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Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall Council Chambers, 2660 Civic Center Drive
Monday, September 11, 2017
1.

Roll Call
Mayor Roe

called the meeting to order at approximately 6: 30 p. m. Voting and Seating
Order: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe. City Manager Trudgeon and City

Attorney Mark Gaughan were also present.
2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Approve Agenda

City Manager Trudgeon reported that Property Abatement Business Items 7. e and f had
been resolved and therefore removed from tonight' s agenda.
McGehee moved, Etten seconded, approval of the agenda as amended
Roll Call
Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

4.

Public Comment

a.

Mike Byrne, Gaming Manager for Rosetown Legion 542
Mr. Byrne reviewed some of the donations this organization had made to veterans
and youth organizations ( e. g. scholarships) over
cent requirements

by

the city for

expenditures

the last few

to be

made

years.

With the re-

100% within the Rose-

ville trade area, Mr. Byrne advised that this placed them at a distinct disadvantage

when seeking to make donations elsewhere ( e. g. Fort Snelling restoration, recent
Houston, TX hurricane relief efforts, and historic donations they had made to
Camp Ripley). Mr. Byrne stated that he had surveyed other organizations and
their trade areas and found the typical trade area requirement was between 25%
30%.

Mr. Byrne asked that the City Council reconsider this recent city code
change to alleviate this issue and allow the organization to continue serving worand

thy causes outside the immediate Roseville area.
b.

Angela Byrne, 1894 Chatsworth Street N

Ms. Byrne referenced email comments dated September 5, 2017that she had sent

to the City Council under separate cover.
Given recent White House action related to DACA, Ms. Byrne asked that the City
Council reconsider adopting a " Separation Ordinance." Ms. Byrne stated her appreciation for the time and effort put into the work of the City Council and city

staff, and while thanking the two council members who had responded to her
email,

expressed

her disappointment

and

discouragement

with

those

responses
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stating the limits

of

the city' s legal authority.

Ms. Byrne opined that the resolu-

tion was not sufficient and resulted in the anger of most of those attending that
evening,

and should not

be the

end of

the city'

s work.

Ms. Byrne referenced the

Gov.

Dayton to recent events and sought more city input into Ramsey County' s questioning of detainees in their facilities. Ms. Byrne stated that her

response of

comments were not intended to question the City Council' s good work for the
city, but further opined that they had more influence, power and responsibility
than they had used; urging them to take action to advocate for Roseville residents.
5.

Recognitions, Donations and Communications

a.

Proclaim September 22 Kiwanis Peanut Day
Rick Soderstrom, Current President of North Suburban Golden K Kiwanis
Club

Mr. Soderstrom briefly reviewed this annual tradition of the organization, currently sixty active members strong, and highlighted some of the services they provided.
Mr. Soderstrom stated the mission of the organization " improving the world
one child and one

community

to join their group.

at a

time;" and invited others interested in this work

Mr. Soderstrom thanked the City Council for their ongoing

support for their program.

Mayor Roe thanked representatives of the club for their attendance tonight, and

on behalf of the community thanked them for all they had done for individuals
and the community as a whole over the years.

Mayor Roe read a proclamation declaring September 22, 2017 Golden K Kiwanis
Peanut Day, in recognition of the North Suburban Golden K Kiwanis Club' s
commitment to raise funds for its many and varied programs dedicated to helping
community youth educationally and spiritually.

Etten moved, Willmus seconded, proclaiming September 22, 2017 as Golden K
Kiwanis Peanut Day.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

b.

Proclaim Constitution Week
Mayor Roe

read a proclamation

declaring

September 17 — 23, 2017 as Constitu-

tion Week, officially recognizing the 230'

anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional Convention.

Willmus

moved,

tution Week, in

Etten

seconded,

recognition of

proclaiming September 17— 23, 2017 as Constiof the drafting of the Consti-

the 230" anniversary
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tution of the United States of America by the Constitutional Convention; as
amended.

Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

C.

Proclaim Hispanic Heritage Month
Mayor Roe

declaring September 15 — October 15, 2017 as
Hispanic Heritage Month, inviting all members of the community to celebrate this
year' s theme" Shaping the Bright Future of America."
Etten

read a proclamation

moved,

Willmus

seconded,

proclaiming September 15 — October 15, 2015

as Hispanic Heritage Month in Roseville, MN.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

d.

