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Item Description:   Consider an Ordinance amending Title Five, Chapter 501 of the Roseville City 
Code specific to Animal Control 
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BACKGROUND 1 

In an effort to adhere to current statewide rabies vaccination guidelines, proposed is a revision and 2 

amendment to Roseville City Code Title Five, Section 501.06 D1 as reflected in the Attachment to this 3 

RCA. The proposed amendment revises previous rabies vaccination guidelines from a two-year 4 

vaccination requirement to a rabies vaccination protocol established by a licensed veterinary doctor.  5 

 6 

Additional amendments include adding language referring to authorized city designees including police 7 

reserve officers as enforcers of Animal Control regulations and a language revision of Section 501.16 8 

regarding proper enclosures for dangerous and/or potentially dangerous animals. 9 

 10 

The proposed revisions and amendments have been reviewed and approved by the City Attorney. 11 

POLICY OBJECTIVE 12 

Approve the revisions to Title Five, Chapter 501 of the Roseville City Code as stated in the attachment. 13 

FINANCIAL IMPACTS 14 

There is no cost to the City. 15 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 16 

Staff recommends approval of the revisions to Roseville City Code Title Five, Chapter 501. 17 

REQUESTED COUNCIL ACTION 18 

Adoption of the ordinance amendment as proposed in the attachment (Title Five, Chapter 501 Roseville 19 

City Code) to this RCA.   20 

 21 

Prepared by: Kirk Lindahl, Lead Community Service Officer 
Attachments: A: Draft Ordinance Amending Title Five, Chapter 501 
 B: Ordinance Summary 

carolyn.curti
Pat



Attachment A 1 
 2 

City of Roseville 3 
ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 4 

 5 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SELECTED TEXT OF TITLE FIVE, CHAPTER 501 6 

ANIMAL CONTROL OF THE ROSEVILLE CITY CODE 7 
 8 
THE CITY OF ROSEVILLE ORDAINS: 9 
 10 
SECTION 1. Purpose: The Roseville City Code is hereby amended to update rabies vaccination 11 
language as it pertains to two-year animal license requirements, as well as language pertaining to 12 
authorized enforcers and proper enclosures.  13 
 14 
SECTION 2. Chapter 501 Animal Control of the Roseville City Code is hereby amended as 15 
follows: 16 
 17 

SECTION: 18 

501.01: Definitions 19 
501.02: Confinement of Animals 20 
501.03: Certain Animals Declared Nuisance 21 
501.04: Complaints 22 
501.05: Animals Forbidden Motels - Repealed  23 
501.06: License Required 24 
501.07: Issuance of Tags 25 
501.08: Affixing Tags 26 
501.09: Records 27 
501.10: Impounding 28 
501.11: Redemption 29 
501.12: Permissible Return of Unrestrained Animal  30 
501.13: Disposition of Unclaimed Dogs or Cats 31 
501.14: Impoundment Establishment 32 
501.15: Muzzling 33 
501.16: Dangerous Animals 34 
501.17: Attack by an Animal 35 
501.18: Summary Destruction of Certain Animals 36 
501.19: Kennels 37 
501.20: Special Multiple Dog Licenses - Repealed  38 
501.21: Riding Horses 39 
501.22: Cleanup 40 
501.23: Wild Animals 41 
501.24: Owner Obligation for Proper Care 42 
501.25: Enforcement 43 

501.01: DEFINITIONS: 44 



Except where the term is expressly defined by other provisions or sections within this Chapter, 45 
the following words and terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Section: 46 
AT LARGE: Off the premises of the owner and not under the control of the owner, a member of 47 
the owner's immediate family or a person designated by the owner, and in the case of a dog, by a 48 
leash, cord or chain not more than six  feet in length. The person in charge must be of sufficient 49 
age to adequately control the dog. A dog under control solely by means of command or signal 50 
shall be considered under control only if in the presence of the owner or some other person of 51 
suitable age and discretion and on the owner's premises or the premises of another who has given 52 
consent to the owner. 53 
ELECTRONICALLY TAGGED ANIMAL: A pet that has been implanted with a microchip or 54 
other electronic device that uniquely identifies the animal and its owner when the device is 55 
scanned by the City’s equipment.  (Ord.1355, 11-19-2007) 56 
OWNER: Any person keeping a dog or other animal. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) 57 
SERVICE ANIMALS: A service animal is an animal specially trained to assist a person with 58 
disabilities. A service animal is required to be licensed in accordance with this Chapter. (Ord. 59 
1168, 8-12-1996) (Ord. 1355, 11-19-2007) 60 
STERILIZED ANIMAL:  An animal that has been spayed or neutered. (Ord. 1355, 11-19-2007) 61 

501.02: CONFINEMENT OF ANIMALS: 62 

No animal shall be allowed by its owner to run at large and every animal in heat shall be 63 
confined during such entire period and until such animal shall not attract other animals due to 64 
being in heat. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) 65 

