across the street from the Park and beg you to make the
name simple, if you choose to change it.
If you want a Dakota word, try Keya (turtle) as there have been
such in the little pond.
Hinhan (owl) would also be good - I hear them hooting from the
neighbors' trees in the night.
If an English word, how about All Welcome?
But please I urge you not to pick a word such as you have given
to the former community center. You must not know American
speakers if you don't know the word will be soon butchered; it
may even morph into something undesirable. And that's not
respectful.
Keep it simple!
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FOR
September 1, 2020 6:30 p.m.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
STAFF:

Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Hoag,
O’Brien, Stoner
Kim, Lenhart
Anderson, Brokke, Christensen, McDonagh, M. Johnson, R. Johnson

1) INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Hoag introduced the virtual Zoom format for the meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
State Law allows for an exception to in-person public meetings during pandemics to ensure the
safety of commissioners, staff and the public. The public was still encouraged to participate in the
meeting using the Zoom platform.
2) ROLL CALL/PUBLIC COMMENT
Roll Call Commissioners: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, O’Brien, Hoag, and
Stoner.
Staff present on the call: Anderson, Brokke, Christensen, McDonagh, M. Johnson, and R. Johnson.
Chair Hoag called for public comment by members of the audience.
E. Djevi, 1056 Sharon, thanked the Parks and Recreation Commission for their discussion on the
name Pocahontas Park at the meeting this evening. He recommended that the Commission reach out
to people in the community who are of Native American heritage and include them in the renaming
process.
D. Thompson, 2425 Co. Rd. B2 W., shared that she is a descendant of the White Earth Ojibwe tribe
and wanted to relay how significant it is to her that this is on the Parks and Recreation agenda and
thanks the Commission for putting it there. She added that in reference to the name Pocahontas Park
she believes it contributes to Pan-Indianism as it places all Native Americans in the same category
when there are hundreds of different tribes throughout the United States. In addition, the name also
contributes to erasure by not honoring the tribes from Minnesota, as Pocahontas was from the East
Coast. Thompson also relayed that Pocahontas’ name was actually Matoaka and noted that if the
name is kept the city should honor her by using her actual name. However, she again reiterated that
Pocahontas was from the East Coast and she feels it is important to honor the native people of
Minnesota, specifically the Lakota peoples whose land Roseville is on. Finally, Thompson shared
that many native communities refer to Pocahontas as the first victim of human trafficking and she
feels that the use of her name for this park is very disrespectful. Thompson understands that there is
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no action planned at the meeting tonight. However, she is hopeful that this discussion opens the door
to begin changing the name and that the points she has made are considered.
K. Vandre, 2458 Holton St., lives in the neighborhood of Pocahontas Park. However, she does not
feel comfortable using the name Pocahontas Park and just refers to it as “The Park” to her young
children. She works with many tribal communities within the state of MN and has the same concerns
that have already been mentioned by other community members during this meeting. However, she
also feels that the Commission should take up a consideration of what a land acknowledgement
would mean to reflect our heritage in MN. In addition, she suggested a statement that looks at how
settler colonialism has contributed to all of the reasons that we are here and to look at what a land
acknowledgment would look like to rename this park and all other parks in Roseville. She stated that
this goes along with all of the racial and equity work that has been spurred this summer within the
community.
3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – AUGUST 6, 2020 MEETING
Vice-Chair Dahlstrom moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Baggenstoss seconds.
Roll Call
Ayes: Baggenstoss, Brown, Dahlstrom, Hoag, and Stoner.
Nays: None.
Abstain: Arneson, O’Brien.
4) PRESENTATION OF MINNESOTA RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION (MRPA)
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Staff introduced Tracy Peterson, Awards Committee head with the Minnesota Recreation and Parks
Association (MRPA) and Parks and Recreation Assistant Director for the City of Edina, MN who
was presenting on behalf of the (MRPA). Peterson provided background on the MRPA and the
Awards Committee which oversees professional awards for individuals and the Award of Excellence
program which recognizes projects. The Cedarholm Community Building and Golf Course was
nominated, and won, an Award of Excellence under the “Administrative and Management
Strategies” category. Peterson congratulated Roseville Parks and Recreation on their innovation to
see Cedarholm beyond a golf facility, by creating ways to make it a year-round facility that focuses
on lifelong fitness and recreational opportunities. In addition, to creating a recreation space Peterson
noted that Cedarholm has also become a gathering place providing residents a sense of community
via new program offerings outside of golf.
Brokke thanked Peterson for taking the time to present the award and thanked staff for their
commitment and initiative to the project.
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ROSEVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES FOR
December 1, 2020 6:30 p.m.
PRESENT:
ABSENT:
STAFF:

Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Hoag, Kim,
Lenhart, O’Brien, Stoner
Brokke, Christensen, M. Johnson

1) INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Hoag introduced the virtual Zoom format for the meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
State Law allows for an exception to in-person public meetings during pandemics to ensure the
safety of commissioners, staff and the public. The public was still encouraged to participate in the
meeting using the Zoom platform.
2) ROLL CALL/PUBLIC COMMENT
Roll Call Commissioners: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Carlson, Dahlstrom, Heikkila, Kim,
Lenhart, O’Brien, Hoag, and Stoner.
Chair Hoag called for public comment by members of the audience. No one indicated a desire to
speak.
3) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – NOVEMBER 5, 2020 MEETING
Vice-Chair Dahlstrom moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Lenhart seconds.
Roll Call
Ayes: Arneson, Baggenstoss, Brown, Dahlstrom, Hoag, Lenhart, O’Brien and Stoner.
Nays: None.
Abstain: Heikkila.
4) POCAHONTAS PARK NAME DISCUSSION
Staff began with a review of the previous background that the Commission has completed on the
Pocahontas Park name discussion, including:
• Reviewing the history of Pocahontas
• Utilization of the Government Alliance of Racial Equity (GARE) Racial Equity Toolkit as
the framework to examine the issue
• Identifying and agreeing upon engaging the communities that are directly impacted by the
name
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•

Utilizing the process as a potential opportunity to educate the Commission and community
on Native Americans in Minnesota