Introduce Volunteer Coordinator

Assistant City Manager Rebecca Olson introduced Volunteer Coordinator Rachel
Boggs and reviewed her background and expertise in the service enterprise and
volunteer field.
Volunteer Coordinator Boggs

Ms. Boggs thanked the city and staff for the warm welcome; and expressed her
excitement going forward, encouraging everyone to reach out for volunteer assistance as needed.

7.

Items Removed from Consent Agenda

8.

Business Items

a.

Police Civil Service Commission Meeting with the City Council
Mayor Roe welcomed Chair Brad VenderVegt and Commissioner Randi Lundell

to this joint meeting.

Chair VanderVegt briefly reviewed the purpose of the commission, noting their
most important work in supporting the Police system in attracting the brightest
and best officer candidates to serve the Roseville community and public service
needs.

Even

with

the

current

demands

of

law

enforcement

officers,

Chair

VanderVegt noted the high level of retention of officers in Roseville.

After living in Roseville for twenty-five years, Commissioner Lundell noted how,
until being appointed to the Police Civil Service Commission, she had been unaware of what a great police force the city had; and expressed her excitement in
becoming involved in the Commission and its involvement in the community and
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with

the Roseville Police Department.

Commissioner Lundell highlighted some

of the activities and business conducted over the last year by the commission, incitizen awards and officer merit awards

cluding

for their team

work.

Commis-

sioner Lundell referenced her personal experience with a ride-along with a twenty-two year veteran officer and the learning experience it had been for her.
Mayor Roe thanked Chair VanderVegt and Commissioner Lundell for their report

and attendance at tonight' s meeting; noting their limited scope of duties as proscribed by statutory requirements.
b.

Receive Preview of the new Roseville Economic Development Content ManSystem&

Economic Development Marketing Pages
Community Development Director Kari Collins and department staff provided an
update on this new proactive economic development page in partnership with
Golden Shovel Agency( GSA), a communications firm and software developer.
agement

GIS Technician Joel Koepp presented an overview of the site and marketing content at GrowRoseville. com scheduled for launch on September 13, 2017, includ-

ing specific sections beyond community profile demographics and the featured
real estate listing module and data available to interested developers nation-wide.
Housing & Economic Development Program Manager Jeanne Kelsey reviewed
workforce data, programs and solutions, and the job listing section for businesses
to use with assistance and approval from the city that city staff would incorporate
into the information provided to employers during business retention visits. Ms.

Kelsey noted social media aspects, business incentives ( e. g. financing tools available

from the

state,

county

and

city),

as well as sharing of success stories of local

businesses.

Ms. Collins advised that Golden Shovel consultants would continue helping staff
to promote and market Roseville with new platforms and social media tie- ins; and

encouraged the City Council to continue being ambassadors when attending
events and activities

to

add

that information to the

site.

Ms. Collins reported that

a quarterly report and review of social media contacts would be provided to the
City Council as this site evolved as a supplement and link with the city' s website.
Councilmember Willmus thanked staff for the demonstration, stating that of most

importance to him is the marketing of the site and how the city chose proactive
steps

to

get

information

out

to

directly

feed information into the

web page.

Spe-

cific to marketing, Councilmember Willmus stated that one area of concern for
him was in the branding used on the page that seemed inconsistent to him in use
of

the Roseville

logo

or

derivations

of

the

current

logo in

some

areas.

Coun-

cilmember Willmus noted the intent to lure firms outside the metropolitan area as

well as out-of-state firms; and noted the need to clearly identify that this page was
for Roseville " Minnesota" and not confused with cities of the same name in other
states.

Councilmember Willmus

asked

that

staff ensure

that this

web page

defines
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identity consistently throughout, including the Facebook logo. However,
with that additional detail, Councilmember Willmus stated his overall satisfaction
that

with the web page, opining it was an excellent step in the right direction.

Mayor Roe asked if the design of the site, logos and tag line decision- making had
involved the city' s Communications Department, with confirmation that it had by
Ms. Collins.

Mayor Roe agreed with Councilmember Willmus' comments that

Roseville" Minnesota" be clearly identified.
Councilmember McGehee stated that the web page looked nice and expressed appreciation for the program and work that had gone into it, opining it looked very
professional.

