City of
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Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall Council Chambers, 2660 Civic Center Drive
Monday, October 15, 2018
1.

Roll Call
Mayor

Roe

called

the

meeting

to

order

Order: Willmus, Laliberte, McGehee

at

and

approximately

Roe.

6: 00 p. m.

Voting and Seating

City Manager Patrick Trudgeon and City

Attorney Mark Gaughan were also present.
Mayor Roe indicated Councilmember Etten had a prior commitment and would not be at
the meeting.
2.

Pledge

3.

Approve Agenda

of Allegiance

Willmus moved, McGehee seconded, approval of the agenda as presented.

Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Laliberte, McGehee and Roe.
Nays:

4.

None.

Public Comment

Mayor Roe called for public comment by members of the audience on any non- agenda
items.

No one appeared to speak.

Councilmember Willmus asked for a point of personal privilege. He stated late last week

it was called to attention by a friend of his regarding a Facebook post that had been put
forward by Ms. Kathy Ramundt and part of that post was her assertation calling attention
to the fact that he has not supported people of color to appointment for city advisory

She specifically noted that he did not support the appointment of Etienne

Commissions.
Djevi

and

he

unanimously
vote when

it

by

the

came

factually false. He stated Mr. Djevi' s appointment was made
He did not recall the last time the Council has had a split
Council.

that is

stated

to Commission

appointments.

He stated that was something he want-

ed to note and make known. It is something that is important and when he is looking to
various commission appointments, he seeks to gather and have representation of voices
that

might

be different

than

the

majority.

He thought that was something he has strived

for. He stated when people go out of their way to make false claims, he felt it was necessary to correct them.
5.

Recognitions, Donations, and Communications

6.

Items Removed from Consent Agenda

7.

Business

Items

Regular City Council Meeting
Monday, October 15, 2018
Page 2

a.

Receive Update on Roseville Area Circulator Bus and Consider Continued

Funding of Program

City Manager Patrick Trudgeon briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the
RCA

pilot

project

Bus Program

the Circulator

was $

for this

He noted the Council

15, 2018.

dated October

attachments

a six- month

authorize
of

related

and

operation.

did

He stated to- date, the cost

7, 432. 85 less rider donations of$ 713. 00 for a

total of$6, 719. 85. Total ridership was 339 people during that period.
Mr. Trudgeon

stated 339 people were not a lot of riders, but stated that Mr. Scott

Olson of NewTrax spent a lot of time going to the different facilities to let them
know about the service.

Mr. Trudgeon stated that based on previous City Council direction, it was looked
at how the circulator bus could serve SE Roseville. It was felt that providing addi-

tional service to grocery stores in the area would be the best option given where
the circulator bus is already going and how a new route could be incorporated into
the program.

Mr. Trudgeon stated that the circulator bus route could be altered to eliminate the

connection up Dale Street and extend it down to Rice and Larpenteur with a po-

tential stop at Brittany Marion Apartments, go up Rice Street and touch the Cub
Foods

and

Aldi'

s.

He stated this can be done without radically altering the time

There is also a possibility to look at accommodating some individual

tables.

pickup of residents within the route.
Mr. Trudgeon recommended to the Council the continuation of the circulator bus
for

another

be $

would

1, 000.

six

months

the

extension

into

the new route.

The estimated cost

7, 500 less rider donations of$ 700 and a donation from Cub Foods of

He stated last Friday Mr. Olson indicated there were two additional

1, 000 donations,
at

with

Lyngblomstem.

one

from Lyngblomsten

Apartments

and $

1, 000 from Heritage

The total approximate cost for six additional months would be

3, 800. 00

Mr. Trudgeon thought long term the City will want to lessen the amount that the
City would be directly contributing if this works out. He asked for Council input
and direction from the City Council whether to continue the program or not.
Councilmember Willmus asked what the original amount the City Council allocated to this program.

Mr. Trudgeon thought

it

was

approximately $ 9, 000

and

estimated $

18, 000 for the

year.

Councilmember Laliberte asked if it was tracked how many people were picked
up

at

each

spot

and

wondered

if the Council

or

the

SE Roseville

Transportation
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Group

have

would

the

to do

ability

some

promotion

at

the

sites.

She thought

there might be something done at each of the senior buildings as well.
Mr. Trudgeon stated that was a great suggestion and thought there would need to
be volunteers

to do that.

Councilmember

McGehee

stated

some residents

from Greenhouse

Village

con-

tacted her and thought it would be good if the Council had the numbers of where
residents
an

are

inherent

on

getting

actually

problem

and

bus

the

with

off

and

the

circular

bus.

Marion

Brittany

She thought there was

Apartments.

One issue is

that there are not enough seats to take children and she wondered if Cub Foods is

One of the discussions that had come up
was partnering with the School District to maybe have a set day for transportation.
where

really

the

residents

want

to

go.