As part of the process it was identified to reach out to members of the Dakota Tribe as the land
would have been theirs historically.
Shannon Geshick, Executive Director of the MN Indian Affairs Council, founding member of the
Roseville Indian Affairs Parent Committee, a consultant with the St. Paul School District Indian
Education Program as well as a Roseville Resident was introduced to the Commission by staff. Ms.
Geshick thanked staff for the introduction and also added that she is a mother, grandmother and a
member of the Bois Forte Band from Northern Minnesota. She relayed that she was very
appreciative of the outreach that the Commission has already done. In addition, she reiterated that
the Dakota should be included in the discussion as Pocahontas Park would be on their ancestral land.
Geshick relayed that Pocahontas is not a villainous character. However, there is a concern of
historical inaccuracies, as the victor has the advantage of telling the story. To address this there has
been a push for updating stories with truth telling that would highlight multiple perspectives. In
addition, she shared that a conquered people can sometimes be seen as “mythical people” instead of
modern people. However, indigenous peoples are doctors, lawyers, etc. all living current lives. She
explained that this could be a good opportunity to tell a shared story and bring indigenous peoples
into modernity.
Commissioner Stoner asked if the name should honor an indigenous person.
Ms. Geshick relayed that she only speaks on behalf of herself, she acknowledged that she feels that
reclaiming the name and honoring what it once was is a good idea. She stated that she did not know
Roseville’s naming policy. However, she offered using the name of a Dakota person such as
Lieutenant Governor, Peggy Flanagan. She also added the idea of “#landback” which would give the
land back to the Dakota people.
Chair Hoag questioned if the name needed to be changed if an educational component was added at
the park.
Ms. Geshick responded that she does not find the name Pocahontas personally offensive. However,
she noted that there is a thriving Native American community/culture and history in MN that could
be reflected in the name and this could potentially be a good opportunity for this teaching.
Commissioner Dahlstrom asked Ms. Geshick how you give historical significance to a place without
losing the education of modern indigenous people.
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Ms. Geshick responded that there are multiple avenues to historical knowledge. However, an
acknowledgement that indigenous people are still here is important with projects
Commissioner Baggenstoss added that indigenous people are not only modern but are a valuable
piece of the world. He acknowledged that Roseville has the opportunity to do the right thing and get
in front of the discussion as it pertains to the name Pocahontas.
Commissioner Arneson suggested having a QR reader at the park to connect park-goers with
educational information about the native people who originally lived on the land.
Commissioner O’Brien noted that she has read much of the information put out by the Roseville
Historical Society. However, she relayed that it generally all starts with Rose Township. She stated
that she would like to read about the Dakota people who were here originally. She added that
partnering with indigenous communities to provide educational experience at the park would be a
great opportunity.
Ms. Geshick commended the Commission for the work they have done already. She said that any
recommendations that she would have offered (include the native voice, contact native agencies,
include the Dakota Tribe) have already been addressed by the Commission.
Staff asked Ms. Geshick what Parks and Recreation can do to further the narrative that indigenous
people are still here as a modern people.
Ms. Geshick responded that the Commissioners has already discussed some great ideas such as:
Using the QR code to connect to a website that has historical and current information, include tribal
nation information, and highlight current indigenous people. She noted that Roseville could be a
model for other cities.
Commissioner Heikkila recognized Youth Commissioner Andrew Kim who brought this topic to the
Commission originally.
Former Mayor, John Kysylyczyn, provided a review of Roseville City Code 204 and 205 to the
Commission. He relayed that it appears to him that much of the information in the Pocahontas Name
Process falls under 205 and may fall under the Human Rights Inclusion and Engagement
Commission (HRIEC). In addition, he noted that he does not believe that a Commission has the
authority to engage other sovereign government bodies, discuss reparations or land donations. In
addition, he noted that historical research would be done by the Roseville Historical Society.
Kysylyczyn noted that he does not have any evidence of historic settlements on the specific piece of
land that Pocahontas Park sits on. He acknowledged that per the Roseville Park Naming Policy parks
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are only named after fallen Roseville officers. Kysylyczyn brought up different examples of parks
that would need to be revisited if the park naming policy is no longer followed and parks are named
after people other than fallen Roseville officers. He noted that there is a specific naming policy and
he feels that the Parks Commission is obligated to follow that. Finally, he cautioned the Commission
that he feels members of the City Council may not appreciate the Commission engaging other
sovereign governments without approval.
K. Vandre, Thanked Ms. Geshik for being at the meeting. She relayed that she lives in the
Pocahontas park neighborhood and she does not feel comfortable using the name of the park. She
relayed her appreciation to the Commission for taking up the issue. Also, she pointed out that if we
are worried about policies, Pocahontas was a real person. Therefore, if we are worried about having
parks named after people, and following policies, the park name should be changed. She also relayed
that the HRIEC should be involved in this process. In addition, she felt that the public should be
allowed to have a voice. She concluded by stating that the people whose land was taken should
especially have a voice in the discussion and not including them would be wrong.
Commissioner O’Brien reconfirmed that the Commission is thinking about a strategy that would be
proposed to the City Council and is currently in the information gathering stage. Staff confirmed that
is where the Commission is at with gathering information to present at a joint meeting with the City
Council in early 2021.
Commissioner Baggenstoss added that there is nothing wrong with bringing new voices to the table
and asking questions. He added that if in the end, the worst thing to come out of all of this is that
more people believe in government, the Commission is on the right track.
The Commission discussed next steps in the process, including reaching out to representatives of the
Dakota Nation and the Roseville Historical Society. They also discussed meeting with the City
Council and if any additional information was needed prior to that meeting.
Commissioner Stoner noted that he would like to potentially have this as a topic next month, if
possible.
Staff clarified the process and reasoning for having a joint meeting with the City Council as a next
step, as it will ensure clear communication, guidance and support for the renaming of Pocahontas
Park to the Commission.

RESIDENT
«fullStreetName»
ROSEVILLE, MN 55113
Friday, August 27, 2021

Dear Pocahontas Park Neighbor:
As you have likely heard, over the past year the Parks and Recreation Commission has been learning more and
engaging with the community about the appropriateness of the name of Pocahontas Park.
Specifically, some have raised concerns that the name may be offensive and harmful to Native Americans in the
community. Some of the specific concerns include:
•
•
•

Pocahontas, the person, doesn’t appear to have had any ties to the state of Minnesota.
Historical and pop-cultural representations of Pocahontas differ greatly from the history that her tribe shares.
Research shows that glorification of historically inaccurate portrayals of past Native Americans can be harmful
to present day Native Americans.