Specific to the logo, Councilmember McGehee agreed that " Minne-

sota" needed to be specified. However, Councilmember McGehee also noted that

since this is a different entity, similar to the Roseville Visitors Association
RVA), she was unsure if there needed to be so much emphasis on the consistency
of

logos. Councilmember McGehee stated that she would yield to staff' s and the

consultant' s expertise and their recommendations, and had no problem with the

logo being slightly different in specialized areas.
Mayor Roe clarified that the RVA is a separate legal entity from the City of Roseville. Mayor Roe further noted that the city' s Facebook page specified " Minnesota."

Councilmember Willmus reiterated his interest in speaking to the differences seen

within the city' s own branding and logo, suggesting it be made consistent in form
from the marketing and branding standpoint.

Ms. Kelsey advised that staff would work with the consultants on the branding
and logos. Ms. Kelsey noted that one issue with the logo was in getting the full
rose and city name in all applications due to the horizontal length and area available in some cases. Therefore, Ms. Kelsey reported that the intent was to find a
compromise to keep the " R" and " rose" as the image to send the message that this
was " Roseville, Minnesota" and to retain that unique branding and logo.
Councilmember Laliberte agreed with her colleagues on the need for consistency
and

to

she

had

ensure

the " Minnesota"

was

one more problem with

clear.

Councilmember Laliberte stated that

the " R" and the "

rose,"

in that , it appeared the

rest of" Roseville' was simply blocked off. Councilmember Laliberte stated her
understanding of the available icon space for social media pages, but recommended a similar solution to that used by the Alzheimer' s and Dementia group and how
they

addressed

that horizontal

aspect.

Councilmember Laliberte stated that she

would prefer some such similar adaptation from the city' s internal Communica-

tions staff versus this shortcut. While being proud that Roseville was the first city
in Minnesota to have such a site, Councilmember Laliberte also noted the chal-

lenge in proactively making people aware of it in this area as well.
Mayor Roe

asked

if the

consultants were

working

on search engine optimization.
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Ms. Kelsey advised that the consultant would provide quarterly reports at which
time city staff would report back to the City Council who was accessing the site
through a reverse prospecting module. Ms. Kelsey noted that the city would want
to be selective in how it publicly communicated that information to retain confidentiality of those businesses or organizations who prefer to remain anonymous
during their initial delve into the marketplace when considering locations. However, Ms. Kelsey noted that this would allow city staff follow-up opportunities.
Mayor Roe suggested that a more generic description in the reports to the City
Council and public would be acceptable.

Councilmember Laliberte expressed some concern with keeping the web page
timely with job postings to keep them fresh and current, as well as news items being timely. Councilmember Laliberte asked that Golden Shovel consultants continue to refresh the site to keep it new so as not to become a challenge for the city.

Ms. Collins advised that staff had been working with the consultants to build out
the content of the page, resulting in a good timeline of content to keep it both relfresh.

Specific to the " Roseville" logo on the top of the page, Ms. Collins reported that conversations between the city' s Communication Department
and consultant sought to ensure there was no confusion with the Roseville city
evant and

website; but agreed there may be something more creative that could be done to
add" Minnesota" under the rose to better define it.

Mayor Roe suggested that the City Council not get into the details of the design,
but asked that staff take this feedback into consideration, especially the suggestion

made by Councilmember Laliberte of the Alzheimer' s and Dementia logo design
if that could be adapted and provide some consistency.

Specific to the housing tab information reviewed by Ms. Kelsey, Councilmember
Etten asked if it got lost in this business tool.

Ms. Kelsey responded that the " resident" tab on the city website led to this site as
well.

Councilmember Laliberte agreed that the city wanted to maintain the integrity of
the site and anonymity of businesses and suggested generic analytics be part of
City Council and public. With city staff, the
consultant and local employers all populating the site and providing city contacts,
Councilmember Laliberte stated that her bigger question would be what the city

regular

reporting

provided

to the

wanted to do to proactively reach beyond those contacts.
Ms. Collins reported that staff would provide a deeper dive at the October REDA
meeting

of public

information that

can

be

shared with a

behind- the- scenes look.
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Mayor Roe also noted that staff' s report didn' t always need to be public or on

camera, but could also be handled through memorandums periodically, and subsequently

available

through

a

formal

public

data

Mayor Roe noted that

request.

this could protect information at the early stages of a potential business' s search
while still providing generic analytics.