501.03: CERTAIN ANIMALS DECLARED NUISANCE: 66 

Any animal which shall, by any noise, disturb the peace and quiet of any other person, any 67 
animal which habitually barks or cries for extended or unreasonable periods of time, or any 68 
animal which damages plantings or structures or deposits fecal matter on public or private 69 
property of others is hereby declared to be a nuisance. The keeping of any such animal also 70 
constitutes an administrative offense under Section 102.02.C., for which an administrative 71 
penalty may be issued.  (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990)  (Ord. 1355, 11-19-2007) 72 

501.04: COMPLAINTS: 73 

A. Any person aggrieved by an animal nuisance may make a written complaint to the Police 74 
Department, or such other persons designated by the City Manager, stating the acts 75 
complained of, the name and address of the owner of the animal and the name and address 76 
of the person making the complaint. The Police Department shall then promptly notify the 77 
person owning or keeping the animal and shall order the nuisance abated within five days. If 78 
such animal nuisance is not abated within that time, a charge may be made against the owner 79 
or keeper of the animal and any person found to have violated the provisions of this Section 80 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 81 

B. If a police officer, or community service officer or reserve officer deems it necessary, the 82 
officer may take the animal immediately to the impound to stop the nuisance.  83 

 (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) 84 

501.05: ANIMALS FORBIDDEN MOTELS: Repealed (Ord. 1355, 11-19-2007) 85 



501.06: LICENSE REQUIRED: 86 

A. A license shall be obtained by the owner of any dog or cat kept or maintained within the 87 
corporate limits of the City that is three months of age or older.  The license must be 88 
obtained within 30 days of acquiring the animal, or within 30 days of becoming a resident of 89 
the City.  This requirement shall not apply to pets whose owners are temporary visitors 90 
within the City for 30 days or less. 91 

B. Licenses may be obtained from the City or from any entity designated by the City to issue 92 
pet licenses and remit license fees as established in the City Fee Schedule in Section 314.05. 93 

C. The license application shall be made on forms provided by the City, and shall require, at a 94 
minimum, the owner’s address and phone number, and proof of current rabies vaccination 95 
for the pet. 96 

D.  Types of Licenses; Fees: 97 
1.  Two-Year License.    The two-year pet license shall be the minimum requirement of this 98 
Chapter.  A two-year license shall be issued upon completion of the required application and 99 
payment of the required fee as established by the City Fee Schedule in Section 314.05 for a 100 
period of time not to exceed the expiration date of a two years rabies vaccination that is 101 
current at the time of issuance of the license. As a condition of validity of an issued two-year 102 
license, the owner will maintain certification by a licensed veterinarian of the animal’s 103 
current rabies vaccination.   104 
Two-year licenses must be renewed by the holder within 30 days of the expiration of the two 105 
year rabies vaccine, which license. Renewal will be granted upon proof of current rabies 106 
vaccination and payment of the required fee as established by the City Fee Schedule in 107 
Section 314.05. 108 
Fees for two-year licenses shall be as established by the City Fee Schedule in Section 109 
314.05, and at a minimum shall include differential fees based on the status of the animal as 110 
being non-sterilized, non-sterilized and electronically tagged, sterilized, or sterilized and 111 
electronically tagged, with generally higher fees for animals that are non-sterilized and not 112 
electronically tagged so as to provide incentive for sterilizing and electronically tagging 113 
animals. 114 
 2.  Lifetime License.  Lifetime pet licenses shall be issued by the City for sterilized animals 115 
as an alternative to two-year licenses.  A lifetime license shall be issued upon completion of 116 
the required application, payment of the required fee as established by the City Fee Schedule 117 
in Section 314.05, and in the case of electronically tagged animals, registration with the City 118 
of the unique identifying information related to the electronic device and demonstration that 119 
the implanted device can be read by the City’s equipment.  As a condition to continued 120 
validity of an issued lifetime license, the owner will maintain submit to the City every two 121 
years proof of the animal’s current rabies vaccination. 122 
Fees for lifetime licenses shall be as established by the City Fee Schedule in Section 314.05 123 
and at a minimum shall include differential fees based on the status of the animal as being 124 
sterilized, or sterilized and electronically tagged, with generally higher fees for animals that 125 
are not electronically tagged so as to provide incentive for the electronic tagging of animals. 126 
Lifetime licenses may be revoked by the City without refund of fees paid if the animal’s 127 
rabies vaccinations are not kept current.  When a lifetime license has been revoked, a new 128 
lifetime license may be obtained through the procedures and with payment of the fees as 129 
established by the City Fee Schedule in Section 314.05. 130 



3. Special Two-Year Multiple Dog License. Special two-year multiple dog licenses may be 131 
issued by the City for three or four sterilized dogs to be kept at a licensed premises upon 132 
completion of the required application and payment of the required fee, subject to the 133 
following conditions:   134 

a.  Written approval from the occupants of at least 75% of the residential properties 135 
abutting the licensed premises;  136 
b.  Maintenance of a yard on the premises that is fenced in such a manner as to restrain 137 
dogs on the premises from leaving the yard, and 138 
c.  That a nuisance is not created on the premises by the excessive barking of the dogs or 139 
the existence of unsanitary conditions. 140 

