City of

R94SEVILLE
Minnesota, USA

Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall Council Chambers, 2660 Civic Center Drive

Monday, July 15, 2019
1.

Roll Call
Roe called the meeting to order at approximately
Order: Etten, Willmus, Laliberte, Groff, and Roe. City
Mayor

7: 13 p. m.

Voting and Seating
Manager Patrick Trudgeon and

City Attorney Mark Gaughan were also present.
2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Approve Agenda

Willmus moved, Groff seconded, approval of the agenda as presented.
Roll Call
Ayes: Willmus, Laliberte, Etten, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

4.

Public Comment

Mayor Roe called for public comment by members of the audience on any non- agenda
items. No one appeared to speak.
5.

Recognitions,

6.

Items Removed from Consent Agenda

7.

Business Items
a.

Donations,

and Communications

Consider Setting Public Hearing to Provide Preliminary Approval to the Issuance of Tax- exempt Bonds on Behalf of Roseville Leased Housing Associates I, LLP and Roseville Leased Housing Associates II, LLP
Finance Director Chris Miller briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the RCA
and related attachments dated July 15, 2019.

Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment, with no one coming forward.

Willmus

moved,

Etten

seconded,

adoption

of

Resolution

No.

11620

entitled,

Resolution Calling For A Public Hearing On A Proposal For A Housing Finance

Program And Giving Preliminary Approval To The Issuance Of Housing Facility
Revenue Bonds To Finance A Multifamily Housing Project Pursuant To Minne-

sota Law, And Authorizing The Publication Of A Notice Of The Hearing ( Twin
Lakes Family Apartments Project)."
Council Discussion
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Councilmember Willmus explained as previously indicated with the presentation

this is certainly something the City Council will be supporting.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Laliberte, Etten, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

Willmus moved, Laliberte seconded, adoption of Resolution No. 11621 entitled,

Resolution Calling For A Public Hearing On A Proposal For A Housing Finance
Program And Giving Preliminary Approval To The Issuance Of Housing Facility
Revenue Bonds To Finance A Multifamily Housing Project Pursuant To Minnesota Law, And Authorizing The Publication Of A Notice Of The Hearing ( Twin
Lakes Senior Apartments Project)."

Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Laliberte, Etten, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

b.

Consider Approval of the Roseville Area High School Police Liaison Officer
Agreement

for the 2019- 2020 School Year

Chief Rick Mathwig summarized the request as detailed in the RCA of this date;

and noted a bench handout incorporated into the RCA providing an extract of City
Council meeting minutes of July 15, 2019.

Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment, with no one coming forward.

Laliberte moved, Groff seconded, approval to accept the 2019- 2020 Roseville Ar-

ea School Police Liaison Officer Agreement as set forth by School District 623
and authorizing the signing of the Agreement by the Mayor and City Manager.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Laliberte, Etten, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

c.

Consider a Request to perform an Abatement

for Unresolved

Violations

of

City Code at 679 Eldridge Ave.
Building Official Dave Englund briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the

RCA and related attachments dated July 15, 2019. Mr. Englund noted that the
tenant on the property would be resolving the violations before moving out, and
asked to have until July 22 to complete the work.
Councilmember

Etten

wondered

what

significance

July

22nd

had.

Regular City Council Meeting
Monday, July 15, 2019
Page 3

Mr. Englund indicated the owner is signing a lease Friday and asked to have the
weekend to move the items.

Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment, with no one coming forward.

Laliberte moved, Etten seconded, directing Community Development staff to
abate the public nuisance violations at 679 Eldridge Avenue by notifying a contractor to remove items stored outside but stating the enforcement of that until after July 22, 2019.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Laliberte, Etten, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None

d.

Review 2020 Changes in Property Tax Base, Legislative changes, and Other
Budgetary Impacts
Finance Director Chris Miller briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the RCA
and related attachments dated July 15, 2019.

Mayor Roe asked if the differential between the levy increase percent and taxpayer

impact

percent

applies

to

all

Whatever change there is in the levy

properties.

will have a proportionally larger percent change to the property tax no matter
what the actual evaluation is.

Mr. Miller

it is

going to be

For single- family homes, generally speaking there are some single- family homes that did not increase at that
same

rate.

noted

always

relative.

Some increased at a lower rate than the tax rate as a whole so those

property owners will see a different impact.

Mayor Roe thought generally speaking there will still be a differential between

what the levy change is in terms of a percent change to levy and what the tax
change would be.