If and when using reverse prospecting, Councilmember Willmus questioned if

there was anything proprietary that the city could protect for major developments
considering Roseville and utilizing this site.
Ms. Collins advised that the consultants were well aware of the need to finesse

that information, suggesting that staff look to their guidance to get the necessary
information to the City Council without outing any entity.
Councilmember Willmus clarified that he was more concerned with competing
communities rather than who was looking at this website.
When looking at economic development in Roseville, Councilmember Willmus
noted the importance of communicating that with neighboring communities on
larger projects that may require legislative lobbying efforts ( e. g. NE Metro or
greater metro region or state) to ensure those relationships are in place to respond

in a timely fashion to those opportunities.
Ms. Collins advised that the launch was scheduled later this week with a National

news release by Golden Shovel and local press releases prepared by the city' s
Communication Department.

Mayor Roe thanked staff for the presentation.

C.

Discuss Possible Amendments to Real Estate Signs as Identified in City Code,
Chapter 1010— Sign Regulations

As detailed in the staff report of today' s date, Community Development Director
Collins noted the considerable number of temporary sign complaints fielded by
staff this summer, specifically real estate open house signs/ directional signage.
Ms. Collins sought direction from the City Council as to whether amendments
needed

were

to

better

regulate

temporary

signage

in

current

code (

Chapter

1010. 08: Real Estate Signs).

Councilmember Willmus stated that this was of interest to him, noting that from
time to time he had fielded complaints about temporary signs, including flags and

banner signs frequently displayed at shopping centers, as well as with open house
real

estate

signage.

Specific to the open house signs, Councilmember Willmus

noted that they are often placed for a short time with the intent to help current residents market and sell their homes, bringing new residents into the community. In
his conversations with different people, Councilmember Willmus reported that
some

felt the

signs were

left

out

for too

long;

and

therefore

he thought

by

specifi-
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cally mentioning them in city code it could provide some controls on how and

when they' re permitted, how far away from a subject property, and other specifics. If that interest is shared by his colleagues, Councilmember Willmus reported
that he had proposed language to consider.

Councilmember McGehee stated that she hadn' t fielded any complaints, opining
that open house signs are usually out on the day of the open house, and advised
that she wasn' t aware of them being out there longer than that.
As an example, Councilmember Willmus referenced signage that was located

quite some distance away for a property on the market along Fairview Avenue.
Councilmember Willmus

suggested

city

code amendment such as: "

Real Estate

open house signs may be placed within one-half mile of the subject property and
not longer than one hour before the open house."

Councilmember McGehee opined that some homes not having direct access to a
main street may need reasonable open house signage more than %2 mile from the
site to clearly direct traffic to them. Councilmember McGehee stated that she was
fine with the timeline suggested by Councilmember Willmus. However, before
taking this step, Councilmember McGehee suggested staff performing a survey of
real estate professionals selling in the area to gain their perspective and timing of
advertising.

Councilmember Laliberte stated her support of additional language to this section.
Also, Councilmember Laliberte noted that this provided a good reminder for her
that city
signs,"

code needed more

definitive language

as

to

what constituted "

holiday

which at this time seemed vague.

Mayor Roe clarified that there was a definition section in the sign code addressing
holiday signs."
Councilmember Laliberte further noted that corrugated plastic lawn sign business

signage was becoming more common on their street frontage in addition to their
business signs and flags/ banners, and asked what was currently being done to enforce that.

Specific to temporary signs, that included those flags/ banners and corrugated
signs, City Planner Thomas Paschke reported that up to two were allowed annual-

ly by city code, providing more flexibility for a total of up to sixty days per year
and annual renewal of other signage. Mr. Paschke reviewed current code as to al-

lowance of flags and corrugated signs up to 32 square feet, in addition to other requirements for how and when they could be utilized.
Ms. Collins suggested that some instances still occurred where no permit had
been taken

out.
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As an example, Councilmember Laliberte referenced a tattoo sign on County
Road B and Hamline Avenue, for which she had fielded several complaints from
residents.

As another example, Mayor Roe also referenced the" we buy houses" displayed in
frontages.

Councilmember Willmus asked that the city consider directional signage that may
stay up longer when a property is being marketed, and agreed with Councilmember McGehee' s comment about those homes that were more difficult to find; ask-

ing that city code be amended to address these situations to make it easier for all
to understand going forward.