Special two-year multiple dog licenses must be renewed by the holder within 30 days of the 141 
expiration of the license, which renewal may be granted upon proof of current rabies 142 
vaccination and payment of the required fee.  The Chief of Police may deny requests for 143 
renewal based upon complaints received during the preceding year.  Denial of renewal may 144 
be appealed by written request for a hearing before the City Council, which must be 145 
submitted within ten days of the denial. 146 
Fees for special two-year multiple dog licenses shall be as established by the City Fee 147 
Schedule in Section 314.05. 148 
Special multiple dog licenses will not be granted for non-sterilized dogs, and will not be 149 
issued on a lifetime basis. 150 

A. Fee Adjustments.  When a license is issued for an non-sterilized pet that is less than six 151 
months old at the time of issuance, and the pet is subsequently sterilized within three months 152 
of the issuance of the license, upon proof of the sterilization the City will refund the owner 153 
the difference between the fee paid for the license and the required fee for a sterilized animal.   154 
Upon the written recommendation of a licensed veterinarian that due to age or health reasons 155 
the animal should not be sterilized, the City may in that case charge the license fee for a 156 
sterilized animal rather than that for a non-sterilized animal. 157 

B. Maintenance of current address.  All license holders shall notify the City within ten days of 158 
any address change within the corporate limits of the City and any change of ownership of a 159 
licensed animal.   160 

(Ord. 1355, 11-19-2007) 161 

501.07: ISSUANCE OF TAGS: 162 

Upon the payment of the license fee and presentation of a rabies vaccination certificate, the City 163 
shall issue a license tag to the animal owner. Duplicate tags will be issued upon payment of a 164 
replacement fee as provided in Section 301.03. Animal tags shall not be transferred from one 165 
animal to another.  (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) (Ord. 1355, 11-19-2007) 166 

501.08: AFFIXING TAGS: 167 

Every owner of any animal required to be licensed is required to provide the animal with a collar 168 
to which the license and vaccination tags must be affixed, and the collar, with tags attached, must 169 
be worn by such animal at all times. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) 170 

501.09: RECORDS: 171 



The City shall keep a record of all animal licenses issued with the name, address and telephone 172 
number of the person to whom the license is issued and name, age, description of the animal and 173 
dates of rabies vaccination. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) 174 

501.10: IMPOUNDING: 175 

Any dog or cat found running at large or without valid tags displayed, off the owner's premises, 176 
may be seized and may be impounded. All animals found to be a nuisance under Section 501.03 177 
may be impounded.  Any police officer and/or other authorized city designee may impound any 178 
dog or other animal found unlicensed or any animal found running at large and shall give notice 179 
of the impounding to the owner of such dog or other animals, if known.  In case the owner is 180 
unknown, the officer shall post notice at the City Hall Office that if the dog or other animal is not 181 
claimed within the time specified in this subdivision, it will be sold or otherwise disposed of.  All 182 
animals impounded shall be kept with humane treatment and sufficient food and water for their 183 
comfort for at least five regular business days as defined by Minnesota Statutes Section 35.71, 184 
Subd. 3, unless the animal is a dangerous animal as defined under Minnesota Statutes Sections 185 
347.50 to 347.54, in which case it shall be kept for seven days, and except if the animal is a 186 
cruelly-treated animal under Minnesota Statutes Section to 343.235, in which case it shall be 187 
kept for ten days, unless sooner reclaimed by the owner or returned to the owner. (Ord. 1078, 6-188 
25-1990) (Ord.1355, 11-19-2007) 189 

501.11: REDEMPTION: 190 

Any dog or cat may be redeemed from the pound by the owner upon the payment to the pound 191 
master of an impound and daily care fee. Proof of rabies vaccination and current animal license 192 
must be presented by the owner. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990; amd. 1995 Code) 193 

501.12: PERMISSIBLE RETURN OF UNRESTRAINED ANIMAL: 194 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 501.10, if a licensed animal is found at large and its 195 
owner can be identified and located, such animal need not be impounded, but may, instead, be 196 
taken to the owner. In such case, however, proceedings may be taken against the owner for 197 
violation of this Chapter, including but not limited to the issuance of an administrative penalty in 198 
the amount determined in accordance with Section 102.02C. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990)  (Ord. 1355, 199 
11-19-2007) 200 

501.13: DISPOSITION OF UNCLAIMED DOGS OR CATS: 201 

Any dog or cat which is not claimed within the period prescribed in Section 501.10 after 202 
impounding may be sold, for not less than the amount provided in Section 501.11, to anyone 203 
desiring to purchase the dog or cat, unless said dog or cat is requested by a licensed education 204 
scientific institution under Minnesota Statute section 35.71. All such funds shall be paid to the 205 
City and placed in the General Fund. Any dog or cat which is not claimed by the owner or sold 206 
shall be humanely destroyed. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) (Ord. 1355, 11-19-2007) 207 