The Parks and Recreation commission has spent several months working through an Engagement and Analysis Plan,
learning more and engaging impacted communities on this issue. Enclosed is a flyer with more information about the
process and conversation to date. Additional information and an opportunity to provide feedback is also available at
cityofroseville.com/pocahontaspark.
The analysis of the issue will culminate on Tuesday, September 7 at 6:30pm where the Commission will hold a
listening session to hear the opinions of residents and others who wish to have input on the subject and discuss the
issue. The meeting can be attended in person at Roseville City Hall or virtually at cityofroseville.com/attendmeeting.
If you are unable to attend the meeting, written feedback will be accepted at cityofroseville.com/pocahontaspark
through Monday, September 6.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Matthew L. Johnson
Assistant Parks and Recreation Director
(651) 792-7102
Matthew.johnson@cityofroseville.com
2660 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE ~ ROSEVILLE, MN 55113
651-792-7006 ~ FAX 651-792-7100 ~ CITYOFROSEVILLE.COM/PARKS

8/17/2021

Roseville looks to rename Pocahontas Park
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Watch Live

Roseville looks to rename Pocahontas Park
By Babs Santos | Published March 22 | Roseville | FOX 9

ROSEVILLE, Minn. (FOX 9) - The city of Roseville is moving to change the name
of one of its parks after hearing from Native Americans on why the current
name offends them.
The park is named after Pocahontas, but Pocahontas came from a tribe
farther east. This offends the Dakota people who say the Roseville park should
bear a name that reflects the caretakers of the land.

Roseville looks to rename Pocahontas Park

The city of Roseville is moving to change the name of one of its
parks&nbsp;after hearing from Native Americans on why the current name
offends them.

"The story of Pocahontas that people see on Disney is a very incorrect and
inaccurate history of what happened with this young woman," Minnesota
Indian Women Resource Center CEO Marisa Comings told FOX 9.
"It’s frustrating," Executive Director of Lower Phalen Creek and Waká Tipi
Center Maggie Lorenz said. "This type of name and imagery is harmful to our
communities… it really places us in the 1800’s context."
"If it’s a name that’s been mischaracterized and misused by Walt Disney, then
maybe it isn’t appropriate to keep the name of the park Pocahontas," John
Bantle said.

https://www.fox9.com/news/roseville-looks-to-rename-pocahontas-park
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Roseville considers renaming Pocahontas Park - StarTribune.com

The name fuels misunderstanding about the breadth and diversity of the hundreds of
Indigenous communities across the country, Ducheneaux said.
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"Oftentimes, when we are quote-unquote being honored, it s as if we are monolith," he
said. "We are not viewed as distinct or individual tribal nations."
The Twin Cities is the ancestral homeland of the Dakota people. Johnson said the city
has reached out to Dakota tribal members, but city staff understand that Indigenous
communities can be inundated with these types of requests.
So far, the debate around the name change has been measured, Johnson said. Ducheneaux said Roseville s process appears to be thoughtful and pragmatic, but he cautioned
leaders not to get hung up on perfection.
Johnson said the city is accepting suggestions for possible names. Some parks
commissioners have pondered at past meetings if the park should be renamed to honor
local people.
Shannon Geshick, executive director of the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council, threw out
some ideas for a renaming when she spoke to the parks commission last December.
"My initial thoughts were to bring a modern name or a modern person," Geshick said,
suggesting the park could honor a Dakota person or Lt. Gov. Peggy Flanagan, who is a
member of the White Earth nation.
The city will host a public listening session about the park name at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 7
at City Hall.
RELATED

Sign up for the new Eye on St. Paul newsletter
We'll keep you informed on all things St. Paul. Delivered straight to your inbox each weekday.

(http://newsletters.startribune.com/pages/1788361/29164)

Shannon Prather covers Ramsey County for the Star Tribune. Previously, she covered philanthropy
and nonprofits. Prather has two decades of experience reporting for newspapers in Minnesota,
California, Idaho, Wisconsin and North Dakota. She has covered a variety of topics including the legal
system, law enforcement, education, municipal government and slice-of-life community news.
Shannon.Prather@startribune.com
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