Mr. Paschke asked if the intent was to permit them, noting the difficulty in their
enforcement for staff to determine how they factor into sign locations, making it a
time- consuming effort for staff.
Councilmember Willmus clarified that he wasn' t looking for a permitting process,
understanding the significant logistics involved for staff in that since a directional
sign may only be needed for 1- 2 days.
If the city communicated specifics with
brokerages and real estate agents upfront, Councilmember Willmus opined that

they would follow regulations accordingly versus the many unknowns at this
time.

Councilmember Willmus stated that his intent was not to involve a lot of

staff time in this.

Ms. Collins noted that staff typically saw a high volume of signage in the spring
during the peak real estate period, which happened to parallel with the city' s
Neighborhood Enhancement Program ( NEP) making staff more aware of those directional signs than during slower months.
Mr. Paschke also noted the more signs displayed during the Parade of Homes
timeframe.

Councilmember Etten stated that he was fine doing something to amend city code,
but agreed that he didn' t want to spend lots of time doing so or creating more time
commitments for staff. Councilmember Etten suggested open house signs may be
more appropriate for 24 hours before rather than just one hour before; but suggested looking to real estate groups for their recommendations.
Mayor Roe agreed, suggesting there may already be standard practices among
realtors; and suggested city code be formulated by taking that into consideration
and providing reasonable and additional enforcement as indicated.
Public Comment

Forest Cyr, Director of Government Affairs, St. Paul Area Association of
Realtors
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As a general policy, Mr. Cyr stated that the Association was opposed to restrictions on open house signs; advising that real estate signs deferred to the Fair
Housing Act and were central to their business platform in directing prospective
homeowners to

open

houses allowing homes to be

sold

in

a

timely

manner.

Mr.

Cyr offered his assistance in working with the city on a resolution.

Councilmember Willmus clarified that, technically open house signs were not allowed, and his intent was to try to address that thus his proposal.
d.

Adopt an Ordinance Amending Table 1005- 1 to Include Multi-Family Uses
as an Option in the Regional Business District( PROJ17- Amdt32)

City Planner Thomas Paschke reviewed recommendations of staff and the Planning Commission to the City Council' s request for a review to modification to
Table 1005- 1 to include multi-family residential uses in Commercial and MixedUse Districts, specifically in the Regional Business ( RB) District. With provision
of proposed changes to the table, Mr. Paschke advised that staff was seeking further guidance related to setback standards. Before drafting an ordinance for potential enactment, Mr. Paschke asked if these design standards would be ad-

dressed at the City Council level or referred back to the Planning Commission for
zoning

code

amendment ( e. g.

density), specifically for Neighborhood Business

NB) and Regional Business ( RB) districts.

Since he had initiated this, Mayor Roe referenced the High Density Residential
HDR) table ( Table 1004. 06) for density, height limitations and suggested they
would be a good starting point, while some may not apply to RB with more pervious coverage. Mayor Roe opined that the setbacks were especially applicable adjacent to Low Density( LDR) and Medium Density( MDR) residential properties.
Mr. Paschke referenced the most recent amendments made to the modified tables

and permitted and conditional use ( CU) applications, noting that in mixed use developments that height allowance could also be applied.
Mayor Roe

concurred, and suggested

HDR- 1

as a good basis for CB and NB,

with HDR-2 applicable to RB allowing for more height as a possible consideration after more thought.

Councilmember McGehee agreed that would be a good starting point, stating that
concretely than in this brief discussion. Specific to NB,
Councilmember McGehee opined that there was a need to think more about nodes
she'

d like to

see

it

more

in small areas with services for small neighborhoods within walking distance, and
consideration of housing above that in the 3- 8 unit category and two- story application. While still under a CU, Councilmember McGehee stated they should not
be ruled out especially for housing around the Rosedale Center and its satellites
and

commercial

cilmember

affordable

areas

McGehee

with

opined

good

transit.

that it

would

housing requirements.

Under those

be

reasonable

circumstances,

to

Coun-

discuss 10% to 20%

Regular City Council Meeting
Monday, September 11, 2017
Page 11

Mayor Roe clarified that this may or may not be a zoning question.
Councilmember Etten agreed with Mayor Roe' s overall source as a starting point.
Councilmember Etten stated that he didn' t worry about RB except on the north

family residential. Councilmember Etten noted that height and density had been talked about extensively
side of

the Rosedale Center

complex

abutting

single-

over the last few months, and would support such a recommendation.