501.14: IMPOUNDMENT ESTABLISHMENT: 208 

The City Council, by resolution, shall designate one or more establishments that will receive 209 
custody of animals seized pursuant to this Chapter, which establishment(s) shall comply with all 210 
state law and regulations pertaining to establishments having custody of seized animals, 211 



including but not limited to Minnesota Statutes Section 35.71. Every impoundment 212 
establishment that receives seized animals from the City shall file a monthly report with the City 213 
Council relating to the operation of such establishment and shall be maintained in a clean and 214 
orderly manner and shall be subject to periodic inspection by the applicable regulatory 215 
authorities. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990; amd. 1995 Code) (Ord.1355, 11-19-2007)   216 

501.15: MUZZLING: 217 

Whenever the prevalence of rabies renders such action necessary to protect the public health and 218 
safety, the Mayor shall issue a proclamation ordering every person owning or keeping a dog to 219 
confine it securely on their premises unless it is muzzled so that it cannot bite. No person shall 220 
violate such proclamation and any dog running at large during the time fixed in the proclamation 221 
may be destroyed by the police or designee without notice to the owner. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) 222 

501.16: DANGEROUS ANIMALS: 223 

A.  Definitions 224 
 ANIMAL CONTROL AUTHORITY means an agency of the state, county, municipality, or 225 

other governmental subdivision of the state which is responsible for animal control 226 
operations in its jurisdiction.  227 
DANGEROUS ANIMAL means any animal that has: 228 
1. without provocation, inflicted substantial bodily harm on a human being on public or 229 
private property; 230 
2. killed a domestic animal without provocation while off the Owner’s property; or 231 
3. been found to be potentially dangerous, and after the Owner has notice that the animal is 232 
potentially dangerous, the animal aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of 233 
humans or domestic animals. 234 

 POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS ANIMAL means any animal that: 235 
1.  when unprovoked, bites a human or domestic animal on public or private property; 236 
2.  on more than one occasion when unprovoked, chases or approaches a person, including a 237 
person on a bicycle, or other wheeled conveyance (such as a skateboard, scooter or the like) 238 
upon the streets, sidewalks, or any public or private property, other than the animal Owner’s 239 
property, in an apparent attitude of attack; or 240 
3.  has a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack unprovoked, based upon 241 
report, complaint and/or call for service causing injury or otherwise threatening the safety of 242 
humans or domestic animals. 243 
GREAT BODILY HARM has the meaning given it under Minn. Stat. § 609.02, subd. 8. 244 
HEARING OFFICER means an impartial employee appointed by the City, or an impartial 245 
person retained by the City, to conduct a hearing under this Ordinance.  (Ord. 1391, 3-29-246 
2010) 247 
OWNER means any person, firm, corporation, organization, or department possessing, 248 
harboring, keeping, having an interest in, or having care, custody, or control of an animal.   249 
PROPER ENCLOSURE means securely confined indoors or in a securely locked pen or 250 
kennel suitable to prevent the animal from escaping and to provide protection for the animal 251 
from the elements, to include adequate food and water.  A proper enclosure does not include 252 
a porch, patio, or any part of a house, garage, or other structure that would allow the animal 253 
to exit of its own volition, or any house or structure in which windows are open or in which 254 
door or window screens are the only barriers which prevent the animal from exiting.  Such 255 

http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/data/revisor/statutes/2004/609/02.html


enclosure shall not allow the egress of the animal in any manner without human assistance.  256 
A pen or kennel for a dog shall meet the following minimum specifications:  257 
1. Have a minimum overall floor size of 32 square feet. 258 
Sidewalks Sidewalls shall have a minimum height of five feet and be constructed of 11-259 
gauge or heavier wire.  Openings in the wire shall not exceed two inches, support posts shall 260 
be one and one-quarter-inch or larger steel pipe buried in the ground 18 inches or more.  261 
When a concrete floor is not provided, the sidewalls shall be buried a minimum of eighteen 262 
inches in the ground. 263 
2. A cover over the entire pen or kennel shall be provided.  The cover shall be constructed 264 
of the same gauge wire or heavier as the sidewalls and shall also have no openings in the 265 
wire greater than two inches. 266 
3. An entrance/exit gate shall be provided and be constructed of the same material as the 267 
sidewalls and shall also have no openings in the wire greater than two inches.  The gate shall 268 
be equipped with a device capable of being locked and shall be locked at all times when the 269 
animal is in the pen or kennel. 270 

  SUBSTANTIAL BODILY HARM has the meaning given it under Minn. Stat.  271 
 § 609.02, subd. 7a.   272 
B. Dangerous Animal Registration 273 
 1.  No person may own a dangerous animal in the City unless the animal is registered as 274 

provided in this Section. 275 
 2. The City will, upon application by the Owner, issue a certificate of registration to the 276 