Mr. Miller indicated that was true.

e.

Receive the 2020- 2039 Capital Improvement Plan

Finance Director Chris Miller briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the RCA

and related attachments dated July 15, 2019.
Mr. Miller started his presentation

Councilmember
ants

on fee supported

funds.

Laliberte asked where the revenues are represented from the ten-

that lease in the strip

mall owned

by the City

of

Roseville.
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Mr. Miller explained it is not in the License Center Fund, there are a separate set

of books being kept just for the Lexington Shop Center. There is not anything in
the CIP for the strip center because there still needs to be a conversation with the
Council for long- term maintenance. He noted so far there is not a single dollar
programmed into the CIP for that building.

Councilmember Willmus asked how the City of Roseville is allocating lease savings for that facility.
Mr. Miller explained the rent the license center would have paid under the exist-

ing lease is getting funneled into that facility.
Councilmember Willmus asked how that is getting reflected.
Mr. Miller explained it is an expense to the license center and the revenue comes
over

into

a separate

fund for just the strip

He noted there is no capital, one

mall.

hundred percent of that is being used for operating costs.
Mayor Roe asked if there was any Capital Fund balance somewhere in existence
that was a part of the acquisition of the Lexington shops.

Mr. Trudgeon stated there was no amount of transfer of funds.

Mr. Miller continued with his presentation on funding strategies and impact on
homeowners reviewing the strategies with the Council.

Mayor Roe appreciated the information and thought it was really reflective of
what the City Council has been looking for over the last few years with the 2020
details

and

supporting

narratives

as

well

as

the 2020 summary.

He appreciated

being in a position of looking at this and finding things looking pretty good for
the

twenty

He thought staff has been working really hard to get the
City of Roseville to that point and it is relieving to see some of that progress
showing in terms of not having a lot of painful issues to deal with. It seems to be
next

years.

much more manageable

this time around than it has been in the past and a lot of

credit goes to staff, and Councilmembers present and past.
Councilmember

Laliberte

thought this

was

nicely

laid

out.

She did not anticipate

having a conversation tonight. She indicated strategy number one, for her, bears
some discussion on the City Council' s part as to how to engage voters on this.

She personally thought the people voted on that bond levy to begin with and
should

have

some

public

process

to

weigh

in

on

this.

She thought

there

also

needed to be more conversation on strategy number five about the communications.
the

She thought as laid out now, it is the most transparent and agreed that with

cable

franchise fees

declining,

it is

not

going to look

good.

She

thought

there
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needed to be a deeper look at some of the expenses in that area and what to anticipate.

Mayor Roe stated on the communication side, he thought it was important to note

that it is the capital needs for communications, which is primarily the Council
Chambers,

cameras,

and

switchers,

etc.

At least in an initial take, it makes sense

to take a look at that from a tax supported view, as a facility.
Mayor Roe thought it may make sense to do a little shifting around between Central Services, which looks like it might be struggling, and the Administration and

Finance Equipment Funds which look like they are over funded over the twenty
He indicated on the License Center strategy, he thought it made sense to

years.

make sure the Finance Commission is involved in those discussions and analysis

with recommendations back to the City Council.

Mayor Roe noted a couple of things that were specifically in the 2020 plan that
actually do kind of relate to Public Works, one is the HVAC units on City Hall
are

programmed

in for

about $

90, 000.

He wondered if that was anticipating any

kind of tie in to the geothermal system.
Mr. Trudgeon did

not

believe it

was.

He did know staff is talking about and re-

engaging and looking at the existing geothermal connections more in the future,
but he did not believe the HVAC tied into that.
Mayor Roe asked if this was just rehab needs.
Mr. Trudgeon indicated that was correct.

Mayor Roe explained there was talk about the costs over at the maintenance facil-

ity

and

the significant

item

being

the fuel

system

replacement.

The note was

made that in 2020, staff will know more about where the City of Roseville will be
and he thought that tied into the facility study that will be undertaken.
Mr. Trudgeon explained that was the reason for the note being placed there.
f.

Discussion on City Council 2020 Budget Goals
Finance Director Chris Miller briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the RCA
and related attachments dated July 15, 2019.

Mr. Miller made a presentation to the City Council.

Councilmember Etten stated given the increases that will be coming through the
burden shifting, as well as some of the built- in costs, he appreciated the attention

on the EDA levy that is going to end up around zero percent even with those
shifts

for

a single-

family

home.