Mayor Roe concurred with Councilmember McGehee about CU for multi- family
uses of 3- 8 units in NB with smaller buildings.
Councilmember Willmus stated that he wouldn' t support a use under CU in NB,

opining that the crux of this much-discussed issue was what the city wanted as a
use in RB areas.
With prompting by Mayor Roe, Councilmember
Willmus clarified that the city should hold off on NB and CB completely at this
permitted

time.

Councilmember Laliberte agreed with that, stating her preference to focus on RB
unless the Planning Commission wouldn' t be aware of this NB and CB discussion, especially since the city was currently in the middle of the comprehensive
plan process.

Mayor Roe and Councilmember Willmus agreed that timing was a good point to
consider.

Councilmember Willmus suggested letting the NB discussion flesh itself out before additional things were pulled out of that.

In that case, Mayor Roe opined if limiting it to RB, HDR-2 could apply and allow
for more density in RB districts. Without objection, Mayor Roe suggested that

HDR-2 standards apply for RB in Table 1005- 1, unless staff preferred to give further consideration to possible ramifications.

Mr. Paschke advised that he would prefer to give it further consideration; and
from a process standpoint, confirmed that since it involved a text amendment to

zoning code, would require a public hearing before the Planning Commission to
address adding those standards.
Without objection, council members expressed their preference to consider adoption of all standards and conditional uses at the same time.

e.

Consideration of Community Development Department Request to Perform
an Abatement for Unresolved Violations of City Code at 756 Heinel Drive W
As previously

noted, code violations

had been

resolved prior

to tonight'

s

meeting.
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L

Consideration of Community Development Department Request to Perform
an Abatement for Unresolved Violations of City Code at 2911 Fairview Avenue

As previously noted, code violations had been resolved prior to tonight' s meeting.
g.

Consideration of a Community Development Department Request to Per-

form an Abatement for Unresolved Violations of City Code at 2490 Sheldon
Street

Councilmember Laliberte submitted pictures from a resident showing the condibrick planter at this property. The staff report was supplemented by a
correspondence history with the property owners of record dated March, April,
June and September of2017.
tion of the

Codes Coordinator Dave Englund summarized this request and provided updated

photos of the code violations as of today for this vacant, single- family home at
2490 Sheldon Street, with the property owner of record identified as George Nelson (

deceased),

c/ o

Jeff Nelson.

However, Mr. Englund reported that in discus-

sions with Mr. Jeff Nelson, the property has been signed over to HUD and is under the management of Rushmore Management.

Mr. Englund reviewed current violations, including south side awning on home in
disrepair ( 407. 02. B) and a stone planter/light post base in the front yard in disrepair(

407. 023).

Mr. Englund estimated that the cost of abatement, encompassing

removal of the brick planter and awning and administrative costs at approximately
625. 00.

However, Mr. Englund advised that while the abatement action had

been initiated due to previous lack of action and ownership questions, staff's recommendation at this point given the most recent contact with Mr. Jeffrey Nelson
was to not abate the property due to the minor nature of the violations.

Discussion among council members and staff included an update on the property
owner of record as per Ramsey County property records; and potential identification of the deed holder of the property( unknown).
Councilmember McGehee stated that she had heard a lot about this, and concurred with staff given past practice with more serious compliance issues consid-

ered for abatement. Councilmember McGehee advised that she had discussed this

with staff earlier today, at which time she had suggested that city staff replace

missing bricks and cement and remove the damaged awning since it wasn' t in
front nor was the awning particularly visible from the street even though it appeared

to be

an

issue for

neighbors.

Even thought the home is vacant, Coun-

cilmember McGehee addressed the rights of the property owner as long as it was
maintained and the property taxes paid, opining the home didn' t constitute
blight" from her

perspective.

Since the homeowner of record was attempting to

resolve the issue, Councilmember McGehee suggested some consideration given

the various firms being dealt with and delays being encountered by staff in the
process.
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Councilmember Laliberte advised that she had received correspondence from
more than one neighbor in this area, and asked for clarification from staff as to

whether the owner of record had been given a date for compliance or if it would
come

back to the

City

Council to

address.