Owner of a dangerous animal if the Owner presents evidence that: 277 
a.  a proper enclosure exists for the dangerous animal; 278 
b.   a warning sign provided by the City, to inform children that there is a dangerous dog 279 
on the property, has been placed on the animal Owner’s property. The warning symbol 280 
must be the uniform symbol provided by the commissioner of public safety. The City 281 
may charge the registrant a reasonable fee to cover its administrative costs and the cost of 282 
the warning symbol.  (Ord. 1391, 3-29-2010) 283 
c.  the Owner has procured a surety bond issued by a surety company authorized to do 284 
business in Minnesota, in a form acceptable to the City in at least the sum of   $300,000  285 
payable to any person injured by the animal or, alternatively, the Owner has in place a 286 
policy of insurance providing the same protection (Ord. 1391, 3-29-2010) 287 
d.    the Owner of a dangerous animal must have had an identification microchip 288 
implanted in the dangerous animal, and the City has been provided with the name of the 289 
microchip manufacturer and identification number of the microchip must be provided to 290 
the animal control authority.  If the microchip is not implanted by the Owner, it may be 291 
implanted by the animal control authority.  In either case, all costs related to purchase and 292 
implantation of the microchip must be borne by the dog’s Owner. 293 

 3. Dangerous animal designation review.  Beginning six months after an animal is declared 294 
dangerous; an Owner may request annually that the animal control authority review the 295 
designation.  The Owner must provide evidence that the animal's behavior has changed due 296 
to the animal's age, neutering, environment, completion of obedience training that includes 297 
modification of aggressive behavior, or other factors.  If the animal control authority finds 298 
sufficient evidence that the animal's behavior has changed, the authority may rescind the 299 
dangerous animal designation. 300 
4. Exemption.  Animals may not be declared dangerous if the threat, injury, or damage was 301 
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sustained by a person: 302 
a.  who was committing, at the time, a willful trespass or other tort upon the premises 303 
occupied by the Owner of the animal; 304 
b.  who was provoking, tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the animal or who can be 305 
shown to have repeatedly, in the past, provoked, tormented, abused, or assaulted the 306 
animal; or 307 
c.  who was committing or attempting to commit a crime. 308 

5. Tag. The dangerous animal registered under this section must have  a tag containing the 309 
uniform dangerous dog symbol, identifying the animal as dangerous, which is affixed to the 310 
animal’s collar at all times.  (Ord. 1391, 3-29-2010) 311 

C. Regulation of Potentially Dangerous Animals 312 
 1. An Owner of an animal that has been determined to be potentially dangerous may be 313 

required to comply with any or all of the following: 314 
a.  The Owner may be required to complete animal obedience classes. 315 
b.  The Owner shall keep the animal, while on the Owner’s property, in a proper 316 
enclosure.  If the potentially dangerous animal is outside the proper enclosure, the animal 317 
must be muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash, which may not exceed six  318 
feet in length.  The chain or leash must be under the control of an individual 18 years of 319 
age or older. 320 
c.  The Owner shall be required to provide proof of current vaccinations. 321 
d.  The Owner of a potentially dangerous animal must have had an identification 322 
microchip implanted in the potentially dangerous animal, and the City has been provided 323 
with the name of the microchip manufacturer and identification number of the microchip 324 
must be provided to the animal control authority.  If the microchip is not implanted by the 325 
Owner, it may be implanted by the animal control authority.  In either case, all costs 326 
related to purchase and implantation of the microchip must be borne by the dog’s Owner. 327 

2.  Potentially Dangerous animal designation review.  Beginning six months after an animal 328 
is declared potentially dangerous, an Owner may request annually that the animal control 329 
authority review the designation.  The Owner must provide evidence that the animal’s 330 
behavior has changed due to the animal’s age, neutering, environment, completion of 331 
obedience training that includes modification of aggressive behavior, or other factors.  If the 332 
animal control authority finds sufficient evidence that the animal’s behavior has changed, 333 
the authority may rescind the potentially dangerous animal designation. (Ord. 1420, 11-14-334 
2011) 335 

D. Regulation of Dangerous Animals 336 
 1. An Owner of a dangerous animal shall keep the animal, while on the Owner’s property, 337 

in a proper enclosure.  If the dangerous animal is outside the proper enclosure, the animal 338 
must be muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash, which may not exceed six 339 
feet in length.  The chain or leash must be under the control of an individual 18 years of age 340 
or older. 341 

 2.  An Owner of a dangerous animal must renew the registration of the animal annually until 342 
it is deceased.  Renewal of registration must include proof of up-to-date rabies vaccinations.  343 

 3. An Owner of a dangerous animal must notify the City in writing of the animal’s death or 344 
its transfer  to a new location within 30 days of death or transfer, and must execute an 345 
affidavit of death or transfer as requested by the City.  (Ord. 1391, 3-29-2010) 346 

 4. An Owner of a dangerous animal must have the animal sterilized at the Owner’s expense.  347 



The Owner must provide proof of sterilization of the animal to the City.  If the Owner does 348 
not have the animal sterilized within 30 days of the dangerous animal determination,  the 349 
animal control authority  shall seize the animal and have the animal sterilized at the Owner’s 350 
expense.  (Ord. 1391, 3-29-2010) 351 

 5. The Owner of a dangerous animal who rents property from another, must notify the 352 
property Owner, prior to signing the lease agreement and at the time of any lease renewal 353 
that the person owns a dangerous animal that will also reside at the property. 354 