Councilmember McGehee asked staff to find out from the residents at Brittany
Marion where the residents want to do their grocery shopping. She stated the City

is trying to do a number of things with something that was set up in the first place
to supposedly help seniors not feel isolated but they are already in multi- family
housing. She noted the people who are isolated are the ones that have lost their

driver' s license and are now living alone in their homes and this does not do much
for them.

Councilmember McGehee thought this program needed some rework done bethere

cause

were

two

goals

involved.

She would like to see the details of who

gets on, at what stop, and how many people are actually using this from the different locations and maybe alter the route more.

Councilmember Laliberte assumed the only issue was not access to food but also
access to a pharmacy or some other place.

Councilmember

McGehee stated most of the senior facilities have buses to get

residents to the places needed.

Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment.
Public Comment
Mr. Scott Olson

Mr. Olson stated NewTrax has realized there is not the ridership the company
would
rides

like

that

to have.

were

NewTrax is finding that even though it has been only 339

tracked,

it has probably

been affecting different

people.

He stated

every week there are different people riding.
Mr. Olson stated some of the senior facilities do not have their own transportation.

Lyngblomsten Apartments does not have their own transportation which is

why NewTrax

sat

down

with

them

to discuss

what

it

would

take

for

them

to con-
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tribute

and

bus going

be
on

part

the

of

a regular

circulator

He stated the other places do not have a

bus.

Greenhouse

basis.

Village had a positive response, unfor-

tunately now, for whatever reason, there have only been a few riders from there.
He stated within the past month, NewTrax has noticed there might have been one

or two people from the places that haven' t been utilizing this throughout the
summer.

Mr. Olson stated he thought there was more interest in the circular bus as people

feeling more comfortable with the bus. The other experience NewTrax has
had, basing it on loops NewTrax has in other cities, is that unless there is a marketing plan that is getting out more regularly, a lot of seniors tend to forget about
the program. He stated NewTrax and the City need to find ways that would be a
are

little bit

more,

from

a

marketing

approach,

to

have the

reminder

out

there.

He

stated there needs to be touch points from management of the facilities that are

willing to post this, educate the seniors, and be proactive.
He

stated

NewTrax

is

happy

with

the

fact

of

securing

approximately $

3, 000 in

funding, $ 700 in rider donations, and being under budget of what was originally
proposed.
He would hate to think from a community standpoint that the Council
would

let

this

project

go

prematurely.

He thought

some

type

of transportation

was needed in the City and should be considered.

With no one else appearing to speak, Mayor Roe moved the discussion to the
Council.

Council Discussion

Mayor Roe wondered if it made sense to take some time for outreach between this

six-month trial and the new route. He suggested there not be a route going during
the outreach time in order to focus on the connection with residents, especially to
the Rice/ Larpenteur neighborhood and to the people in buildings with various

He thought it made sense to point out where the proposed route is
planned to go and for residents to point out stops the residents would like to have
languages.

He thought having the new marketing plan in place made sense before the new route starts. He was thinking starting the new phase January 1, 2019.

on

the

route.

Mayor Roe mentioned in terms of looking at other types of buses to do other
things, one of the things the City can look at is a similar model to what NewTrax
does, potentially with those that provide school transportation because maybe the
School District has some larger buses that are idle during the day and be willing
to partner in this and run a route.

Councilmember
while

keep

Willmus did not think it would make sense to pause the service
He thought the circulator bus would
side is being evaluated.

the marketing

running

as

the marketing

side

is

adjusted.
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Mr. Trudgeon understood what the Mayor was talking about in regard to the mar-

keting, but he would be a little worried about the stoppage because there would be
some

He suggested, if the Council continues this program, that

affected.

people

the route be continued,

start on the outreach and marketing as soon as possible,

and unveil that in thirty to ninety days, whenever the City would be open to altering

the

He thought the service should keep going but delay the alternate

route.

route until the outreach is done.

Mayor Roe stated because of the funding, he suggested there be six months with
the new route in order to have enough time to evaluate this program.

Councilmember McGehee agreed not to drop the program but she felt the program

needed

more

thought

and

exploration

besides marketing.

She thought the

City needed to look at partnering with the schools, and the possibility of having
different

programs

doing

different

She did not think the Council should

things.

stop this program.

Mr. Trudgeon understood this program will not solve everyone' s needs but this
does not mean the Council cannot have parallel conversations to add a different
service

to

to different

go

but the focus

should

stay

places.
on what

He thought there were a lot of different needs
the

City

can

do for

this

program.

He suggested

the City work in getting the word out, working with the different groups, continue
the service as is, and once the City is ready to unveil the alternate route to give
that a six- month period.

Councilmember

Laliberte

agreed

with

much

of what

has been

said.

She did think

sometimes it takes people a little while to become accustomed to something being
available.

She thought the City needed to give it time without taking a pause and

making a lot of changes; however, people who ride Metro Transit know that bus
routes

change

all of

the time

as well.

She thought the City could come up with a

marketing plan within thirty days and then take that time until the beginning of
2019 to find out who is doing what and who can help with the different pieces of
the marketing

plan.