As

well,

the

City

of

Roseville

is in

a much

better
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spot with the CIP and there does not need to be a lot of new dollars added there.
He thought those are good things and he would be supportive of some new posi-

tions or something around those areas in either or both public safety areas with a
caveat that he would like to see more clearly how those additions can be expected
to improve

public

He thought some of what he has seen so far has not

safety.

helped him as far as he wants to go in order to support that because of the other
impacts on the City of Roseville right now.

Councilmember Etten appreciated the programs being looked at for improving the
EAB program and things like that and thought that is going to be important as far
as the quality of the City of Roseville going forward.
Councilmember Willmus indicated one of the things brought forward was poten-

tially repurposing some existing levy dollars towards capital and maybe there is a
little bit broader conversation there, maybe it doesn' t all go to capital, maybe that

does go towards some increase in services in public safety. That is a conversation
he would like to have. He noted perhaps there are some internal looks that can be
done within administration and asked if there are areas with potential opportunities for reallocation
of dollars.
That is certainly something he would like to look
into and see if there are some possibilities there.

Councilmember Laliberte offered that there were a couple of good conversations

on the public safety needs and she thought the City Council will have to delve into that as a part of this year' s budget conversation and how to make those needs

truly improve the response and service of what is being provided but also not necessarily

get

into competing

with

the county

on

social

services.

She thought that

mental health is something that is facing all aspects of the communities, city,
schools, county, and she thought that is having a big impact on their responses for
police and fire.

Councilmember Groff was concerned with looking at the numbers and that the
General Fund has

been

The safety issue is his number one
concern and thought that would be something the community would support.
Emerald Ash Borer is going to be a problem the City of Roseville will need to address. He thought that would cost money, but he did not want to increase the tax
levy more than is needed because there are people that could be taxed out of their
not

addressed

yet.

homes and he did not want that to happen.

Mayor Roe added in terms of looking at how much the City Council may look at
repurposing of debt levy capacity for perhaps some operational costs versus capital costs, he thought it might make sense to take an overall look at all of the allo-

cations of levy capacity towards the capital funding, like the City Council did
with IT to look if there are some opportunities to transfer, shift from capital to operating to make sure that the City of Roseville is not having some of the fund balances

grow

a

lot in the

out

years.

He

noted

while

that looks

good

now,

if there is
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the opportunity to dig down and really look at it, there might be some opportunity
to

also

deal

with

some

operating

needs

that

are

ongoing

needs.

To the extent that

it can be done with existing tax levy, he thought that is always the first place to
start.

Mayor Roe noted from his perspective, he would like to see more on the law en-

forcement side of public safety and what the City Council might look to increase
in terms of what is being done, what those impacts and benefits are, and how it
works.

Councilmember Groff thought this was discussed in 2018 but asked if there is a
possibility of conversation on the cash reserve target levels, why those levels are
there, and while some have ranges, some do not.

Mayor Roe thought that was a good point because on Parks and Recreation, the

City Council talked about looking at a potential for a range on that one because it
does not have a range right now.

Councilmember Willmus asked when the City Council will see a revised fee
schedule for the coming year.
Mr. Miller noted that is part of the City Manager budget and will come later in the
fall.

Councilmember Willmus would like to see the City Council get a look at that a

little sooner in the year, if possible, particularly if there is something the City
Council sees could be adjusted.

Mayor Roe thought it might be a good idea to look at the fee schedule again as a

reminder of what was done in 2018 and then an opportunity for some initial input

in case there are some things that either come up then or come up now that the
City

Council

to look

Then when it comes back for approval, the City
Council has had that opportunity to at least have some back and forth before that
wants

at.

time. He thought that made sense.

Councilmember Laliberte agreed and has seen some recent articles about how

City fees are impacting the cost of housing and development, how the cities are
struggling to have general housing and redevelopment areas affordable even when
those are not affordable projects, and thought it would give the City Council another look at that too.

Mayor Roe thought it might make sense to have an outline presented to the EDA

about what the City development fees typically are and what is a typical example
of

how

much

that

affects

development.
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Councilmember Willmus thought another side of that is when the City Council
looks at fees that might be associated with Met Council or fees that might be associated with the Watershed that the City collects or things that these other entities forces a developer to do.

Councilmember Groff thought it would be helpful for him to know what other

communities this size are charging for development fees and if there is any way to
make a comparison in the metro area to help the City of Roseville see where it
stands.