 6. A person that  transfers a dangerous animal must notify the  new Owner that the animal 355 
has been identified as dangerous, and must also notify the City in writing, providing the new 356 
Owner’s name, address and telephone number.  (Ord. 1391, 3-29-2010) 357 
7.  The City shall seize a dangerous animal if, after 14 days after the Owner has notice that 358 
the animal is dangerous, the animal is not validly registered as a dangerous animal or the 359 
Owner has not secured the required liability insurance or surety coverage.  The City may 360 
seize a dangerous animal if any other of the requirements contained in this subdivision have 361 
not been met.  A seized animal may be reclaimed upon payment of impounding and 362 
confinement costs and proof that the requirements of this Ordinance have  been  met.  An 363 
animal not reclaimed within seven days will be destroyed, and the Owner will be liable for 364 
all costs incurred in confining and disposing of the animal.  A person claiming an interest in 365 
a seized animal may prevent disposition of the animal by posting security in an amount 366 
sufficient to provide for the animal's actual cost of care and keeping. The security must be 367 
posted within 7 days of the seizure inclusive of the date of the seizure.  (Ord. 1391, 3-29-368 
2010) 369 

 8.  Beginning six months after an animal is declared a dangerous animal; an Owner may 370 
request annually that the City review the designation.  The Owner must provide evidence 371 
that the animal’s behavior has changed due to the animal’s age, neutering, environment, 372 
completion of obedience training that includes modification of aggressive behavior, or other 373 
factors.  If the City finds sufficient evidence that the animal’s behavior has changed, the City 374 
may rescind the dangerous animal designation. 375 
9. Notwithstanding anything in this Ordinance to the contrary, the City may seize and 376 
destroy an animal that has: 377 

a.  inflicted substantial or great bodily harm on a human on public or private  378 
 property without provocation; 379 
b.   inflicted multiple bites on a human on public or private property without 380 
 provocation; 381 
c.   bit multiple human victims on public or private property in the same attack  382 
 without provocation; or 383 
d.   bit a human on public or private property without provocation in an attack where 384 
more than one animal participated in the attack.  385 

Destruction of the animal may occur after the animal Owner has been notified of the 386 
intended destruction and,  at least 7 days to request a hearing challenging the decision to 387 
destroy the animal.   If a hearing is requested, the hearing shall be before a hearing officer.  388 
(Ord. 1391, 3-29-2010) 389 

 10. Law enforcement; exemption.  Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall apply to dogs 390 
used for law enforcement purposes by a law enforcement agency.   391 

 Source:  Ordinance No. 307, Third Series, Effective Date:  3-15-2002 392 
E. Determination of Status 393 



 1. Whether an animal is “dangerous” or “potentially dangerous” as that term is used herein 394 
shall be determined by the Chief of Police or his or her designee in consultation with the 395 
City Attorney.  The Owner and persons that have suffered injury or damage due to the 396 
animal shall be given written notice of the determination. 397 

 (Ord. 1334, 04-10-2006) 398 
F.    Notice of Dangerous Animal Determination 399 

1.  The Owner of the animal and persons that have suffered injury or damage from the 400 
animal shall be given written notice of the determination of the animal as dangerous.  The 401 
notice shall provide: 402 

a.  a description of the animal; the authority for and purpose of the dangerous animal 403 
declaration, and seizure, if applicable; the time, place, and circumstances under which 404 
the animal was declared dangerous; and the telephone number and contact person where 405 
the animal is kept; 406 
b.  that the Owner of the animal may request a hearing concerning the dangerous animal 407 
declaration; failure to do so within 14 days of the date of the notice will terminate the 408 
owner's right to a hearing; 409 
c.  that if an appeal request is made within 14 days of the notice, the Owner must 410 
immediately comply with the requirements of paragraphs D (1) and (3) of this 411 
subdivision, and until such time as the hearing officer issues an opinion; 412 
d.  that if the hearing officer affirms the dangerous animal declaration, the Owner will 413 
have 14 days from the date of the determination to comply with all other requirements of 414 
this subdivision; 415 
e.  that all actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposition of the animal are the 416 
responsibility of the person claiming an interest in the animal, except to the extent that a 417 
court or hearing officer finds that the seizure or impoundment was not substantially 418 
justified by law; and 419 
f.  a form for notifying the City of an appeal and requesting a hearing under this 420 
subdivision;. (Ord. 1391, 3-29-2010) 421 