She thought the City should talk to some of the associations,

such as KOM, to see if KOM would be willing to provide a translator to go to
some of these stops in place of the children that would normally be accompanying
the adults.

Mayor

Roe

indicated

he

wanted

to

be

clear

on

some

things.

He thought

there

were two pieces, there is marketing and there is outreach, which to him needs to

be a two- way communication. He liked the idea of finding out from people where
the residents really would like to go given this bus is coming to residents, which
will

take more time to

figure

out.
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Councilmember McGehee stated the City is going to have to eventually look at
the dollar amount per rider and determine to what extent the City would ask the
taxpayers to subsidize these rides.

The Council agreed.

Mayor Roe stated the City also has to acknowledge that there is a potential benefit
to the community that has to be weighed against that.
Council consensus was to have staff pursue the marketing planning as well as out-

reach planning, implement the new route by January 1, 2019, and continue with
the current route until then continuing the new route for six months after.
b.

Guidant John Rose Minnesota OVAL Condition Assessment Report Discussion

Director of Parks and Recreation Lonnie Brokke briefly highlighted this item as
detailed in the RCA and related attachments dated October 15, 2018.
Councilmember

McGehee asked how Stantec, Inc. is involved in this item and

how did the City select them to do this evaluation.
Mr. Brokke stated Stantec, Inc. did the evaluation because it was the original engineer that was on the project and has the expertise.
Councilmember
though

she

McGehee

did

not

think

asked what the exact nature of the contract was, even
She noted the State
was a contract with the State.

there

was supposed to be making contributions to this, the OVAL was the State' s project and it seems the City has been operating it, running it and the chiller replacement was on the City as well.
Mayor Roe thought the chiller was part of the bonding in 2005.
Mr. Brokke

stated

it

was

a part

of

the

Guidant

contribution.

He stated

to replace

the chiller and header system was approximately$ 500,000.
Councilmember McGehee thought the City was the one that got the contribution.
Mr. Brokke stated it was user groups.

Councilmember

Willmus stated the OVAL Task Force was created and came

forward and user groups were involved and created a report. Guidant had stepped
up

at

the

last

minute,

carried

forward

with

the $

500, 000, and matched it with an

He thought this facility, at the onset, had State involvement
with its planning and bringing it forward, which all ties into the City going to the
additional $ 500,

Legislature

000.

to look

for

some assistance.
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Councilmember McGehee agreed and thought as a City, the State put it in Rose-

ville but the City has done their share in keeping the OVAL running, keeping it
and the
facility going. She thought some of the major twenty- five- year ex-

up,

penditures

to

needed

back

go

to the Legislature

to fund.

She would like to see an

analysis of the discussion between replacing the brine system with the alternate

cooling system because it specifically spells out the difference in longevity versus
initial energy

She thought staff should do that analysis before the City

savings.

acts.

Councilmember

McGehee

thought

the issue with the edge was that it was not

sloped correctly and never did slope correctly.
Mr. Brokke stated it was all done correctly in the first place but over time the undulating has occurred.
Councilmember McGehee wondered while looking at the OVAL, should it be
made larger with some type of covering, a bubble, because the heat season is get-

ting longer and with it exposed to the elements, it is harder to keep the OVAL up
and

is

would

more

wear

provide

and

tear

shade

some

on

for

the

system.

people

For the skate park in the summer,

using it.

it

She stated it would prolong the

life of the facility and might provide some protection for people using the facility.
Councilmember Laliberte thought it was very important when going to the Legislature for

bonding

money

that

all

of

the

information

be included.

The fact the

She thought the
City has actual data to go to the Legislature is very important.
historical anecdote of how the OVAL came to Roseville is also an important story
the
and

City

has to

the Council

tell.

She thought the City had to consider getting lobbying support

needed

to

discuss

this.

She did not think there was anything built

into the City budget or had that conversation so she did not know what that would
look like financially.
Councilmember McGehee asked if it would be feasible, to have some of the user
groups act as lobbyist.

Mayor Roe thought the user groups could tell the story, but he did not think those
groups were lobbyist.

Councilmember Laliberte stated the user groups would be testifiers, could go to

the various hearings, and tell the story of how the user group uses the OVAL and
how their user group needs the improvements. The user groups help tell the story

verbally but on the day- to- day basis, lobbyists are educating the Legislature in a
way the

user groups

can'

t.
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Councilmember McGehee asked why the lobbyists are able to educate the Legislatures and not the user groups.

Councilmember Laliberte stated lobbyists are paid to do that and the City gives
them the information needed so lobbyists are able to get that audience with the
Legislature.

Councilmember

Willmus

thought

it was also important

to call attention

to who

uses the facility and where the user comes from. Not only is this a regional facili-

ty, but there are international tournaments there as well. That is part of that narrative.