However, since it didn' t appear that a

deadline had been given to the homeowner, Councilmember Laliberte referenced

the threshold met with the issue originally on the June 19, 2017 City Council
agenda and even with more time allotted for resolution, nothing had yet been
done. Councilmember Laliberte questioned how the violations were apparently

deemed worthy of being on that agenda then but not now. While recognizing that
the violations were minor in nature, Councilmember Laliberte noted that the

neighborhood had been dealing with the violations for the last three years, causing
them to become impatient

when

they

saw no action.

Councilmember Laliberte

asked that the City Attorney look into who had recently paid the property taxes
and consider them the responsible party to resolve these outstanding code violations.

Mayor Roe asked staff to provide background information on the process that got

this on the June 19, 2017 agenda in the first place and whether staff was recom-

mending no abatement at that point as well or if it was a result of neighborhood
feedback.

Mr. Englund clarified that the rationale in putting the item on the June agenda was
that staff had received no contact or correspondence with the property owner of
record at that point, other than the unproven or undocumented statement from Jef-

frey Nelson advising that the property had been turned over to HUD. Once a
property is posted, Mr. Englund noted that it tended to prompt people to contact
him to remedy the situation, and since Mr. Nelson contacted staff on the June 19,
2017, he had removed the item since he didn' t think it was worthy of seeking City
Council direction at that point since he had just met with Mr. Nelson that very

day.

Mayor Roe again clarified, with confirmation by Mr. Englund, that staff remained
consistent at the June meeting and at this time, to recommend no City Council action to abate the violations.

City Attorney Gaughan clarified that specific to the actual ownership of a proper-

ty, the city was under obligation to perform due diligence to determine the property

owner, which staff

owner, no matter

the

had done.
owner.

Mr. Gaughan noted that, no matter the property

As detailed in the staff report, Mr. Gaughan noted

that the George Nelson Estate was the property owner of record, with Mr. Jeffrey
Nelson the Administrator of that estate; and clarified that any abatement costs certified to the property

would remain attached

to the property.
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Discussion ensued regarding who was maintaining the yard, with Mr. Englund
advising that he had asked neighbors to alert city staff when they next arrived on
site to further track who was paying for that maintenance.
Beyond this specific issue, Councilmember Willmus noted his concern with these

abatement actions in general and the City talking to tenants verseus owners and
his interest in identifying the actual property owner of record in the early stages to
personally

address responsible parties.

Councilmember Willmus also asked that

staff include correspondence as part of their RCA report going forward to provide
context.

While recognizing that there may be some hesitancy with this minor compliance
issue, Councilmember Laliberte stated her preference of a definitive compliance

date for resolution to ensure neighbors that action will be taken and not simply
continue to stagnate.

Mayor Roe reviewed the dates of correspondence and the process involved, in-

cluding clarifying deadlines given by staff and typical for code violations of this
nature.

Councilmember McGehee opined that the bigger underlying question was whether these things actually rose to the level of a nuisance without the continual pressure from neighbors and vacancy issue that seemed to be paramount to the neighbors.
Councilmember Willmus stated that the important aspect for him was that the

property owner was given a period of time to make corrections.

Willmus moved, Laliberte seconded, directing Community Development staff to
abate the public nuisance at 2490 Sheldon Street by hiring a contractor to repair or
remove the brick planter and remove the awning in disrepair, at a cost not to exceed$ 625 00 unless completed by the owner by October IS, 2017.
Councilmember McGehee stated that she would not support the motion, opining
there are other solutions other than this.

Councilmember Etten stated his support for the motion if it moved the property
forward and resolved this issue.
Roll Call
Ayes: Willmus, Etten, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: McGehee.
Motion carried.

Further discussion ensued regarding the process followed by staff for abatement
consideration and steps taken by staff and deadlines applied based on correspond-

Regular City Council Meeting
Monday, September 11, 2017
Page 15

ence and/ or contact with Mr. Jeffrey Nelson; and how it tied in with the city' s
NEP program and process.

8.

Approve Minutes

a.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: August 28, 2017 City Council and August 28,
2017 REDA

McGehee moved, Etten seconded, approval of the August 28, 2017 City Council
Meeting Minutes as amended; and REDA Minutes of August 28, 2917 as presented.

Corrections (City Council Minutes):
Page 21, Line 30 ( Etten)
Typographical

correction:

Correct to

read: "...

going through ICE Action) [ in]

which the city would not become involved."
Page 23, Lines 24- 26 ( Ellen)
Typographical

correction:

"

Correct to

read:

"

Councilmember Etten [

ques-

tioned] what would be gained."
Roll Call

Ayes: Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

Abstentions: Willmus
Motion carried.