G. Appeal of Dangerous or Potentially Dangerous Animal Determination 422 
1. The Owner of an animal determined to be dangerous or potentially dangerous may appeal 423 
the dangerous animal determination. 424 
2. The written notice of appeal must be received by the City within 14 days from the date of 425 
the dangerous or potentially dangerous animal determination. 426 
3.  The hearing on the appeal of a dangerous or potentially dangerous animal determination 427 
shall be before a hearing officer. The hearing officer shall be the Animal Humane Society 428 
Director of Humane Investigations, or their designee. 429 
4. The hearing shall take place within 14 days of the receipt of the notice of appeal.  430 
5.  In the event that the dangerous or potentially dangerous animal determination is upheld 431 
by the hearing officer, actual expenses of the hearing, up to a maximum of $1,000, will be 432 
the responsibility of the animal’s owner.  433 
6. The hearing officer shall issue a decision on the matter within ten days after the hearing. 434 
The decision must be delivered to the animal's owner by hand delivery or registered mail as 435 
soon as practical and a copy must be provided to the City. (Ord. 1391, 3-29-2010) 436 

 (Ord. 1420, 11-14-2011) 437 

501.17: ATTACK BY AN ANIMAL: 438 



It shall be unlawful for an owner to fail to restrain an animal from inflicting or attempting to 439 
inflict bodily injury to any person or other animal whether or not the owner is present. (Ord. 440 
1078, 6-25-1990) 441 

501.18: SUMMARY DESTRUCTION OF CERTAIN ANIMALS: 442 

Whenever an officer has reasonable cause to believe that a particular animal presents a clear and 443 
immediate danger to residents of the City because it is infected with rabies or because of a 444 
clearly demonstrated vicious nature, the officer, after making reasonable attempts to impound 445 
such animal, may summarily destroy said animal. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) 446 

501.19: KENNELS: 447 

Except as provided in Section 501.06, no person shall maintain a kennel (more than two dogs 448 
over three  months of age), as defined in Chapter 1002 of this Code, without first securing a 449 
license pursuant to Chapter 301 of this Code. This fee shall be in addition to the license fee 450 
prescribed in preceding sections for each dog kept in such a kennel. Kennel restriction shall not 451 
apply to veterinary hospitals licensed under Chapter 310 of this Code. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) 452 
(Ord.1355, 11-19-2007)   453 

501.20: SPECIAL MULTIPLE DOG LICENSES: Repealed (Ord. 1355, 11-19-2007)  454 

501.21: RIDING HORSES: 455 

A. Definition: As used in this Section, "riding horse" means any horse which is used primarily 456 
for riding. (Ord. 349, 12-1-1961) 457 

B. License Required: No person shall keep any riding horse within the City for over 30 days 458 
unless a license for such animal has been first secured. 459 

C. Condition of License: A license shall be granted to any applicant for a riding horse on the 460 
following conditions: 461 
1. Said riding horse shall be used in such a manner so as not to annoy or disturb residents of 462 
the City. 463 
2. Said riding horse will be kept in an inconspicuous place and not allowed to run at large. 464 

D. Application for License: The application for a license shall be made to the City Manager and 465 
granted by the City Council for the license of each particular horse. The license shall be 466 
suspended or revoked by the City Council upon any breach of the conditions of license set 467 
forth in this Section. (Ord. 349, 12-1-1961) 468 

E. Minimum Area and Fencing: No license shall be issued for any riding horse unless the horse 469 
shall be kept in an adequately fenced pasture of a minimum size of three acres, but no more 470 
than three  horses can be kept in such three acre pasture at any one time. For each horse in 471 
excess of three, an additional one acre of fenced pasture shall be provided. (Ord. 734, 9-9-472 
1974) 473 

F. License Fee: The license fee for each riding horse is as established by the City Fee Schedule 474 
in Section 314.05.  (Ord. 1379A, 11-17-2008) 475 

G. Term of License: The license granted by the City Council under this Section shall be for the 476 
life of each horse and need not be renewed annually. 477 

H. Issuing and Affixing Tags: Upon the granting of a license by the City Council, the City 478 
Manager shall issue to the licensee a tag indicating that a license has been issued and said 479 
tag shall be affixed to the riding horse so licensed. (Ord. 349, 12-1-1961) 480 



501.22: CLEANUP: 481 

The owner or attendant of any animal must carry clean-up utensils when taking the animal off 482 
personal property and must clean up all feces of the animal off personal property and dispose of 483 
such feces in a sanitary manner. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-1990) 484 

501.23: WILD ANIMALS: 485 

A. Purpose: It shall be unlawful to keep any wild animal within the City limits, except as 486 
permitted pursuant to the provisions of this Section. 487 

B. Definition: As used in this Section, the following term shall have the meaning ascribed to it 488 
in this subsection: 489 
WILD ANIMAL: Any animal, mammal, amphibian, or reptile which is of a species which is 490 
wild by nature or of a species which, due to size, vicious nature or other characteristic is 491 
inherently dangerous to human beings. Examples of wild animals, without limitation, are: 492 
1. Any large cat of the family Felidae, such as lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, cougars and 493 
ocelots, except domesticated house cats. 494 
2. Any member of the family Canidae, such as wolves, hybrid wolves, coyotes, dingoes, and 495 
jackals, except domesticated dogs. 496 
3. Any crossbreed such as crossbreeds between dogs and coyotes, or dogs and wolves, but 497 
does not include crossbred domesticated animals. 498 
4. Any poisonous snake such as a rattlesnake, coral snake, water moccasin, puff adder or 499 
cobra. 500 
5. Any skunk, raccoon, fox or protected animal. 501 
6. Any bear, ape, monkey in excess of five pounds, or badger. 502 
7. Any other animal, bird or reptile which is commonly considered wild and not 503 
domesticated. 504 