Mayor Roe noticed in the CIP there is a figure for 2028 for replacing the chiller in

the amount of$ 800, 000 and asked if that is anticipating the useful life.
Mr. Brokke indicated that was correct.

Mayor Roe also noticed the scoreboard was in the report and the lighting system
was

listed in the CIP.

He asked what the need basis was for roof replacement and

bathroom remodeling.

Mr. Brokke stated the lighting was a cursory point in the report as well. He noted
the scoreboard was replaced in 2008 as part of the bonding effort and is not all

that old. The scoreboard is very functional even though technology is continually
changing.
the

entire

He stated the bathrooms located in the arena should be opened up to
facility

for

major

meets

and

competitions.

Staff is trying to better uti-

lize the space.

Mr. Trudgeon stated all of those items are integral to the operation of the OVAL
and he did not want the Council to assume these are extras being added on.

Mr. Brokke stated the roofs have been on the City CIP for a number of years and
to him, the OVAL, mechanical room, and banquet facility qualify for the bonding
effort.

Councilmember Laliberte suggested sitting down with the Legislators and sharing
this information
always

been

a

with

very

them.

key

figure

She stated State Representative Alice Hausman has
on

the

bonding

committee.

She thought State Rep-

resentative Hausman is used to looking at these types of reports and being able to
advocate and tell the City what needs to be added to help tell the story.

Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment, with no one coming forward.
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Mr. Trudgeon asked the Council if it would be worthwhile for staff to pursue
Lobbyists

for

this

particular

item.

Mr. Trudgeon stated he and Mr. Brokke have

talked about forming a coalition of a staff or some electives and Commission
Members

and

users

groups

as

the

advocates

down

there.

He thought having a

lobbyist might make sense but that would be up to the Council.
Councilmember Laliberte was not sure who had expertise in this area and would
be interested in

learning more. She wondered if the City could get requests for
proposals or additional information from lobbying groups.
Councilmember

McGehee

stated she would like some more information

but did

not see why it did not make sense to reach out to State Representative Hausman,

see what recommendations she would have, noting she may know a Lobbyist who
be able to help. State Representative Hausman might be the City' s best re-

might

source for how to proceed on this.

Mr. Trudgeon indicated the entire legislative delegation is aware that the City will

be coming forward, but they have not been provided the OVAL report yet.
c.

Discuss Roseville' s 2019 Legislative Priorities

City Manager Patrick Trudgeon summarized the request as detailed in the RCA of
this date; and noted a bench handout incorporated into the RCA providing an ex-

tract of City Council meeting minutes of October 15, 2018.
Mr. Trudgeon stated one priority on the list is Statewide Licensing of Massage
Therapists.

This is something staff has identified as an issue with people having

multiple, different licenses in different cities.

Mr. Trudgeon stated another priority is to allow a Tap Room and Cocktail Room
on

the

same

premise.

He knew there was some push on this item last year when

he attended the legislative hearings but this item did not advance in the Legislature. He was not sure what the plan was this year, but he understood Bent BrewsGenerally, the
tillery was working with legislators to have something introduced.

City was supportive of their approach of being allowed to have both on the same
premises.

Mayor Roe stated he was at a meeting a month or two ago with Bent Brewstillery
lobbyists and local legislators and it sounded like at that point the legislators were

thinking about doing a special license for Bent Brewstillery to have a Tap Room
and

Cocktail

Room

on

the

same

premise.

Instead of creating a general capability

throughout the State for that, an approach that might work better with some of the
different groups that are opposed or were opposed last year, might be to look at a
special
when

license.

the session

He was not sure if that was going to be offered at the Legislature
starts.
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Councilmember Laliberte stated her understanding was the Legislature was going
to

consider

taking

a

two- prong

approach

on

that.

One being, the special license

for that particular address to have a combined license and then to continue to pur-

The City does have the resolution that has already been passed by the

this.

sue

Council.

Mr. Trudgeon stated he could reach out to Bent Brewstillery to have them send
information to the City to review and see what they are planning to propose and

bring it back to the Council for discussion.
Councilmember Laliberte thought that would be good and maybe an additional

paragraph could be added indicating Council support.

Mr. Trudgeon stated he has been learning more about the complexity of MuniciHotel Licensing. Basically, there is not an ability for statutory cities such as

pal

Roseville to license hotels

unless

the

City

has

a

Community

Health Board.

Cur-

rently in Ramsey County, Ramsey County covers the majority of the cities and
takes over that function. This has been identified as a need because the City does
have some problem properties with lots of crime and management issues. He stated

this

is

a

high priority item.

Chief Mathwig is working through his Chiefs As-

sociation to get other organizations and Police Departments, on board with this

item in order for cities to have a better ability for cities to do hotel licensing.
Mr. Trudgeon stated he understands that Charter Cities have the ability under

State Law to license, but Roseville does not have that ability because Roseville is
not a Charter City.