9.

Approve Consent Agenda

At the request of Mayor Roe, City Manager Trudgeon briefly highlighted those items being considered under the Consent Agenda; and as detailed in specific Requests for Council Action( RCA) and related attachments dated September 11, 2017.

a.

Approve Payments

Etten moved, McGehee seconded, approval of the following claims and payments
as presented and detailed.
ACH Payments

1, 060, 257. 94

86852- 87071

1, 084, 373. 10

TOTAL

2, 144, 631. 04

Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

b.

Approve 2018 Insurance Benefit Renewals and City Cafeteria Contributions
Etten moved, McGehee seconded, approval of 2018 city benefits insurance renewals with the insurance carriers, subject to review and approval by the City At-
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torney, and city employer cafeteria contributions as presented in the RCA of today' s date.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

C.

Approve Resolution Receiving Assessment Roll and Setting Assessment hearing date for Wheeler Traffic Management Program Project
Etten moved, McGehee seconded, adoption of Resolution No. 11444 ( Attachment
A)

Resolution Declaring Costs and Receiving Proposed special Assessment Roll for the Wheeler Street Closure Project and Providing for Hearings;"
scheduling a public hearing on October 9, 2017.
entitled, "

Roll Call
Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.

Nays: None.
d.

Approve Encroachment Agreement for 1275 County Road B
Etten moved, McGehee seconded, approval of the 1275 County Road B Encroachment Agreement( Attachment A) as presented.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

e.

Consider a Joint Fiber Optic Installation Project with the North Suburban
Access Corporation

Etten moved, McGehee seconded, approval of acquisition of 144 strands of fiber

from Arvig as per the proposal ( Attachment A).
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

Etten moved, McGehee seconded, approval of the Shared Services task Order

with the North Suburban Access Corporation ( NSAC) for fiber transport as presented( Attachment B).
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

L

Consider a Joint Fiber Optic Installation Project with the Roseville Schools
Etten moved, McGehee seconded, approval of the installation of the fiber connec-

tion between Roseville City Hall and Emmett D. Williams Elementary by Arvig
at a cost not

to exceed $ 75, 990.
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Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

g.

Approve 2040 Lexington Avenue Pathway and Utility Easement Acquisition
Etten moved, McGehee seconded, adoption of Resolution No. 11445 ( Attachment
A)

Resolution Authorizing Mayor and City Manager to Execute the
Earnest Money Contracts and Close on Easement Acquisition at 2040 Lexington
entitled, "

Avenue."
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

Etten moved, McGehee seconded, adoption of Resolution No. 11446 ( Attachment
B)

Resolution Authorizing Mayor and City Manager to Execute the
Earnest Money Contracts and Close on Easement Acquisition at 2040 Lexington
entitled, "

Avenue."
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

Etten moved, McGehee seconded, approval of the Earnest Money Contract for
Pathway Easement at 2040 Lexington Avenue ( Attachment C); authorizing the
Mayor and City Manager to execute the documents as presented.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

Etten moved, McGehee seconded, approval of the Earnest Money Contract for
Drainage and utility Easement ( Attachment D) at 2040 Lexington Avenue; authorizing the Mayor and City Manager to execute the document as presented.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.

10.

11.

Council&

City Manager Communications, Reports, and Announcements

Councilmember Initiated Future Agenda Items and Future Agenda Review

For the future September 18, 2017 agenda, Councilmember Willmus requested a broader
scope for the discussion of goats and potbellied pigs to include horses in an effort to clean
up

current code

language.
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Mayor Roe suggested that the discussion address " farm animals" to address that broader
scope.

Councilmember McGehee asked that a future agenda include a discussion of city code
trade area requirements for charitable gambling licenses.
At the request of Councilmember Willmus, City Manager Trudgeon confirmed that all
charitable gambling licensees had been advised of recent city code changes to the trade

area requirements during consideration and when changes had been made.

City Manager Trudgeon advised that he would include that discussion under" pending issues" for future agendas; with Mayor Roe suggesting that the issue be revisited prior to
reapplication of existing charitable gambling licenses.
12.

Adjourn

Laliberte moved, Etten seconded, adjournment of the meeting at approximately 8: 05 p.m.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Etten, McGehee, Laliberte and Roe.
Nays: None.
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