C. Exceptions: 505 
1. Any person desiring to keep an animal prohibited by this Section may apply for a permit 506 
from the City. Such permit may be issued for a period not to exceed 30 days and shall 507 
specify conditions under which such animals shall be kept; provided, however, that no such 508 
permit shall be issued unless such prohibited animal is being kept by a person keeping such 509 
animal for a public zoo as a volunteer or docent. A public zoo or other institution engaged in 510 
a permanent display of animals and any bona fide research institution or veterinary hospital 511 
may be issued a permanent permit provided applicable zoning requirements are met. 512 
2. Nonpoisonous snakes, domesticated birds, hamsters, mice, rabbits, lizards, spiders and 513 
other similar small animals capable of being kept in cages. Rats, if purchased from a bona 514 
fide pet store are an exception to this Section. 515 
3. Medically prescribed companion animals. 516 
4. Wildlife rehabilitators may only possess animals with a Minnesota Department of Natural 517 
Resources permit. Such animals will be kept in a manner as to not create unsanitary 518 
conditions or unreasonable noise. 519 
5. Birds and birds of prey if kept pursuant to a valid U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services permit. 520 

D. Impounding of Wild Animals: Any wild animal kept in violation of this Section may be 521 
impounded by the City. The animal may be destroyed or sold five days following notice to 522 
the owner of such animal of its impoundment and the provisions of this Section. Any person 523 
reclaiming any such animal shall pay the costs of impounding and boarding at the time of its 524 
release. 525 



E. Existing Wild Animals: Anyone keeping or maintaining any wild animal at the time this 526 
Section is adopted has thirty (30) days in which to comply with the provisions of this 527 
Section. (Ord. 1141, 6-13-1994) 528 

501.24: OWNER OBLIGATION FOR PROPER CARE: 529 

No owner shall fail to provide any animal with sufficient good and wholesome food and water, 530 
proper shelter and protection from the weather, veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering 531 
and with humane care and treatment. No person shall beat, treat cruelly, torment or otherwise 532 
abuse any animal or cause or permit any animal fight. No owner shall abandon any animal. (Ord. 533 
1078, 6-25-1990; amd. 1995 Code) (Ord.1355, 11-19-2007)   534 

501.25: ENFORCEMENT: 535 

Any community service officer, reserve officer or police officer may enter upon private land 536 
where there is reasonable cause to believe this Chapter is being violated. (Ord. 1078, 6-25-537 
1990) (Ord.1355, 11-19-2007) 538 
 539 

 540 
SECTION 3. Effective Date. This ordinance amendment to the Roseville City Code shall take 541 
effect upon passage and publication. 542 
 543 
Passed by the City Council of the City of Roseville this 21st day of October 2013. 544 
 545 
  546 



Ordinance amending Title Five Chapter 501 Animal Control updating rabies vaccination 547 
language as it pertains to two-year animal license requirements, as well as language pertaining 548 
to authorized enforcers and proper enclosures. 549 
 550 
 551 
(SEAL) 552 

 553 
 554 

 555 
 556 
CITY OF ROSEVILLE 557 
 558 
 559 
BY: ________________________________ 560 
        Daniel J. Roe, Mayor 561 

 562 
 563 
ATTEST: 564 
 565 
 566 
___________________________________ 567 
Patrick J. Trudgeon, Interim City Manager 568 



Attachment B 1 
 2 
 3 

City of Roseville 4 
ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 5 

 6 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SELECTED TEXT OF TITLE FIVE, CHAPTER 501 7 

ANIMAL CONTROL OF THE ROSEVILLE CITY CODE 8 
 9 
The following is the official summary of Ordinance No. ____ approved by the City Council of 10 
Roseville on October 21, 2013: 11 
 12 
The Roseville City Code, Title Five, Chapter 501 Animal Control, has been amended to include 13 
revisions of previous rabies vaccination guidelines from a two-year vaccination requirement to a 14 
rabies vaccination protocol established by a licensed veterinary doctor. Additional amendments 15 
include the authorization of police reserve officers as city designated enforcers of Animal 16 
Control regulations and a language revision of Section 501.16 regarding proper enclosures for 17 
dangerous and/or potentially dangerous animals. 18 
 19 
A printed copy of the ordinance is available for inspection by any person during regular office 20 
hours in the office of the City Manager at the Roseville City Hall, 2660 Civic Center Drive, 21 
Roseville, Minnesota 55113. A copy of the ordinance and summary shall also be posted at the 22 
Reference Desk of the Roseville Branch of the Ramsey County Library, 2180 Hamline Avenue 23 
North, and on the Internet web page of the City of Roseville (www.ci.roseville.mn.us). 24 
 25 
Attest: ______________________________________ 26 
Patrick Trudgeon, Interim City Manager 27 

http://www.ci.roseville.mn.us/