Mr. Trudgeon stated there is some ability that some of the work can be delegated
back to the City upon mutual agreement with the County and the City, as well as
by the State. He was just starting to explore that and determine the possibilities and what it could look like. He indicated he has calls into the County to
see what their interest is and to get a better understanding of what the County is
exactly doing with hotels. He stated the City can continue to look at Legislation
and maybe include other coalition cities because this is also a problem in other

approval

cities, as well as looking at an administrative remedy.

Councilmember McGehee stated she reviewed the proposal and did not see that it
gives

the

City

and

does

not

sure

and

it is

much

not get
about

the

that.

possible

that

of what

it is actually

looking

for.

It seems like a lot of work

City is looking for. She was
City the kind of
She understood there were two problem hotels in Roseville
inspection

at

least

one

is particularly

the

problematic.

She wondered if the

City wanted to look at getting rid of the hotel and replacing it with housing because

the

City

was

talking

about

adding

housing

to that

area.
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Mayor Roe stated cities can certainly buy properties at the going rate or the City
can go through processes to remove the properties, such as imminent domain or

But there are still limitations on having a willing
seller in certain circumstances and having funds available for the City to purchase

whatever

may be

appropriate.

the property.

Mr. Trudgeon stated on the hotel licensing, he has learned that the City of
Maplewood

licenses their hotels and receives some special agreement with the

County. He is reviewing that as well and will report back to the Council.
Councilmember

Laliberte thought when the Council talked about this a year ago,

the Council was curious as to the situation with the City of Waite Park. She wondered if staff received information on that.

Mr. Trudgeon stated he has not been able to connect with the City Administrator

in Waite Park but Chief Mathwig has talked to Waite Park Chief Waite Park did
get approval through the Omnibus bill at the end of the Session, so Waite Park is

no longer interested in pursuing anything because it got what it needed.
Councilmember Laliberte stated she would still be very interested in what

prompted the City of Waite Park to pursue something and what was going on in
their city.

Mayor Roe supported also finding out what prompted Maplewood to go through

their route with the County and what Maplewood' s heir experience has been.
Mr. Trudgeon stated another item is Amending State Building Code 1306 to Allow Municipalities to Require Sprinkler Systems in R-2 ( Multi-Family) Occupan-

cy Groups. This is something the Council discussed last year and unless there is a
change of opinion, he thought this should remain on the list.
Mr. Trudgeon indicated another item on the list is to Reimburse Deputy Regis-

trars for excess costs associated with the deployment of the Minnesota Licensing
and

Registration

System ( MNLARS).

lutions, but nothing

ever

came

of

this.

He stated there were some Legislative soThere is still a lot of support in the Legis-

lature to make some funds available to do this and he thought this was worthwhile

for the City to continue to keep on the list. He hoped it would move forward.
Councilmember Willmus asked if there was a glitch over the weekend with regard
to cameras.

Mr. Trudgeon stated there was not any glitch in Roseville, but thought there was
an issue with the connection of the cameras in a couple of the Minneapolis sites.
He did

not

hear there

was

any

problems

in Roseville.
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Councilmember Willmus stated he heard there were some problems within Roseville as well.

Councilmember

McGehee thought that issue had to do with Real ID and this item

is MNLARS.

Councilmember Laliberte stated the Metro Cities is also going to put this type of

item into their policy in 2018.
Mayor Roe thought staff might want to import that language into Roseville' s document.

Mr. Trudgeon stated the next item on the City Legislative list is to Expand " Pathways
and

to

Policing"

training

Program.

people

This is a connection with local community college

to become law

enforcement.

The City thought it was a great

program but maybe should be expanded to allow for other community colleges to

reap the benefit of the program and help hire some people who have gone through
the program. He thought this was a good program but should be expanded.
Councilmember
ture.

Laliberte thought there would be support for this at the Legisla-

She did not think the Council talked much about this item last year, but she

heard from a few legislators that the Legislature was trying to move away from

anything that specifically names a particular beneficiary or entity in Statute.
Mayor Roe thought this one might be an item to work on with the League of Min-

nesota Cities and Metro Cities as well to really push for it at the Legislature.
Mr. Trudgeon stated another item is to advocate for an increase in Transportation
Funding.

He thought the City was generally supportive of things that provide

more dollars. Another item is to Improve Absentee Balloting. The City has had a
lot of struggles in the 2016 Presidential Election. The upcoming cycle is a little

more organized in the County as far as voting centers, but the City wants continued improvements and to make it less of a hassle.
Mayor Roe stated one of the things talked about was to be able to have the voter
place their ballet in the tabulator throughout the earlier voting period rather than
just within a restricted time frame.
Mr. Trudgeon

stated

the

next

item is

more

of

a

general

statement.

Fund

the

DEED Redevelopment Grant Program and the Demolition Loan Program. He explained those are critical for redevelopment and staff wants to make sure there is
He noted the City has tapped
proper funding so those programs do not go away.
into those funds before and still needs them in the future as the City continues to
redevelop.
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Mr. Trudgeon stated the next item is to Create Presumptive Coverage for Firefighters Diagnosed

with

Cancer.