Mr. Miller continued with his presentation to the City Council asking what a reasonable cost for these outcomes are.

Mayor Roe explained as he looked at the impact, it seems to him that a property

owner, when looking at their tax statement, can make a connection between their
value

and

change

their tax

amount

change.

He would be looking to have a com-

monality between that median value increase and thought anything above the median value increase, the City Council needs to justify.
Councilmember Groff thought people in general, could deal with the six or seven

range. It is more money per year, but he did not think it would be a huge issue for
the residents.

Councilmember Etten asked if the City of Roseville was already within the six or
seven percent with the built- in costs.
Mr. Miller

If the Council wanted to get creative and stay within that per-

agreed.

centage range then some solutions to that would be repurposing from one program
to another and reallocating some levy dollars that were going to the capital would
have to come back to operations, etc.

Mr. Miller explained he would like to get some feedback from the Council on the
use
with

of

the

public

how many

comment

cards

staff

He reviewed

card.

has

the costs to send them out along

back from

received

residents.

He wondered

if the

City Council wanted to use this same approach or try something different.
Mr. Trudgeon explained the only reason staff is bringing this up is because it is a
cost that the City of Roseville has and for the next year, the City of Roseville
switched printers and got a good deal on the newsletter costs going down but
would

cost

a

little

more

to

do the insert.

He

noted

it

would

This has

be $ 3, 500.

been declining over time and staff was not really sure why, as far as the copies
sent back. There have been pretty consistent emails on it. In 2018, there were 48
total

responses,

sponse

Council

to the

only 21

costs.

found it

as

of

those

were

physical

cards

which

is

about $

60 per re-

He wanted to be sensitive to that cost; however, if the City
something

valuable

that

triggers

people

to

start

to

thinking
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about

the budget, then certainly the

City

should

continue

to

use

that.

He wanted

to make sure it was still worthwhile and something the City Council used to foster
some additional thought on the budget process.

Councilmember

Willmus was not sure if he was a fan of the hard- physical card.

He thought staff should focus more on the electronic format released around the
same time that the budget is out there, so people have some relevance with their
comments.

Councilmember Laliberte knew that after the first year there was a change to the
questions

and

the format

of

the

card.

She did not know that as a result, things

dropped off because of how the questions were asked and might be a reason for

decline but she did know that the timing of it was also changed in 2018.
Mr. Trudgeon indicated the question also changed in 2018.

Mayor Roe thought the question changed almost every year.

Councilmember Laliberte explained she was trying to figure out why there was
the first

She was totally supportive of electronic ways
to solicit the same type of information, but it cannot be a one day, it has to be a
such

a great

response

year.

campaign, so to speak, to continually ask it and invite the responses.

Councilmember Groff thought it seemed to be a very large expense for a very low
response unless the City of Roseville did something very different to get more reHe would agree with the other Councilmembers to go with electronic or

sponses.

other means of doing it.

Councilmember Etten agreed, maybe looking at other ways or City events for
feedback.

Mayor Roe thought to maintain an opportunity for the paper response, could staff
allocate some space in the newsletter itself to a form that could be cut out and put

in an envelope and sent. Then the City of Roseville is not paying for an insert and
a postcard

and

the question

it

might

needed

be

a

way to

get

a physical

response.

He was not sure that

to change.

Mr. Trudgeon indicated he would talk to staff to see what is possible.
8.

Approve

9.

Approve Consent Agenda

10.

Council&

Minutes

City

Manager

Communications, Reports,

and

Announcements
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Mr. Trudgeon
EDA

11.

and

City

the

reviewed

Council

agendas

meetings,

and

for the

July

the August

22nd

26th

City Council meeting, August 12th
City Council meeting.

Councilmember- Initiated Items for Future Meetings

Councilmember Laliberte updated the City Council on when Chair Nora Slawik of the
Ramsey County League of Local Governments would be coming to do a conversation
with anyone who wants to engage. The event will be held on August 15th from 5: 00 p.m.
to 7: 00 p.m. at Shoreview City Hall.
12.

Adjourn

Willmus moved, Etten seconded, adjournment of the meeting at approximately 8: 30 p.m.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Laliberte, Etten, Groff and Roe.
Nays: None.

OVA

tria
Daniel J. ' •
ATTEST:

Patrick

J. Trudgeon,

City

ger

Mayor