He noted there is information that firefighters

are more susceptible to getting cancer as part of the line of duty. He was not sure
if this item will go anywhere as there are a lot of particular opinions regarding

this. He noted that in the end, this does help City employees.
Councilmember

Laliberte thought if this item is going to remain, she thought

dates and certain items needed to be updated and maybe some information added.
Councilmember McGehee thought this was nice for employees but the science
was

questionable.

Councilmember Laliberte stated she works in the cancer industry and knows that
other things contribute to risk other than this. But with that being said, there is an
increased risk by being in this field.
Mayor Roe stated the City is not asking to adopt these Legislative priorities at this
point and will come back to the City Council for full consideration.
Mr. Trudgeon stated the last item is regarding improving transparency of information property tax notices sent by counties.
Councilmember Willmus thought the property tax notice needed to spell out the

taxing districts.
Councilmember McGehee was not sure how many people in the City actually
know that Roseville has an EDA and HRA, so she wanted to make sure that put-

ting it in the property tax notice is helpful to most people.
Mayor Roe stated this would at least identify that it is a City tax being paid. Right
now, it does not distinguish that.

Councilmember Laliberte thought there would be some ability to reorganize the

order of items so City levies and taxes could be put together on the property tax
notice.

Councilmember McGehee asked if there was any interest in priorities to the items
because

in her

mind, she

has

specific

priorities.

If she were to give the priority

list to a Legislature, she would want the top priorities listed first.
Councilmember Laliberte stated she is working with a health organization right

now on this same type of thing and the group is going to prioritize by certain
items needing

action

by

the Legislature.
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Mayor Roe thought these items could be put on some type of a tier system as part

of the Council follow up.
Mr. Trudgeon stated he had a couple of new items for the City Council to consider adding to the City' s Legislative Priorities.

Mr. Trudgeon stated the first new item is regarding Presidential Primaries in Minnesota. The League of Minnesota Cities has the same type of policy for Presidenin Minnesota.

tial Primaries

In 2020, the State of Minnesota will have the Presi-

dential Primary and is looking at three things: exploring and expanding the list of
reimbursable items currently outlined in Statutes so the cities are fully reimbursed

for conducting the primaries; restricting the dissemination of party declaration information to the political parties only and not including it on the public information lists; and, allowing the Presidential Primary to be conducted via mail balloting. He thought the third item would be a big ask and was not sure where that
would go because it is a radical change. He asked if the Council had any interest

in adding this item as a priority.
Councilmember

Laliberte thought the Council needed to figure out how to priori-

She thought the League would find it helpful to know the City was

tize the list.

advocating for support in this area. She did not think it hurt to put this item on the
priority list as it was better to be proactive than reactive.
Mayor Roe stated the primary is a party activity as opposed to an election activity.
He thought the notion for the additional reimbursement was within bounds and also

the

mail

approach

is certainly

not

bad thing

a

to

advocate

for.

He did know

that parts of Minnesota already do mail balloting that are fairly rural and not well
served.

He noted it seems to work alright in those areas so it may be something

worth advocating for.
Mr. Trudgeon stated the other addition is in regard to special legislation to allow

for the Cedarholm Community Building to have a full liquor license. He stated at
this point, the City is not able to get a liquor license from the State. In the statutes

governing liquor licenses, there is not express permission for city facilities to have
regular

liquor licenses.

He

reviewed

the State

Statutes

with

the

Council.

He

wondered if the Council had interest in pursuing special legislation to allow for a
liquor license to be granted to Cedarholm Community Golf Course.
Mayor Roe recapped the State Statutes with the Council and indicated because
golf courses are not listed in either subdivision one or in special categories of the
State Statute, that is why a license is not able to be issued to a municipal golf
course.

Mr. Trudgeon

indicated

that was correct.
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Councilmember McGehee stated she would not fight for this because it appears if
there

would

be

a singular

event

at

the

golf course,

liquor is

allowed.

This seems

fine to her and she did not see any need for them, as a City, to be selling liquor on
an everyday basis at a sports facility.
Councilmember Laliberte stated as a member of the original task force that

worked with community members on that building, the goal of the people serving
on that committee was for it to be more of a golf clubhouse, to be a community

building where anybody could walk down and have a burger, beer, or glass of
wine.
and

She thought the committee communicated that was what it was going to be
out that
was the situation.
Unfortunately, she thought people were

found

making up

their

minds

now

that

the

golf clubhouse

is

not

that.

She was support-

ive of pursuing this and was also supportive of finding out if there is a private entity that would be interested in going in there and sharing revenues with the City,
promoting the site as a place for the people in the community to go.
Councilmember Willmus stated this was one of the items identified by the Task
Force and based upon that, he would support the City pursuing this.
Mayor Roe asked staff to put that item on the list to come back to the Council for
prioritization and discussion with the full Council.

Mr. Trudgeon asked if there was something that Council wanted to add that was
not discussed.

Councilmember Laliberte stated she did not have anything additional and would

be concerned with having a list that is too long.
The Council concurred.

Councilmember McGehee thanked staff and Mr. Brokke for the information on
the OVAL and felt that item was a high priority.
d.

Discuss the creation of provisions addressing the subdivision of large lots
Mayor Roe wondered if the Council should discuss this item further.

City Planner Thomas Paschke stated this item was brought back to the Council for
further discussion at Councilmember McGehee' s request.

Mr. Paschke briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the RCA and related attachments

dated October

15, 2018.

Councilmember McGehee stated she followed the lot study and there are some ar-

eas within the City that have small houses on big lots, some with big houses on
small

lots,

etc.

Partly,

the

lot

size

is

a

foundational

characteristic of some

of

the
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neighborhoods in the City and that is where there is difficulty when someone sells
and comes in and divides something
up. She stated the City also has storm water
issues in parts of the City and subdivisions can make the problem worse.
Councilmember McGehee said that other cities take the average of the lot size
within

five hundred feet

way to protecting

the

of

touching

integrity

and

the

She thought that would go a long

lot.

of

style

their

neighborhood.

She stated she has

not heard anyone in the City rejoicing over pressure for the City to infill, pressure
for the

City

to

be

tighter

and

more

She thought the City got that pres-

compact.

sure from Minneapolis and St. Paul and the Met Council, but the bottom line is
is

Roseville

a

community

and

most

of

the

residents

want

to

be

a

suburb.

important.

integrity, lot sizes are
would like to see the Council discuss putting that in the City Code.
thought

in

the

interest

of neighborhood

She

She

Councilmember Laliberte agreed the City does talk about the character of the
neighborhood but how is it defined without having something specifically there.
She noted Councilmember McGehee might define it differently than she would
and felt that was the challenge with this.
She thought even if something was put
down on paper, each individual would define it differently. At the time the Council talked about this item, she did not have the background which was helpful to
her. She did not want to recreate this but would be interested in finding out what
She would also be interested to have full Council discussion
could
be different.

seeing that one Councilmember was absent.
Councilmember Willmus stated the side of this that makes sense for him to look

at would be evaluating the City' s existing minimum lot size standards given what
the City has had since those standards came forward in terms of water infiltration
and mitigation. This is something he would like to look at a little more.
Mayor Roe asked if Councilmember Willmus was talking about a larger minimum standard for all new lots in the City or was he talking about contextual to
certain

areas.

Councilmember Willmus thought he would look at that City wide and not necesdistrict. He thought the Council should look at this as standsarily as a large lot
ard City wide.

Mr. Trudgeon stated if there is a desire to look at this City wide in regard to lot

size, then he thought a good nexus was to look at the lot coverage standards because that is something staff does as a part of normal review of the Zoning and
Subdivision

code.

He

wondered

how

urgent

the

Council

felt

this

item

was.

He

noted as a part of the Comprehensive Plan update, staff will be doing some Zoning

Code

rewrite.
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Councilmember McGehee stated she was thinking along the lines of doing something citywide that wouldn' t be an overlay district, which was the nexus that came
out of the discussion from the Task Force. That group was talking about three or

four overlay districts, but she was talking about something such as if a person
comes for a subdivision, that is allowed based on the lot size of the surrounding
lots. That is all she was trying to cover with her request. She did think the City

had a problem with infiltration on the lots and that is worth looking at.
Mayor Roe thought in regard to the 2007 study, the concern was that every single

subdivision in the community has its own standard and there was no easy and uniform standard to enforce. That was the concern raised unanimously by that group
at

that time,

which

did include

residents

in that

area

of concern.

He tended to

share that concern because it seemed that the bar keeps moving, especially com-

ing up with an average of the homes within five hundred feet of the proposed
subdivision because each time, that standard will change based on the homes
within five hundred feet of that subdivision.
ty

that

people

would

appreciate

having

in

It did not seem to have the uniformi-

their

own

neighborhood.

He tended

to

agree with the conclusion of that report. Mayor Roe thought looking at some sort
of standard across the board that deals with potential

storm water issues makes

sense and is a tie in that can work. He would not be supportive of relooking at the

contextual lot size subdivision requirements because of the conclusions made by
that group in 2007.
Councilmember McGehee stated she knew a little about the interactions in that
group

and

what went

on,

but

was

not

going to discuss that in

public.

She stated if

Edina and Bloomington can manage to do this and have not been changed or a
problem, she did not really think it is an unfair standard to apply.
Mayor Roe asked if the Council wanted to look at this from a Comprehensive

Plan update perspective, something to look at sooner than that, or had no firm idea
at this point.

Councilmember McGehee thought the Council might want to look at storm water.

If maps are drawn up as part of the storm water analysis, the Council could look
at that as places

to think about.

Mayor Roe stated that was identifying areas of the City but what he was hearing
from Councilmember Willmus was to look at this as a City wide standard that is
standard.

He thought this was two different things.

Mr. Paschke stated there are not many lots in the City that can actually still be
subdivided.

Councilmember Willmus stated there are still opportunities that could present
themselves,

whether

it is combining

a

handful

of

existing

single-

family

parcels

or
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rezoning a parcel to turn into single family homes and there are still some fairly
large tracts
could

look

of
at,

available

but

the

He thought this was something the Council

property.

is

urgency

not

there to look

at

it

immediately.

He would

like to hear from Public Works regarding what that Department sees for the water
infiltration

aspect

and

having

adequate

area

for

which

that

needs

to

occur.

He

would like to get additional information.
Mayor Roe thought the Council could review this within the next year.

e.

Discuss the Requirements of§ 1011. 10 Solar Energy Systems Outlined in City
Code

City Planner Thomas Paschke briefly highlighted this item as detailed in the RCA
and related attachments

dated October

15, 2018.

Councilmember McGehee thought the problem with the City standards is the City

was thinking of these as primarily roof mounted and now the City is dealing with
that

mount

a ground

is

next

to

a residential

neighborhood.

If truck bodies were

being parked there or a commercial facility, there would be different screening
requirements, fencing, etc. that the City does not have in this standard. She stated
the screening standards for ground mounted solar energy system were not considered. She thought the City should do something with the matter of aesthetics when
located next to a residential area.

Councilmember Willmus stated he walked around the ground mount system and

one thing that struck him was it is not overly high in height but has a chain link
fence that secures it. Going forward, next summer, the grass under the panels will
become

weeds

and

not

maintained.

He thought with ground mount systems,

the

City should look at opaque screening but not at a height that impedes the use of
the

solar

panels.

He supported some form of aesthetic screening from the adjoin-

ing properties.
Mayor Roe thought maybe the Council needed to talk about standards for planting

because the City has a standard for ground cover on their properties and he did
not want it to be just dead grass underneath the panels. The city may want to look

at industry standards for what is planted, what is underneath the ground mounted
panels. He felt this was something the City might want to enhance in the Code.
Mayor Roe stated he would be willing to look at screening, but he did not see a lot
of

issues

with what

was

there

based

on

the

standards.

He would be open to look-

ing at other possibilities.
Councilmember McGehee thought there should be some kind of screening on the

solar system side facing other properties. Where there are large ground mount
systems

that

are

difficult

to manage underneath, goats or sheep

are

rented

to take
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care of the grass and as long as the area is fenced in, the animals can run free.
There are groups in the Twin Cities that provide that type of service.

Mayor Roe thought there was a question to ground mount installation that is rela-

tively small in scale that is next to a neighbor. With a ground mount system that
is a substantial solar garden on a larger non- single- family property, there might be
different levels

of standards

the

City

has for those

as

well.

The City does not

want to place too much of a burden on ground mount system installation either.
Councilmember McGehee felt some of the places that have a lot of land could put
a

large community

solar

garden.

She thought solar gardens can look nice if suc-

cessfully screened in an attractive way and maintained underneath.

Mayor Roe thought it would be interesting to know what some of the industry
standards are for solar garden installations. He thought this might be another item

to bring back as a full Council discussion in the first half of 2019.
Mayor Roe offered an opportunity for public comment, with no one coming forward.

8.

Approve

9.

Approve Consent Agenda

10.

Council&

Minutes

City Manager Communications, Reports, and Announcements

City Manager Patrick Trudgeon reviewed future meeting agenda items with the City
Council.

Mayor Roe suggested the Armory Site be one of the earlier items on the agenda because
he thought there would be public comment.
Councilmember

Willmus stated with regard to snow event parking regulations, piggy

backing on the conversation the Council had earlier in the fall about cars and junk cars, a
number of those folks wanted to be notified of the discussion. He asked if the City could
reach out to those residents.

11.

Councilmember- Initiated Items for Future Meetings

Councilmember Laliberte stated there will be neighborhood meetings in the areas of LexShe has not seen or heard anything and November 5th
ington, Larpenteur, and HarMar.

will be here soon. She wondered if there would be time to notice and mail information.
Mr. Trudgeon thought the invites had gone out already, but he would double check.
Councilmember Laliberte stated she was working with the Ramsey County League of
Local

Governments

which

is

doing

a

strategic

planning

process

to

update

their

vision,
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and

mission,

purpose.

The group wants to be more meaningful and more proactive,

whether that is having speakers and delving into issues shared by all entities or pooling
together as a unified voice to go to the County and get action on things. She stated that is

a couple of the ideas being tossed around. She brought this up because the group is going
to

send

out

a

brief survey

to

all

members,

which

will

include

all

of

the

Council.

She

asked the Council to consider filling the survey out and getting it back to the group.
12.

Adjourn

Willmus moved, Laliberte seconded, adjournment of the meeting at approximately 8: 12
p. m.
Roll Call

Ayes: Willmus, Laliberte, McGehee and Roe.
Nays: None.
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